Sandyston Township Committee Meeting

February 12, 2008

MINUTES

This meeting was opened and called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Leppert who stated this meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act having been duly advertised.

The clerk was asked to call the roll.

Presents were:  Committeeman Harper and Mayor Leppert

                         Committeeman MacDonald arrived at 8:17 p.m.

Also in attendance:  Raj Sinha and Bob Mack
All present were asked to join in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Approval of Minutes  The minutes of the January 1, 2008 reorganization and regular meeting were motioned by Committeeman Harper for approval seconded by Mayor Leppert.

Tax Collector  The tax collector’s report was presented with total receipts of $299,956.39.  Mayor Leppert made a motion to approve the report seconded by Committeeman Harper.

Treasurer’s Report  The treasurer’s report was presented with total receipts of $309,899.09 total disbursements of $388,628.06 and ending balance of $1,229,179.81.  Mayor Leppert stated there appeared to be an error with the ending balance of the report.  The clerk was instructed to check with the finance officer as to the correct number.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the report pending the correction from the finance officer seconded by Mayor Leppert.  (A correction was made to the report.  The ending balance is $890,551.75)
Payment of Vouchers   The committee reviewed the vouchers.  The clerk was instructed to review the phone bills.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the vouchers seconded by Mayor Leppert.

Departmental Reports  The committee reviewed the time sheets and departmental reports.  

Old Business  Mayor Leppert met with John Risko and Don Davis from the County regarding the fire department concerns when entering and leaving the Layton Firehouse. Mayor Leppert stated two representatives from the fire department, Scott House and Bob Mack, also attended the meeting.  Mayor Leppert felt the County was receptive to the idea of a warning light near the fire department.  There may be a possibility of obtaining two lights in the village.  Mayor Leppert will keep the committee apprised of the situation.

The sidewalk project in the Layton Village was recommended by the engineer for acceptance.  Mayor Leppert signed a letter accepting the project.

The committee reviewed the proposal from Jessica Caldwell, Planner.  The proposal was in the amount of $7,800 to complete the COAH Substantive Certification.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the proposal seconded by Mayor Leppert.

The committee reviewed the gypsy moth documents.  The township was informed by the Department of Agriculture recommended 2229 acres costing $39.44 an acres totaling $87,911.76 need to be sprayed.  The clerk received notification the day of the meeting the state can only spray one application of bt reducing the amount of acreage to 1286 costing $50,719.84.  The committee discussed the effectiveness of spraying one application and placing the spraying in the budget.  The clerk stated the finance officer and auditor were reviewing the budget to determine if the township could afford to spray this year.   

The Outdoor Ordinance and the Parking Lot Agreement were unavailable and will be placed on the agenda for next month.

New Business  Ms. Mary Emilius from the Sussex County Economic Development Partnership cancelled due to the weather.  Ms. Emilius will attend the March meeting.

Ms. Joann Williamson, Recycling Coordinator, cancelled due to the weather, will attend the March meeting.

Mr. Bob Mack, Sandyston Township Volunteer Fire Department, came forward to inform the committee the fire department is applying for a grant and would like the township to contribute 10% in matching funds.  The grant is in the amount of $72,652.81 for additional radio communications.  The clerk will check with the finance officer as to the availability of funds.  Mr. Mack will attend the next meeting with more details.  Mr. Mack thanked the committee for the furnace at the Layton Fire House.  The committee thanked Mr. Mack for attending.
The committee reviewed the Fire Prevention Interlocal Agreement with Hampton Township.  Mayor Leppert signed the agreement.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the agreement seconded by Mayor Leppert.

Kittatinny Little League submitted a Use of Building form.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve Kittatinny Little League seconded by Mayor Leppert.

Freedom Business Machines submitted the annual maintenance agreement in the amount of $795.  The clerk stated there was no change from the previous year.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the agreement seconded by Mayor Leppert.

Farmside Landscape submitted proposals for spring cleanup and remulching in the amount of $2,850 and $2,580 for tree and shrub care.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the agreements seconded by Mayor Leppert.

The annual agreement with Sussex County for Hepatitis B Program was moved for approval by Mayor Leppert and seconded by Committeeman Harper.  
David Simmons, Harold Pellow & Associates, submitted a request to reduce the performance bond for the St. Thomas Church.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to reduce the bond $17,880 seconded by Mayor Leppert.
Mountain Radio and Electronics LLC submitted a maintenance contract renewal in the amount of $1375.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the contract seconded by Mayor Leppert.
The Sandyston Township Volunteer Fire Department submitted a membership request for Steven Sugar.  Mayor Leppert made a motion to approve the application seconded by Committeeman Harper.

Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the blue light permit for Alan Delea and the red light permit for Robert Mack.  Mayor Leppert seconded the motion.

The Sandyston Walpack PTO submitted two applications for raffles/tricky tray for May.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the applications seconded by Mayor Leppert.

