Sandyston Township Committee Meeting

August 14, 2008

MINUTES

This meeting was opened and called to order at 6:50 p.m. by Deputy Mayor MacDonald who stated this meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act having been duly advertised.

The clerk was asked to call the roll and present were Deputy Mayor MacDonald, Committeeman Harper. Absent was Mayor Leppert. Also present were Deputy Clerk Amy Lobban, CFO Jessica Caruso, Tax Collector Kelly Hahn, Acting Road Supervisor Joe Haggerty, Fire Department Chief Scott House and Fireman Shane Houghtaling FEMA Coordinator Stan Dutkus, Historian Patte Frato, Jackie Waldron and Raj Sinha.
The Deputy Mayor led all present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of Minutes  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the Minutes of July 8, 2008 Regular Meeting and August 1, 2008 Special Meeting, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.  
Tax Collector  The Tax Collector’s report was presented with total receipts Month-to-Date of  $30,377.25 and Year-to-Date of $2,164,077.99.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the report, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Treasurer’s Report  The Treasurer’s report was presented with a beginning balance of $549,458.20, total receipts of $54,443.98, total disbursements of$346,620.42 and an ending balance of $257,281.76. Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the report, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Payment of Vouchers  The committee reviewed the vouchers. Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the payment of vouchers in the amount of $892,737.75 funds permitting, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.
Departmental Reports  The committee reviewed the departmental reports. The Committee noted Deputy Clerk Lobban had submitted a detailed report on the light pole in Layton that had been knocked down twice and the status of the payments for the damage. 
Committeeman Harper noted DeGroat Road had been repaired to everyone’s satisfaction.
Old Business  
Speeding letters/warning light: no update.  
Ground Lease/ Parking Lot Agreement: Committeeman Harper stated the terms of the Lease had been corrected pursuant to the request of the owner of the Layton Hotel (Nighthawk Enterprises), 124 Route 560, Layton, NJ. The term of this Lease was to run concurrent with the term of the Post Office Lease. Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the Lease between the Township and Nighthawk Enterprises, seconded by  Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Post Office Renovation: Committeeman Harper noted the interior renovations were 90% complete the USPS will have invested about $100,000.00 in the project. He stated the contract for the exterior renovation will be awarded this evening.
Rural Policing: Committeeman Harper stated the approximate $105,000 surcharge the State was imposing for the N.J State Police to continue to provide rural policing was an unfunded mandate. Acting Municipal Clerk Murphy had requested a proposal from the Sussex County Sheriff’s Department to provide similar services just to Sandyston Township and amounts ranged from $715,000 to $857,000 which Committeeman Harper stated was not a feasible option. Committeeman Harper stated the Township should fight the State and refuse to pay based on the fact that the State Police charter was to patrol rural areas of New Jersey. Committeeman Harper made a motion to pass Resolution R-32-08 supporting S-1976/A-2982 and to file a Complaint with the State of New Jersey Council on Local Mandates and to authorize spending $500.00, if necessary, to accomplish filing the appeal, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried. Committeeman Harper asked CFO Jessica Caruso what impact this unfunded mandate would have on taxes and CFO Caruso stated it would be about $20.00 per $100,000. of assessed value. Discussion followed on how this additional tax levy could be accomplished under the “cap” and if the State were to withhold state aid for refusing to pay for rural policing what would the financial impact be.
New Business
Memo from Sharon Yarosz, Land Use Administrator. Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve Ms. Yarosz request to take the CFO course and change her hours of work to 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. on the six (6)  Mondays classes are held and to have Deputy Clerk Lobban cover meetings on September 8 and November 3, seconded by  Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Sealing/Striping of the Municipal Parking Lot.  Committeeman Harper requested the Municipal Clerk to contact Precision Striping and Sealcoating and others for a quotation.
Application(s) for Use of the Municipal Building.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the request by the Sussex County Public Health Nursing to use the building on Tuesday, October 14, 2008from 10:00 a.m. to Noon, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald unanimously carried. The Clerk noted the Certificate of Liability Insurance was on file.
Application for Survey of Gypsy Moth Egg Mass. Committeeman Harper  made a motion to approve the application,  seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald unanimously carried. 

Fire Department Applications. Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the applications of Peter DeLisa and Andrew Adamsky, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald unanimously carried. 

