Sandyston Township Committee Meeting

MINUTES

AUGUST 1, 2006
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Township Committee was opened and called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor MacDonald who stated that this meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, having been duly advertised.

The clerk was asked to call the roll.

Present were:  Committeeman Harper, Leppert and Mayor MacDonald
Also in attendance:  Raj Sinha
All present were invited to join in the Pledge of Allegiance

Minutes  The minutes of the July 11, 2006 meeting were presented for approval.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the minutes seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried. 
Tax Collector  The tax collector’s report was presented with total receipts of $221,100.99.  Committeeman Leppert made a motion to approve the report seconded by Committeeman Harper and unanimously carried.
Treasurer’s Report  The treasurer’s report was presented with total receipts of $434,946.84 and total disbursements of $463,875.96 and an ending balance of $741,302.34.   Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the report seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried. 

Payment of Vouchers  The vouchers were submitted for approval.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the vouchers for payment seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.
Departmental Reports  The committee reviewed the departmental reports.

Old Business  The committee reviewed the letter from the Township Engineer, Harold Pellow, and the County regarding lighting on  the sidewalk project.  The County will not allow conduit for street lighting purposes to be placed on the Bridge between the Layton Store and the Layton Hotel.  Committeeman Harper stated that funding for lighting was originally allocated in the grant; but due to changes, the township may be responsible for some of the lighting.  
  The committee reviewed the quotes for 911 dispatching services.  The following proposals were received:  Vernon Township  $13,300 a year for three year with a 4% increase annually.  If the township enters into a 5 year agreement, the annual increase would be reduced to 3%.   Andover Township  $18,000 for the 2007 year.  Committeeman Harper stated that he attended a meeting at the Montague Township Municipal Building.  The Montague Fire Department, representatives from Montague Township Committee, and members of the Blue Ridge Rescue Squad were present.  A discussion was held regarding the possibility of dispatching confusion using two different PSAP’s.  Blue Ridge Rescue Squad expressed concern regarding response time if there were a case of two simultaneous calls.  Committeeman Harper will meet with Newton, Montague Township, and Blue Ridge Rescue Squad Members to discuss the service and fees for dispatching.
The committee reviewed the deer carcass removal proposals.  The proposals were as follows:  Space Farms $25 per deer and Deer Unlimited  $59.95 per deer.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to approve Space Farms at $25 per deer pickup seconded by Committeeman Harper and unanimously carried.  The contract will begin October 1, 2006.
New Business   The committee reviewed the proposals for a refrigerator, freezer, and work table.  The proposals submitted were as follows:  Sysco Food Services  Freezer $2,498. Refrigerator  $2,732  Chef’s Corner  Freezer  $2,445  Refrigerator  $2,595 Worktable $690  Speciality Refrigeration  Freezer $2,786.40  Refrigerator $3,060.79.  Committeeman Harper questioned if the refrigerator and freezer needed to be commercial.  The clerk will check with the construction official and engineer.  If they do not have to be commercial, new proposals will be obtained.  If they do have to be commercial, Committeeman Harper made a motion to accept the lowest bidder, Chef’s Corner, seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.
A special permit for extension of premises was presented on behalf of DeAngelis Restaurant for August 13, 2006.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the permit seconded by Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.

The clerk informed the committee of the tax assessor’s recommendation that Delaware Valley Associates update the zoning map.  Proposals for digitizing all of the tax maps would require lengthy investigation into costs.  The clerk will contact other townships to investigate who they used and costs incurred with updating the maps.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the proposal seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.
The Sussex County Health Department contacted the clerk on Friday, July 28, 2006.  Marie Rutkowski, Sussex County Nursing, questioned if the county could hold a flu clinic at the municipal building on Monday, November 13th from 2 to 6:30 p.m.  The county would bill medicare for those that participate in the program.  A fee to those who are not covered by medicare would be charged either $10 or $15 for the shot.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the use of the building pending insurance verification seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.  
The clerk informed the committee of the concerns regarding the performance of the cleaning company.  The committee instructed the clerk to contact the owner of the cleaning company. The clerk has written documentation of all the complaints.
The committee reviewed the letter from North Jersey Housing and Planning in which an additional $4,000 is requested in order to complete the third round obligations for COAH.  The committee instructed the clerk to contact North Jersey Housing for clarification of the proposal. 

