Sandyston Township Committee Meeting

February 7, 2006

MINUTES

This meeting was opened and called to order at 6:32 p.m. by Mayor MacDonald who stated that this meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, having been duly advertised.

The clerk was asked to call the roll.

Present were:  Committeeman Leppert, Committeeman Harper, and Mayor MacDonald

Also in attendance:  Jerry Orr, Jessica Caruso, Amy Lobban, Stan Dutkus, Jackie Waldron, Raj Sinha, Larry Frank, Allison Shaffer, Kathy Green, Robert Green, Lorraine Scelba

All present were invited to join in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Budget Draft  Mr. Orr and Ms. Caruso, Chief Finance Officer, presented the draft of the 2006 budget. Mr. Orr explained increases in the salary and wages.  The following were increased:  municipal clerk, financial administration, assessment of taxes, planning board,  construction department, fire prevention, and streets and roads totaling $42,500.  The following expenses remained the same:  audit services, computer expense, legal services, engineering services & planning, insurance, and unemployment.  The following expenses increased:  planning board, construction department, workers compensation, and 911 costs.     Other expenses increased were:  road repairs & maintenance, public buildings & grounds, vehicle expense, electricity, telephone, fuel oil and public employee retirement.  Committeeman Harper questioned Mr. Orr as to funding for the Council On Affordable Housing obligations.  Mr. Orr stated funding could be provided by bonding.  Blue Ridge Rescue Squad submitted a letter the day of the meeting requesting an additional $15,000 for radio upgrades.  Mr. Orr stated currently there is no additional funding for the Blue Ridge Rescue Squad.  Mr. Orr explained if the township wanted to contribute, the committee may choose to take the money out of the capital improvement fund.  A discussion was held regarding adding money to the capital improvement fund.  Some funds are available for the updating of township maps. The gypsy moth project can not be completed this year as there are no funds to so.    Mr. Pellow, Engineer, requested additional funds to complete the Hotalen Road Project.  Mr. Orr stated that originally $20,000 was set aside for engineering costs.   Committeeman Harper will contact Mr. Pellow to discuss his request.  Committeeman Harper stated that the road department is in need of a dump truck.  The purchase of a new dump truck would be funded through the capital account.   Committeeman Harper questioned Mr. Orr as to sinking fund.  Mr. Orr stated that he believed the fund could be paid at the ten year mark and he would confirm the payback.   The committee thanked Mr. Orr for his years of dedicated service.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion for a brief recess so that the committee could present Mr. Orr with a retirement present and enjoy cake and coffee.         
Sale of Kittatinny Lake Property   Mayor MacDonald made a motion to open bidding on Block 1806 Lot 2 seconded by Committeeman Leppert.   Mayor MacDonald opened the bidding at $10,000.  Mr. Michael Burgoon bid $10,000.  There being no other bids from the public, Committeeman Leppert made a motion to close the bidding seconded by Mayor MacDonald.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to accept the bid by Mr. Burgoon for $10,000 seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.  A roll call vote followed:   Ayes:  Leppert, Harper, MacDonald  Nays: 0  Abstain:  0 Absent: 0  The committee congratulated Mr. Burgoon on his purchase.  Mr. Burgoon placed a ten percent deposit with the clerk.       

Approval of Minutes  The minutes of the reorganization and regular meeting held on January 3, 2006 were presented for approval.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to approve the minutes seconded by Committeeman Harper and unanimously carried.

Tax Collector’s Report  The tax collector’s report was presented with total receipts of $403,960.47.  Committeeman Leppert made a motion to approve the report seconded by Committeeman Harper and unanimously carried.

Treasurer’s Report  The treasurer’s report was presented with total receipts of $414,534.37 and total disbursements of $242,992.22 and ending balance of $1,453,626.72.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried. 

Payment of Vouchers  The committee reviewed the vouchers.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to approve the vouchers seconded by Committeeman Harper and unanimously carried.

Departmental Reports  The committee reviewed the time sheets.  The road foreman stated on his departmental report concerns regarding the Ridge Road drainage problem.  Committeeman Harper stated that it has been a wet year and there is considerable run off on Ridge Road.  A repair is needed on the Leppin driveway in the spring.  Committeeman Harper explained that he met with Mr. Leppin and the road foreman.  A pipe will be placed under the Leppin’s driveway to alleviate some of the runoff. Committeeman Harper inspected the drainage issue on the Fitzgerald property.  It appears that most of the drainage problem has been corrected.  However, a problem still remains at Kopec side of the Fitzgerald driveway.  
Unfinished Business  The clerk informed the committee that some minor issues with the hood for the kitchen were completed.   Committeeman Harper questioned if there were liquidation penalties.  The clerk will check with the attorney and architect.
Mr. Dutkus came forward to inform the committee that most of the employees have successfully completed the NIMS requirement.  Mr. Dutkus is completing a spread sheet of all who have completed programs such as NIMS and RTK.  Mr. Dutkus stated that the siren is to be repaired on or about February 13th.  Mr. Dutkus informed the committee that a frequency change in the radio equipment will occur in 2012. All wide band systems must be converted to low band.  It is estimated that it will cost approximately $5,000.    

