MINUTES
SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP PLANNING BOARD

FEBRUARY 1, 2010
This meeting has been duly advertised and meets all requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act.

Present:  Fred MacDonald


Absent : None

   John DeJager


   George Harper

   Lou Cherepy


   Marc Cunico


   Ron Green


   Ed Ibsen


   Mike Milligan

   Rajesh Sinha


   Joe Pinzone
 
   Keith Utter

Also present was Jessica Caldwell, Planner, of Harold Pellow & Associates.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
The January 4, 2010 Reorganization and Regular Meeting Minutes were reviewed.  A Motion was made by Mr. Cunico and seconded by Mr. Harper to approve the January 4, 2010 Reorganization and Regular Meeting Minutes.  All were in favor.  The Motion was carried.
APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:
A Motion was made by Mr. Cunico and seconded by Mr. DeJager to approve the following vouchers for payment:

Harold E. Pellow & Assoc.
Inv. 50691
12/31/09




(COAH)



$  1,235.96
McGivney & Kluger, P.C.
Inv. 911120
12/31/09




(Hanlon - Subdivision)

$       98.00
McGivney & Kluger, P.C.
Inv. 911122 
12/31/09




(Hull - Variance)


$     336.00
McGivney & Kluger, P.C.
Inv. 911121
12/31/09




(General Admin. Nov, 2009)

$     378.00
Roll Call:  Mr. MacDonald, yes; Mr. DeJager, yes; Mr. Harper, yes; Mr. Cherepy, yes; Mr. Cunico, yes; Mr. Green, yes; Mr. Ibsen, yes; Mr. Milligan, yes; Mr. Sinha, yes; and Mr. Utter, yes.  The Motion was carried.

CORRESPONDENCE:

The following correspondence was reviewed and no formal action was taken:

1. Letter dated January 10, 2010 from ANJEC regarding Protecting Our Streams and Major State Programs Affecting Land Use; and
2. Letter dated January 22, 2010 from the New Jersey League of Municipalities regarding  COAH; and

3. The December, 2009 and January 2010 New Jersey Planner
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OTHER BUSINESS
Master Plan – Plan Endorsement:

Appearing before the board was Jessica Caldwell of Harold Pellow & Associates to discuss the Plan Endorsement Process.  Mrs. Caldwell indicated that the Plan Endorsement Process is a 10 step process and Sandyston Township is at step 4.  She was asked by the Planning Board to come to this meeting to discuss the next 3 steps, for which she has submitted a proposal.  
Mrs. Caldwell indicated that the next step is Step 5 which is Visioning.  This would include a series of visioning workshops with the community to essentially envision what you want to see for the future of Sandyston Township and the Town Centers.  There will be 2 public hearings at which a vision statement will be proposed.

Mrs. Caldwell indicated that the next step is Step 6 which is the Consistency Review by the Office of Smart Growth.  OSG deems the petition package complete and conducts a consistency review of all the documentation submitted.  The review will result in an action plan of items that OSG believes the Township should complete in order to be consistent with the State Plan.  Mrs. Caldwell indicated that her office will work with OSG on the action plan, providing information for items that may be missing but have been completed by the Township and negotiating items to be completed.  This step also includes the negotiation of the Center Boundary.  
Mrs. Caldwell indicated that the next step is Step 7 which is the Action Plan Authorization and Completion.  Under this step the township must conduct a public hearing before the Planning Board and the Township Committee in order to review and authorize the Action Plan and Memorandum of Understanding with the State Planning Commission.  The public hearings are to gain recommendations and approval of the Action Plan and MOU.  

Mrs. Caldwell indicated that the completion time for each step varies.  Step 5-Visioning will take approximately 4 months to complete; Step 6-the Consistency Review will take 4 to 5 months to complete; and Step 7-the Action Plan Authorization will take approximately 4 months to complete.  

Mrs. Caldwell indicated that fees requested for these steps are as follows:  Step 5 – Visioning - $6,500; Step 6 – Consistency Review - $1,200 and Step 7 – Action Plan Hearings - $1,200 for a total Estimate of $8,900.  
Mr. Cherepy asked Mrs. Caldwell to explain the visioning process and how it works.  She indicated that it is to bring the community together to look at the maps, possibly sketching or drawing, taking lists of ideas down.  It is meant to be an involved back and forth where you break up into small groups rather than doing a presentation in front of a large group and then taking questions.  This idea is to get ideas from the community as to what they would like to see for future growth in the community.  Mr. Cherepy indicated that we do have in our Master Plan a Vision Statement for the Municipality.  He also would like to see the citizens involved in this process, together with the business and agricultural community.  He would also like to see the County Planner give a presentation as to how Sandyston’s Plan is consistent with the County’s Strategic Growth Plan.  He also feels the National Park Service, the DEP and the Nature Conservancy should be here to make brief presentations as to what their vision is for property in Sandyston Township.  It was also suggested that someone from the Department of Agriculture come to the meeting.  He also suggested that the surrounding townships be invited to the hearings.
It was requested that the board secretary forward this proposal to the Township Committee for approval in the 2010 Budget before proceeding. 
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Small Wind Energy Ordinance:

The board reviewed 2 ordinances adopted in Newton Township and Frankford Township.  It was agreed to carry this matter to the next board meeting.
2009 Annual Report:

The 2009 Annual Report was reviewed. A Motion was made by Mr. Pinzone and seconded by Mr. DeJager to approve the Annual Report and to forward same to the Township Committee for review.  All were in favor.  The Motion was carried.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

This meeting was opened to the public.  There was no public participation.  This meeting was closed to the public.
ADJOURNMENT:

As there was no further business before the Board, a Motion was made by Mr. Cunico and seconded by Mr. Milligan to adjourn the meeting.  All were in favor.  The meeting was adjourned.






Respectfully submitted,







Sharon M. Yarosz









Secretary