08-06 a raffle license for New Jersey Center for Outreach & Services for Autism Community was presented for approval.  The raffle will be held on September 24, 2006 at Stokes State Forest.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to approve the raffle seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.
Ordinance  08-06 an ordinance to establish the Growth Share Plan was introduced for second reading by Mayor MacDonald.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to open the floor to the public seconded by Committeeman Leppert.  There being no comment by those in attendance, Mayor MacDonald made a motion to close the public portion of the meeting seconded by Committeeman Leppert.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to adopt the ordinance seconded by Committeeman Leppert.  A roll call vote followed:  Ayes:  Leppert, Harper, MacDonald  Nays: 0  Absent:  0 Abstain: 0
Ordinance 09-06 an ordinance establishing developer fees was introduced for second reading by Mayor MacDonald.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to open the floor to the public seconded by Committeeman Leppert.  There being no comment from the public Mayor MacDonald made a motion to close the public portion of the meeting seconded by Committeeman Harper.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to adopt the ordinance seconded by Committeeman Leppert.  A roll call vote followed:  Ayes:  Leppert, Harper, MacDonald  Nays: 0  Abstain: 0 Absent: 0
Ordinance  10-06 an ordinance to complete site work at the municipal complex through the capital improvement fund was read by Mayor MacDonald.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the introduction of the ordinance seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.  A roll call vote followed:  Ayes:  Leppert, Harper, MacDonald  Nays: 0  Absent: 0  Abstain: 0  The ordinance will have a public hearing at the next meeting on September 5, 2006.
Ordinance 05-06 previously been tabled, Minor Site Plan amending chapter 157, was read by Mayor MacDonald.  Committeeman Leppert made a motion to approve the introduction of the ordinance seconded by Committeeman Harper and unanimously carried.  A roll call vote followed:  Ayes:  Leppert, Harper, MacDonald  Nays: 0  Absent: 0  Abstain:  0   A public hearing on the ordinance will be held on September 5, 2006. 
Resolution  R-24-06 a resolution adopting the NIMS Directive was read by Mayor MacDonald.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to approve the resolution seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.
Correspondence  Committeeman Harper read a letter from Delaware Valley Associates, Inc., Daniel Kent, in which Mr. Kent responded to questions regarding current lot sizes and subdivision codes and increasing the minimum lot sizes. Mr. Kent researched the zoning regulations, whether they are adequate or should be enlarged to prevent development pressures caused by overflow from adjoining municipalities that recently adopted new large lot zoning and very stringent subdivision codes.  Mr. Kent reviewed the Sussex County Strategic Growth Plan.  Mr. Kent stated in his letter that many tracts of land are limited due to location of streams and wetlands.  The letter will be forwarded to the Land Use Board.  Committeeman Harper stated the Land Use Board will have work sessions scheduled to discuss this matter in September and through December.
The clerk will submit the form for a gypsy moth survey to the State.  The clerk will inform the Chief Finance Officer of the estimated amount to spray for gypsy moths so that it can be allocated into the next year’s budget.
Open Meeting to Floor  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to open the floor to the public seconded by Committeeman Leppert.  The clerk informed the committee that the clerk will be on vacation the week of August 28th.  The construction secretary will be on vacation the week of August 14th.  The Land Use Administrator will be on vacation the week of August 7th.  The municipal clerk will attend the Land Use Meeting in the Land Use Administrator’s absence.  The committee responded to Mr. Raj Sinha questions on 05-08 Ordinance, the Minor Site Plan Ordinance, the special permit for DeAngelis Restaurant, and the building lot on Route 206 next to Eberhardt Upholstery, and mosquito control.   There being no further comment from the floor, Mayor MacDonald made a motion to close the public portion of the meeting seconded by Committeeman Harper.    
Adjourn  There being no further business to discuss, Committeeman Leppert made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 p.m. seconded by Mayor MacDonald.
Respectfully submitted,

Betsy M. Cuneo

Municipal Clerk