Committeeman Harper instructed the clerk to place the kitchen, sidewalk, and Hotalen Road Project on the agenda every month.
A license was granted for the Hotalen Road Project.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to accept the Tomaro bid of $165,000 which is to be modified by the township engineer to $139,856 to remain in the range of the grant.  Committeeman Leppert seconded the motion and unanimously carried.
The committee reviewed the letter from Mr. Schaffer with regard to final payment on the municipal building.  The committee agreed to the final payment of $30,650 made payable to the Meridian Consulting Group—Atlantic Mutual Insurance Company.
The committee reviewed the contract to purchase the adjoining lot, block 1103 lot 1, in the amount $110,000.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the contract seconded by Committeeman Leppert.  Mayor MacDonald signed the agreement.  The clerk will forward the agreement to the attorney.
The committee reviewed the draft letter from the attorney with regard to Mr. Schindler’s questions last month.  The committee agreed with the language.  The clerk will notify the attorney.
Matters of Action & Information    Mayor MacDonald signed the Broker of Record Letter for R.C. Lain.

The committee reviewed the speed limit survey and Harold Pellow’s proposal of approximately $3,000 a road to complete the survey. The survey is for Ayers, Meyers, and DeGroat. The committee instructed the clerk to research how other towns get speed limits posted.  
The committee reviewed the raffle licenses for the Sandyston Township Volunteer Fire Department and the Sandyston Walpack PTO.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the applications seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.

The committee reviewed the request for use of the building.  The following dates were approved:  Sandyston Township Volunteer Fire Department, Thursday, May 11th 8 p.m.; Assemblyman Garrett’s staff the third Wednesday of the month 10 am to noon; Delaware Church Friday, November 10th 3 pm to 9 pm, Saturday, November 11th, 10am to 9 pm; and Sunday, November 12th 11 am to 3 pm.  Ms. Kathy Green stated that she needs at least 20 long tables to prepare crafts on.  The township has round tables. The committee stated the fire department has long tables and she should contact the fire department to use their tables.
The clerk received two proposals for a ramp for the fire department.  Firehouse Floors $3,469 and Spectrum Coatings Company is $2,660 for epoxy or $2,975 for rubber.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to forward the proposals to the fire department for comment and review.  Committeeman Leppert seconded the motion.  
Mayor MacDonald signed the annual agreement with Farmside Landscape & Design Inc. in the amount of $4,680. Committeeman Harper made a motion to accept the agreement seconded by Committeeman Leppert.  All agreed that it was money well spent as Farmside takes pride in their work.  Committeeman Harper questioned if Farmside has inspected the newly planted trees on Maple Lane.  The clerk stated Farmside has been kind enough to spray for beetles on the trees.  
The committee reviewed the annual agreement for the copy machine with Freedom Business Machines in the amount of $635.  The fax machine annual agreement will not be renewed.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to approve the copy machine agreement only seconded by Committeeman Harper and unanimously carried.
Committeeman Leppert informed the committee that he had been contacted by Ms. Jennifer Spinks to use the building for a bike race to be held on June 18th.  Committeeman Leppert stated that the race is open to 10 to 18 year olds.  Committeeman Leppert will forward a use of building form to Ms. Spinks.  Ms. Spinks will attend the Recreation Meeting in February with more details.  Committeeman Harper stated that the organizers will need a Hold Harmless Indemnification and name Sandyston Township as an additional insured.  All agreed it sounded like a great source of activity for the children of Sandyston.
The committee reviewed the letter from Blue Ridge Rescue Squad requesting town employees become trained as EMT’s to answer calls during business hours.  The committee instructed the clerk to pass out the fliers to all employees to determine if there is any interest.

Mayor MacDonald stated that a letter would be going out to the Sandyston Walpack School congratulating the school, faculty, and administration on there success with the annual testing.    
The committee reviewed the letter from the National Park Service responding to the leasehold properties in Sandyston.  Committeeman Harper stated that he had several conversations with Superintendent Donahue.  The National Park Service is concerned with all the obligations the farmers have on the property. The farmers may feel that it is not necessary or equitable to keep farming the lands.  Mayor MacDonald will contact Superintendent Donahue and invite him to a meeting to discuss the matter further.  The letter will be forwarded to our tax assessor.

Congressman Garrett sent a letter to the committee regarding any assistance he may provide with projects Sandyston may have in the future.  A reply will be sent.

Ordinance   01-06 An ordinance to amend the salaries & wages was introduced for public hearing.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to open to the floor seconded by Committeeman Leppert.  There being no comment from anyone in attendance, Mayor MacDonald made a motion to close the hearing to the public seconded by Committeeman Leppert.  A roll call vote was held.  Ayes: Leppert, Harper, MacDonald  Nays: 0  Absent: 0  Abstain: 0

Resolution  R-12-06 was pulled from the agenda due to financial restraints in the budget for the Gypsy Moth Program.

The committee reviewed the change to the personnel policy regarding attendance at meetings.  A revision will be presented at the next meeting.

Open Meeting to Floor  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to open the meeting to the public seconded by Committeeman Leppert.  Mr. Sinha expressed his support in having the township work more closely with the National Park Service and Assemblyman’s Garrett’s Office.  Committeeman Harper stated that the problem with the National Park Service and the ball fields is that there are certain avenues that must be followed.   Mr. Sinha stated residents would be willing to have a “work day” that would help repair the fields and roads.  Committeeman Harper suggested the recreation committee keep communication open with the YMCA.  
Ms. Allison Shaffer questioned if there were progress with the YMCA and the expansion of recreational fields.    Committeeman Harper explained that the YMCA attended a meeting of the Land Use Board to discuss some possible expansions.  The YMCA is trying to put together a master plan.  Committeeman Leppert stated that the fields at the Kittatinny Camp have been vandalized again.  
There being no additional comments from the public, Mayor MacDonald made a motion to close the public portion of the meeting seconded by Committee Leppert.

Adjourn  Committeeman Leppert made a motion to close the meeting seconded by Committeeman Harper.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:28 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Betsy M. Cuneo

Municipal Clerk
