
Sandyston Township Committee Meeting and Salary and Wage Meeting
December 4, 2008

MINUTES

This meeting was opened and called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Leppert who stated this meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act having been duly advertised.

The clerk was asked to call the roll and present were Committeeman Harper, Deputy Mayor MacDonald and Mayor Leppert. Also in attendance were Jessica Caruso, CFO, Amanda Lobban, Treasurer, Kelly Hahn, Tax Collector and Stan Dutkus, OEM.

The Mayor led all present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Salary  and Wages    Sandyston CFO, Jessica Caruso, presented a spread sheet that encompassed a range from 3-5% increases. The Mayor recommended the Committee not take an increase for 2009 with concurrence from the other Committee members. The Clerk’s salary was discussed and the $1000 hold back until certification was obtained would still be in effect for 2009. The Mayor asked if any individual salary requests had been received and there were none. Committee Harper asked what the CPI was and/or what the total net effect of a percentage increase would be on the budget and the CFO said she would produce it. Mayor Leppert made a motion to limit salary and wage increases to 3% except for the positions of CFO and Tax Collector since Jessica Caruso would be hired for both positions, seconded by Committee Harper and unanimously carried. Ms. Caruso indicated she would spend a minimum of 20 hours per week at Sandyston to include at least one full day. The Committee discussed her salary of $18,000 for Tax Collector and $7,200 as CFO and upon motion by Committee Harper, seconded by Mayor Leppert the salaries were approved. The Committee and the CFO noted the increases all fall within the Salary and Wage Ordinance establishing minimums and maximums for the different positions. Mayor Leppert made a motion to close the work session, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.
Approval of Minutes  Deputy Mayor MacDonald made a motion to approve the Minutes of November 18, 2008 Regular Meeting and Executive Session, seconded by Committeeman Harper and unanimously carried.  
Tax Collector The Tax Collector’s report for the Month of November 2008 was presented with total receipts Month-to-Date of $846,510.01 and Year-to-Date of $4,417,733.98.  Mayor Leppert made a motion to approve the report, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s report for the Month of November 2008 was presented with a beginning balance of $439,256.30, total receipts of $898,984.57, total disbursements of $678,354.65 and an ending balance of $659,886.22. Mayor Leppert made a motion to approve the report, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Payment of Vouchers  The committee reviewed the vouchers. Discussion on the sinking fund Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the payment of vouchers in the amount of $389,769.98 funds permitting, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald. A roll call vote yielded Ayes: Harper, MacDonald, Leppert; Nays: 0. 
Departmental Reports  The committee reviewed the departmental reports and time sheets. The committee reviewed the request by the Temporary Road Foreman Joseph Haggerty to carry over his vacation, sick and personal days into calendar year 2009. Committeeman Harper stated it was a valid exception to policy considering the  circumstances of being without the Road Foreman for almost the entire year and made a motion to accept the request, seconded by Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.
Old Business  
Speeding letters/warning light. No update.  
Post Office: Lease; Rent Payment. The Committee directed the Clerk to set up a direct deposit of the rent check from the USPS.
Mutual Aid and Assistance Agreement with Sussex County. Clerk Murphy stated no revised agreement had been received.
Limousine Ordinance. Clerk Murphy stated he and Deputy Clerk Lobban met with Paul Snyder, Special Investigator, NJ Automobile Insurance Plan, Mount Laurel, NJ 08054 and discussed limousine local ordinances. A company known as Slow Ride Limo, Inc. AKA Ameri-Line, Inc. had repeatedly requested Certificates from the town and given an operating location as 133 Route 206, Sandyston, NJ although no one had witnessed any vehicles at that location. Mr. Snyder presented a list of considerations in developing a future township ordinance. The Committee directed the Clerk to follow up on having a prospective ordinance with the Municipal Attorney.
Fire Prevention Ordinance. George Owen, Fire Official requested Chapter 71 of the local Ordinances be updated to comply with a report sent by the DCA, Div. of Fire Safety. The report identified areas that required changes or corrective action in order for the Township to comply with Code requirements and enforcement by the Local Enforcement Agency (LEA). A copy of the letter detailing those areas involving LEA Operations, Finances and Ordinances had been forwarded to the Municipal Attorney by the Deputy Clerk along with a copy of a neighboring municipalities ordinance with a request to prepare the revised ordinance by the January 2009 Reorganization Meeting.   
New Business
Recreation Committee. A Letter of Resignation from Cindy Leppert was received which the Mayor made a motion to accept with regrets, seconded by Committeeman Harper and unanimously carried. Mayor Leppert made a motion to appoint Shane White to replace Ms. Leppert, seconded by Committeeman Harper and unanimously carried.