Committeeman Harper stated on January 23 representatives from the Nature Conservancy, Eric Olsen, Skylands Project Manager Tara Brown, Keith Utter, George Harper, Sharon Yarosz, and Betsy Cuneo met to review the conservancy’s mission in Sandyston Township. A priority for The Nature’s Conservancy is the protection of the land and water quality of the Little Flatbrook and its surrounding watershed.  Committeeman Harper stated The Nature Conservancy should be addressed in the Master Plan.  The clerk will forward the information to the planning board as they are currently revising the master plan.
Mayor Leppert stated on January 30 Keith Armstrong, Shared Services Coordinator of Sussex County met with Alan Delea, Betsy Cuneo, and Bill Leppert.  Mayor Leppert questioned if the county could help us with gypsy moth spraying.  Keith Armstrong stated at this time, the county cannot help.  Keith Armstrong explained some of the programs available with the county.  Ie. truck washing facilities, RTK classes, substance abuse, counseling, and county commodity.

Resolution  R-12-08 a resolution to create a Municipal Records Management Committee was read by Mayor Leppert.  Mayor Leppert made a motion to approve the resolution seconded by Committeeman Harper.

Resolution  R-13-08 a resolution for final approval for Farmland Preservation was read by Mayor Leppert.  Mayor Leppert made a motion to approve the resolution seconded by Committeeman Harper.

Resolution  R-14-08 a resolution to participate in the Paris Grant with Sussex County was read by Mayor Leppert.  Mayor Leppert made a motion to approve the resolution seconded by Committeeman Harper.

Resolution  R-15-08 a resolution authorizing the release of funds for a tax overpayment was read by Mayor Leppert.  Mayor Leppert made a motion to approve the resolution seconded by Committeeman Harper.

Ordinance  2008-01 S & W Ordinance was introduced for second reading by Mayor Leppert.  Mayor Leppert made a motion to open the meeting to the floor seconded by Committeeman Harper.  There being no comment from the floor Mayor Leppert made a motion to close the public portion seconded by Committeeman Harper.  Mayor Leppert made a motion to adopt the ordinance seconded by Committeeman Harper.  A roll call vote followed:  Ayes:  Harper, Leppert  Nays: 0 Abstain: 0  Absent: MacDonald
Ordinance  2008-02 Contiguous Unconstrained Developable Land Revision was introduced for second reading by Mayor Leppert.  Mayor Leppert made a motion to open the meeting to the floor seconded by Committeeman Harper.  There being no comment from the floor, Mayor Leppert made a motion to close the public portion seconded by Committeeman Harper.  Mayor Leppert made a motion to adopt the ordinance seconded by Committeeman Harper.  A roll call vote followed:  Ayes:  Harper, Leppert  Nays: 0  Abstain:  0  Absent:  MacDonald

Ordinance  2008-03 Changes in Minor Subdivision was introduced for second reading by Mayor Leppert.  Mayor Leppert made a motion to open the meeting to the floor seconded by Committeeman Harper.  There being no comment from the floor, Mayor Leppert made a motion to close the public portion seconded by Committeeman Harper.  Mayor Leppert made a motion to adopt the ordinance seconded by Committeeman Harper.  A roll call vote followed:  Ayes:  Harper, Leppert   Nays: 0  Abstain: 0  Absent: MacDonald

Ordinance 2008-04 Revisions to the Growth Share Ordinance was introduced and read by Mayor Leppert.  Mayor Leppert made a motion to approve the ordinance seconded by Committeeman Harper.  The ordinance will be advertised and have a public hearing at the next monthly meeting to be held on March 11, 2008 at 9 a.m.

Correspondence  The committee reviewed the correspondence.  Committeeman MacDonald arrived at 8:17 p.m.
Open Meeting to Floor  Mayor Leppert made a motion to open the meeting to the floor seconded by Committeeman MacDonald.  Mr. Raj Sinha requested additional information on The Natures Conservancy meeting.  Committeeman Harper stated The Natures Conservancy has targeted areas in the township that it would like to keep protected.  Mainly the area near the Kittatinny Ridge and Little Flatbrook.  The Natures Conservancy only deals with willing sellers.  The goal is to link greenways together.  Mr. Sinha questioned if the rumors were true, if Dunkin Donuts was coming to Sandyston?  Committeeman Harper stated it was scheduled to come before the planning board.  There being no further comments from the public, Committeeman MacDonald made a motion to close the public portion of the meeting seconded by Mayor Leppert.

Executive Session  Mayor Leppert made a motion to enter into executive session at 8:27 p.m. seconded by Committeeman Harper to discuss matters relating to the lease of property owned by the township.  Mayor Leppert made a motion to exit executive session at 8:32 p.m. seconded by Committeeman Harper.

Open Meeting to Floor  Mayor Leppert made a motion to reopen the floor to the public seconded by Committeeman MacDonald.  There being no one left in attendance, Mayor Leppert made a motion to close the public portion of the meeting seconded by Committeeman MacDonald.

Adjourn  There being no further business to discuss, Mayor Leppert made a motion to adjourn at 8:33 p.m. seconded by Committeeman Harper.

Respectfully submitted,

Betsy M. Cuneo

Municipal Clerk    