North Jersey Housing & Planning Services. There was a request to pay Pierson Landscaping in the amount of $14,000. for services rendered, but CFO Jessica Caruso advised the Committee that there was no money in the trust fund. It is anticipated the State would re-fund the account. The CFO recommended half the amount be taken from the Unemployment Escrow Account to make a partial payment and upon motion by Committeeman Harper seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried this recommendation was approved. 

Siren for the Fire Department. Committeeman Harper made a motion to rent a lift ($300.) from Sussex County Rental Center, Andover, NJ to help Pinnacle Wireless install the driver for the siren, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.
Conflict for September Meeting. Committeeman Harper made a motion to change the meeting from 9:00 a.m. on September 9th to 9:00 a.m. September 16th and have it be duly advertised, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Resolutions
R-31-08 A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A 25-DAY GRACE PERIOD FROM TAX 

BILL MAILING DATE. A motion to approve Resolution R-31-08 by title was made by
Committeeman Harper, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously

carried.
R-32-08 A RESOLUTION ENDORSING S-1976/A-2982 AN INCREASE IN STATE 

POLICE SURCHARGES TO DEFRAY COSTS OF LOCAL POLICE SERVICES. A
motion to approve Resolution R-28-08 by title was made by Committeeman Harper
seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.
R-33-08 A RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR PROPOSED

IMPROVEMENTS TO THE FORMER SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL

BUILDING. 
WHEREAS, the Township of Sandyston received bids on August 14, 2008 for proposed improvements to the former Sandyston Township Municipal Building; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee utilized bidding procedures as required by N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, State of New Jersey that a contract be awarded to Phillips-Glenwood Construction, Inc., 15 Church Street Suite 3, Vernon, NJ 07462 as the lowest responsible bidder after public advertising for bids for the improvements to the former Sandyston Township Municipal Building for an amount not to exceed $37,744.02.

Introduced by: Committeeman Harper
Seconded by: Deputy Mayor MacDonald
Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Harper, MacDonald; Nays: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: Leppert

R-34-08 A PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION FOR SUPPORT OF FARMLAND

PRESERVATION. 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, in the County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, does hereby express its support for the Farmland Preservation program and gives preliminary approval of the below listed  application(s) for the 2008 Sussex County funding round.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that approval is hereby granted for this application(s) to be submitted to the State Agriculture Development Committee by the Sussex County Agriculture Development Board for county reimbursement consideration when state funding for farmland preservation is available.

Raj Sinha





Block 1103, Lot 7









40.5 acres

Russell Spinks





Block 2602, Lots 3.01 & 36








136 acres

Robert & Lisa Southway



Block 2602, Lot 13









30.5 acres

A motion to approve Resolution R-34-08 was made by Committeeman Harper, seconded

by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Correspondence 

Committeeman Harper questioned the July 9, 2008 faxed copy (NJSP-OEM) letter from the Dept. of Law and Public Safety, Div. of State Police to Response and Recovery Division, FEMA Region II.  Stan Dutkus responded that it was the total amount of the checks ($5,448.86) received and that all the work was completed. 
Open Meeting to the Floor   Committeeman Harper opened the meeting to the public. Stan Dutkus stated he attended a meeting at the Morris County Police Academy. He presented a packet to the Committee. He stated that in order for a municipality to collect funds from FEMA for any debris removal you must have a plan in place: contracts in place as to who will remove the debris, etc. Committeeman Harper asked if the County has a plan and asked Stan to stay on top of it and report back in six months. Mr. Dutkus noted that FEMA was having an internal conflict and that some of the other municipalities had been asked to return money they received for the storm. Mr. Dutkus stated he would have to check the Right To Know (RTK) to see if the Township or the Post Office was responsible for the tenants in the old municipal building. He thanked the Fire Department for all the cooperation they had given to EOM. He noted the Fire Department will lose $3,000. because it lost out on the parking detail for Peters Valley.
Jessica Caruso and Kelly Hahn noted the software was a big help in getting out the tax bills which are due on September 2, 2008 for the third quarter.
Patte Frato, Historian, stated they had received a real yellow ribbon for their display at the Sussex County Fair.

Fire Department members questioned whether there would be a landing zone for helicopters on the back ballfield. Committeeman Harper stated the requirements to establish a landing zone put the cost out of reach for the municipality and said it could have cost $100,000.

Adjournment  There being no further business to discuss, Committeeman Harper made a motion to adjourn at 7:38 p.m., seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously  carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Jerard J. Murphy, Acting Municipal Clerk