Land Use Board. A letter was received from Erma Gormley requesting not to be reappointed which was accepted by the Committee noting the new Mayor would appoint someone to the Board. 
Use of the Building: Kittatinny Little League on 12/11/2008 @ 8:00 p.m. Mayor Leppert made a motion to approve the use of the building, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.
OPRA Request. Clerk Murphy stated the Township had received a request for multiple records the majority of which can be forwarded electronically per the request. It was noted that all the surrounding municipalities had received the same request. CFO Caruso stated that certain records previously stored by Vital from 2003-2006 were destroyed within six months, but that she could respond with hard copies of those years subsequent to 2006. Clerk Murphy stated he would reply the following day both electronically and by certified mail for the remaining records.
Approval of Township Committee Meeting Dates. The Township Committee discussed the various meeting dates and times and approved the following to be published:
SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP ANNUAL NOTICE OF MEETING DATES

TAKE NOTICE that in compliance with the State of New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975 C. 231, publication of this document is to be considered official advance notice that the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, will hold regular meetings on the below listed dates, that being predominantly the 2nd Tuesday of each month, during the year 2009 unless that date is a legal holiday. Any change(s) to the below listed dates will be duly advertised. 

January 2, 2009 at 9:00 a.m.       (Reorganization & Regular)




February 10, 2009 at 7:30 p.m.




March 10, 2009 at 9:00 a.m.




April 14, 2009 at 7:30 p.m.




May 12, 2009 at 9:00 a.m.





June 9, 2009 at 7:30 p.m.



July 14, 2009 at 9:00 a.m.




August 11, 2009 at 7:30 p.m.




September 8, 2009 at 9:00 a.m.




October 13, 2009 at 7:30 p.m.




November 10, 2009 at 9:00 a.m.



            December 3, 2009 at 6:30 p.m.

The foregoing meetings will be held at the Sandyston Township Municipal Building, 133 Route 645, Sandyston, New Jersey and may be preceded by a work session to be held prior to the regularly scheduled meeting at either 6:30 p.m. or 8:30 a.m. predicated on the above-noted time(s). Formal action by the governing body may or may not be taken following work sessions.

Resolutions
R-48-08 A RESOLUTION TO FIX A TIME AND DATE FOR THE ANNUAL REORGANIZATION MEETING

WHEREAS, the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey has a  Township Committee form of government; and 

WHEREAS, the members of the governing body are elected for terms commencing January 1; and 

WHEREAS, the governing body utilizes N.J.S.A. 40:45A-1 to fix the date and time of its annual reorganization meeting.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that at 9:00 A.M. on January 2, 2009 the reorganization meeting shall take place.

R-46-08   A RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH SALARIES AND WAGES FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2009

WHEREAS, the Township of Sandyston has adopted a "Minimum and Maximum Salary and Wage Ordinance”; and


WHEREAS, the Township of Sandyston wishes to establish salaries and wages for the calendar year 2009 within the minimum and maximum ranges established by Township Ordinance 2008-01. 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, that the following employees and officials shall receive the compensation herein set forth, effective 

January 1, 2009 and each year thereafter, until amended or repealed. Salaries are hereby established and fixed as the salary to be paid to the officers, and positions of employees, herein set forth. All of the salaries to which the respective incumbents of said offices might otherwise be entitled, except, however, which may be payable by law, or which otherwise may be properly authorized to be paid by this resolution, or another resolution of the Township Committee, to wit:   








Mayor



per annum, payable quarterly


$  3,500  

Committeemen

per annum, payable quarterly


$  2,600

Municipal Clerk

per annum, payable monthly


$  35,730 
 

Deputy Clerk


per annum, payable yearly          

$  1 

 Registrar


per annum, payable monthly


$  803    

Tax Collector


per annum, payable monthly 


$  18,000


Tax Assessor


per annum, payable monthly           

$  14,000

Deputy Tax Assessor             per annum, payable quarterly              
$  500     

