
 Sandyston Township 

Minutes
January 10, 2012
This meeting was opened and called to order at 9:00 am by Mayor Harper who stated this meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, having been duly advertised.

Roll Call

The clerk was asked to call the roll. Present were: Deputy Mayor Fred MacDonald and Mayor George Harper.

Absent:  Committeeman William Leppert

Also in attendance:  Betsy Pinzone, Alan Delea, Eugene McNicholas, Linda Larsen, Captain of the Blue Ridge Rescue Squad
The Mayor invited all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Minutes:  The Committee reviewed the Regular & Executive Session Meeting minutes of Tuesday, December 13, 2011, and the Reorganization Meeting Minutes of Monday, January 2, 2012. Deputy Mayor MacDonald made a motion to approve both minutes, seconded by Mayor Harper and unanimously carried.  
Tax Collector Report:  The Tax Collector’s report for the month of December 2011 was presented with total receipts Month-To-Date of $139,154.78 and Year-to-Date of $5,302,348.65. Mayor Harper stated this report also shows that we have received the 2009, 2010, 2011 money owed from the United States Postal Service  following the amendment to the lease agreement.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the Tax Collector’s Report, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.  
Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer’s Report for the month of December 2011 was presented with a beginning balance of $657,897.38, total receipts of $158,110.38, and total disbursements of $219,815.19 leaving an ending balance of $596,192.57.  Mayor Harper stated General Capital Account now has a balance of $599,755.90,  Animal Control Escrow $31,409.06, Public Assist Escrow $3,522.49, Unemployment Escrow $21,341.21, COAH Trust $34,894.27 and the Small Cities Master $40,091.81 (Housing Rehab).  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.
Payment of Vouchers:  The Bills List for the month December 2011 was submitted for approval in the amount of $26,253.41.  Deputy Mayor MacDonald asked if the bill from Morris, Downing and Sherred is the final bill.  The Clerk stated this is the final bill.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the bills list, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.
Departmental Reports:
 
The Committee reviewed and accepted the resignation letter submitted by Land Use Administrator and Planning Board Secretary, Sharon Yarosz.
Mayor Harper asked Mr. Delea if he had anything to discuss with the Committee.  Mr. Delea stated the Road Department is saving some money so far with the stretch of decent weather.  Mayor Harper stated it was a nice finish to a very busy year.   The Committee and Mr. Delea discussed the need for a new backhoe and the possibilities of keeping, selling or trading in the old backhoe.   The Clerk asked if the Road Department would also consider a backhoe with lower hours.  Mr. Delea stated it would be a cost saver as long as we were able to get a good warranty.  The Committee and Mr. Delea also discussed the repair/replacement of the catch basins in Butternut and the future need to replace the riding mower.
Old Business: 

Layton Post Office:  The Bike Rack, Bench will be installed in the near future.  
C.O.A.H. Update:   The Committee stated there has been no activity with COAH since the last meeting.
Flatbrook Road:  Mayor Harper stated there have been significant improvements to Flatbrook Road.  The Clerk informed the Committee that many residents have contacted the municipal building to say thank you for getting the repairs completed.  Mayor Harper advised the Clerk to take COAH and Flatbrook Road off the monthly agenda.
Recreation:  Per the advice of our attorney, a Hold Harmless Agreement has been drawn up between the Township of Sandyston and Sandyston-Walpack Consolidated School for the janitor.  This agreement will be submitted to the Sandyston-Walpack School for review.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the Hold Harmless Agreement, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.
Performance Bond:  Mayor Harper informed the Committee he has since been informed that Ariben Realty has been paying Colin Aeberli for the bond that is in Zitone’s name and Colin Aeberli has been paying Zitone’s bill to Hartford.  Mayor Harper has confirmed this with Mr. George Zitone.   Mayor Harper stated, per the indication of our attorney, he was hopeful a solution would be found in the next 30 days.
New Business:
Sale of Property:  Block 1801 Lot 15 - Mayor Harper stated per the advice of our attorney, if we were to proceed with the sale of property Block 1801 Lot 15 from our public action, we would most likely be adjoined in a lawsuit at some point.  Paraphrasing from the Confidential Memorandum from our attorney Mayor Harper stated there is no practical reason to allow the lawsuit to go forward particularly because in the opinion of our attorney, Mr. McNicholas would prevail and secure access to his property.  If we cancel the sale, the property will remain in the hands of the Township.  The Township Committee would then have the option of granting Mr. McNicholas an easement along the existing access road which would forever run with the land.  Once the easement is in place, the Township may consider putting the property up for action once again.  
Mayor Harper made a motion to cancel the sale of Block 1801 Lot 15 and return the money to the purchaser.    Mayor Harper made a motion to amend the bills list and to return the money to the purchaser due to the cancellation of the sale, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried. 