Treasurer


per annum, payable monthly


$  8,317
           

CFO


            per annum, payable monthly             

$  7,200

Construction Official

per annum, payable monthly


$  20,034


          

Sec., Bd. of Health

per annum, payable monthly


$  1,071  


Emer. Mgt. Coord.

per annum, payable quarterly


$  1,689


Animal Control Off.

per annum, payable quarterly


$  2,220


(plus $1.00 per dog license issued, plus mileage) dog pick-up @ $ 25.00)

Sec., Const. Off.

per hour, payable monthly


$  12.82      

Fire Sub-Code Official
per hour, payable monthly


$  27.71      
                 

                                               (maximum-$3,000.00 per year)

Plumbing Sub-Code Off.
per annum, payable monthly


$  5,856

Electrical Inspector
            per annum, payable monthly              

$  5,856

Housing Officer

per insp., payable monthly


$  35.00

Code Enforc. Off.

per hour, payable monthly


$  30.49       
  

            (plus mileage)

Fire Prev./Life Haz. Off.
Shared Service



$  50.00      
       

Road Foreman,

per hour, payable bi-weekly


$  26.94      

Roadman Sr.


per hour, payable bi-weekly


$  18.18      


       

Roadman Jr.                            per hour, payable bi-weekly               
$  15.76

Laborers,


per hour, payable monthly

     minimum wage

Temp. Truck Drivers, 

per hour, payable monthly


$  12.50      
         

Planning Bd. Secretary,
Shared Service


           
$  14,952 

Land Use Admin. 

per permit, payable monthly, 

100% zoning permit fees

Official Tax Search Off. 
100% search fees

Official Improv. Search Off.
100% search fees

Vouchers for mileage shall be prepared and submitted monthly. All those eligible for car allowance shall be allowed: 





$0.51 (cents)per mile.

All employees, other than hourly employees, whose appearance is necessary in a court case shall be paid $20.00 (dollars) per appearance. The hourly employees shall be paid their hourly rate.

A motion to approve Resolution R-46-08 by title was made by Mayor Leppert, seconded

by Committeeman Harper and unanimously carried.

R-45-08 A RESOLUTION TO SET ASIDE TAX SALE CERTIFICATES 1-96, 1-97, 1-98, 3-99 AND 1-01


WHEREAS, a resolution is required by the Tax Collector to set aside a Tax Sale Certificate issued against Block 401 Lot 21 per the attached list; and

WHEREAS, Block 401 Lot 21 was created by the assessor in 1995; and 

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector sold the property at tax sale in 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, and 2001 to Thomas Scala; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Scala foreclosed on the property on January 19, 2005; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Scala entered into a sale contract with the State of New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, The State of New Jersey discovered that Block 401 Lot 21 is a part of Block 501 Lot 1 as recorded in mortgage book 654 on page 275, but is separated by Flatbrook Road resulting in a creation of a new lot; and   


WHEREAS, Mr. Scala is requesting a refund of all monies paid on Block 401 Lot 21.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex that the above referenced tax 
sale certificate be set aside and the monies be reimbursed for all years in question to Thomas Scala, 204 Stephens Road, West Milford, NJ 07840.

_____________________________

Kelly A. Hahn, CTC








Tax Collector

Following discussion with Tax Collector Hahn the Township Committee decided that the

amount requested of $13,998.10 be reduced by $85.00 (recording fees) and a refund

payment be made in the amount of $13,913.10 to Mr. Thomas Scala upon confirmation 

by the Municipal Attorney. A motion to approve Resolution R-45-08 as amended was 

made by Mayor Leppert, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously 
carried.

R-47-08 Budget Transfers
WHEREAS, it appears certain amounts for specific purposes in the 2008 Municipal Budget have been expended; and

WHEREAS, there being bills to pay; and

WHEREAS, there is to be sufficient funds in other accounts to meet the demands thereon for the balance of the year.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A4-58 a portion of the surplus in the accounts hereafter mentioned are hereby transferred to the accounts deemed insufficient to meet current demands:

FROM: MASTER PLAN

O/E

01-201-21-186-020
$10,500.00

TO:
  ZONING BOARD

O/E

01-201-20-185-020
$10,500.00

FROM: CLERK


S/W

01-201-20-120-010
$            .12

TO:
FINANCE


S/W

01-201-20-130-010
$            .12

FROM:  TAX ASSESSOR

O/E

01-201-20-150-020
$4,000.04

TO:
TAX ASSESSOR

S/W

01-201-20-150-010
$         .04

TO:
LEGAL


O/E

01-201-20-155-020
$4,000.00

FROM:  ELECTRICAL INSP
S/W

01-201-22-196-010
$5,685.00

TO:
SOCIAL SECURITY



01-201-36-472-020
$1,985.00

TO:  CONSTRUCTION

S/W

01-201-22-195-010
$3,700.00

FROM:  PLUMBING INSP

S/W

01-201-22-197-010
$5,685.00

TO:  CONSTRUCTION

S/W

01-201-22-195-010
$5,685.00

FROM:  SANITATION

O/E

01-201-26-305-020
$369.50

TO:
BLDGS & GROUNDS
O/E

01-201-26-310-020
$369.50

FROM:  PUBLIC HEALTH SVS
O/E

01-201-27-330-020
$     .04

TO:
PUBLIC HEALTH SVS
S/W

01-201-27-330-010
$     .04

FROM:  TELEPHONE

O/E

01-201-31-440-020
$669.06

TO:  ELECTRICITY


O/E

01-201-31-430-020
$669.06

FROM:  SOCIAL SECURITY


01-201-36-472-020
$880.63

TO:  ANIMAL CONTROL

S/W

01-201-27-340-010
$649.00

TO:  ANIMAL CONTROL 

O/E

01-201-27-340-010
$231.63

A motion to approve Resolution R-47-08 was made by Mayor Leppert, seconded
by Committeeman Harper and unanimously carried.

Ordinances
ORDINANCE 2008-13 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTERS 1, 36, 64, 69, 91, 150 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SANDYSTON was presented for public hearing and adoption. Mayor Leppert made a motion to open the floor to the public, seconded by Committeeman Harper. No one wished to be heard. Committeeman Harper made a motion to close the floor, seconded by Mayor Leppert. Mayor Leppert made a motion to adopt the Ordinance, seconded Committeeman Harper. A roll call vote followed:  Ayes: MacDonald, Harper, Leppert; Nays: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0.

ORDINANCE 2008-14 SOURCE SEPARATION AND RECYCLING was introduced by title by Mayor Leppert.  
The Township Committee, of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex, in the State of New Jersey, does ordain: 

Sections §1-6, Chapter 118, Recycling shall be deleted and replaced and amended in its entirety so as to read: 

Committeeman Harper made a motion to introduce the Ordinance, seconded by Mayor  Leppert and unanimously carried. The second reading and public hearing will be held on January 2, 2009 at which time all interested persons present will be given the opportunity to be heard
Correspondence. Committeeman Harper suggested the Township does not defer the pension contribution. This was in response to Governor Corzine’s pension payment deferral option announced at the NJLOM meeting in November 2008.
Open Meeting to the Floor.  
Mayor Leppert made a motion to open the meeting to the floor, seconded by Committeeman Harper and unanimously carried.
Raj Sinha stated information relayed to him by the Fish and Game Dept. 

indicated there are more bears per square mile than in any state. He stated  the Sussex County Board of Agriculture urged people to write to the Governor to propose a bear hunt or get help. Committeeman Harper noted farmers can get an Eradication Permit from the DEP, but damage to a farm must be documented. He noted this information was not publicized. 
Stan Dutkus stated Santa will visit the STVFD at 5:30 on Saturday. 

Kelly Hahn asked if she should follow through with Bob Pastor changing the assessment on the other properties (Scala). Committeeman Harper said a note should be sent to him.

Mayor Leppert made a motion to close the public portion, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.
Adjournment  
There being no further business to discuss, Mayor Leppert made a motion to adjourn at 8:54 p.m., seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Jerard J. Murphy, Acting Municipal Clerk