Quote:  Replace Repeater for FCC Narrowband Compliance:  The Committee reviewed the two quotes submitted for the replacement of the repeater for FCC Narrowband Compliance.  Such replacement must be done before January 2013.  No action was taken at this time and these quotes will be used for budgeting purposes.
Review Backhoe Quote:  The Committee discussed the money needed for the Capital Improvement Ordinance 2012-02 and decided on $140,000 and to title the ordinance municipal road equipment.
Kountry Kennels Agreement:  The Committee reviewed the Kountry Kennels Pound Facility Agreement.   Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the Kountry Kennels Agreement, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.
Freedom Business Machines Maintenance Agreement:  The Committee reviewed the Freedom Business Machines Maintenance Agreement.   Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the agreement, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Application for Raffle License:  The Committee reviewed the Application for a Raffle License for St. Thomas the Apostle Church Tricky Tray to be held on Friday, May 4, 2012 from 7 pm to 12 am.   Mayor Harper made a motion to approve this application, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Application for Raffle License:  The Committee reviewed the Application for Raffle License for St. Thomas the Apostle Church On-Premise 50/50 Cash Raffle to be held on Friday, May 4, 2012 from 7 pm to 12 am.   Mayor Harper made a motion to approve this application, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Use of Building Request:  The Committee reviewed a request by the Sandyston Township Volunteer Fire Department for use of the meeting hall for their monthly meetings (except in June and November when there are Elections) which will now be held the first Tuesday of each month.   Mayor Harper made a motion to approve use of the meeting hall for this purpose, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.   

Use of Building Request:  The Committee reviewed a request by the Sandyston Township Volunteer Fire Department for use of the meeting hall for their Installation/Appreciation Dinner to be held Saturday, March 10, 2012 from 5:00 pm to 12:00 am.   Mayor Harper made a motion to approve use of the meeting hall for this purpose, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.   

Use of Building Request:  The Committee reviewed a request by the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area to change the date of their original request for use of the meeting hall for their scoping meeting.  The DWGNA originally requested Thursday, January 19, 2012 but would like to change this to Thursday, February 9, 2012 from 2 pm – 4 pm and 7 pm to 9 pm. Mayor Harper made a motion to approve use of the meeting hall pending receipt of a new Use Form and completion of the Hold Harmless Agreement, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.   

Resolutions:
SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP

R-13-2012

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING AN EXEMPTION FOR SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP FROM THE REQUIREMENT TO APPOINT A PRINCIPAL PUBLIC WORKS MANAGER

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey has mandated that all municipalities appoint a Public Works Manager; and

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey has also provided for an exemption to the requirements for those municipalities that conduct minimal or no public works; and

WHEREAS, the Township of Sandyston has a population of approximately 1,900 people, only one major highway going through it, a few county roads, and a Road Department consisting of three full-time employees performing a minimal amount of public works; and

WHEREAS, in the past, the aforementioned exemption has been granted due to the minimal amount of public works performed by the Road Department.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, that the governing body requests by this Resolution that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services allow an exemption to this municipality from the requirement to appoint a principal Public Works Manager.

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-13-2012, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.
Sandyston Township

R-14-2012

RESOLUTION – AGREEMENT:  BETWEEN KOUNTRY KENNELS AND THE TOWNSHIP OF SANDYSTON, COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Be it and it is hereby resolved by the Sandyston Township Committee that the Mayor and Township Clerk are hereby authorized to execute on behalf of the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston the following agreement between the Kountry Kennels and the Township of Sandyston.

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-14-2012, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.

TOWNSHIP OF SANDYSTON

R-15-2012

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SANDYSTON, COUNTY OF SUSSEX

 OPPOSING ASSEMBLY BILL A-2095 AND SENATE BILL S-818 WHICH 

REVISE REQUIREMENTS FOR MEDICAL SERVICE DELIVERY

WHEREAS, Assembly Bill A-2095 and Senate Bill S-818 are currently undergoing an examination by both State legislative bodies; and

WHEREAS, the intent of A-2095 and S-818 is to regulate the emergency medical services system, referred to as inefficient and lacking in accountability by the sponsors of this legislation; and

WHEREAS, upon reading the proposed sweeping reform measures, It is apparent that these bills, while seemingly beneficial, set forth a number of requirements that will have a deleterious impact on New Jersey Municipalities and volunteer rescue squads; and

WHEREAS, set forth below are issues raised in the bill:

1. Qualification and training levels that will discourage and/or overly burden volunteer rescue squad members, reducing volunteer participation in rescue squads;

2. Creation of a new Office of Emergency Services in the Department of Health with all costs associated in appointing and maintaining a new bureaucracy;

3. The requirement that two (2) emergency medical technicians ride in every ambulance at all times, again burdening volunteer rescue squads leading to their demise;

4. Creation of a new State Fund and directing the assessment and collection of fees (taxes) in support of same;

5. Establishment of the titles of State Medical Director for Emergency Medical Services and three regional medical directors who will  undoubtedly require appropriate staff to support said titles; and

6. By default, municipalities in the absence of viable volunteer rescue squads shall remain responsible for providing Basic Life Support services through the hiring of personnel or by contracting with a service provider (area hospital) to provide ambulance support; and

WHEREAS, the unspoken consequence of said legislation will be the end of volunteer rescue squads across New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, State government, as a result of this legislation, will expand its bureaucracy at a time when the citizens wish to see State government reduced; and

WHEREAS, the cost to provide Basic Life Support Services will increase dramatically as a result of the loss of volunteers and volunteer rescue squads.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Township Committee in the Township of Sandyston in the County of Sussex and State of New Jersey as follows:

1. The Township of Sandyston stands firmly opposed to this legislation as the requirements therein will dramatically increase the cost of emergency medical services to our citizens in the form of taxes, fees, and service charges; and

2. The Township of Sandyston calls upon its legislative delegation to vote against this legislation and, in the event that same is adopted, Governor Christie is respectfully requested to veto the legislation; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution shall be sent to Governor Chris Christie, Senator Stephen Oroho, Assemblyman Gary Chiusano, Assemblywoman Alison McHose, all Sussex County Municipalities, and the New Jersey State League of Municipalities.

The Committee discussed R-15-2012 as well as a copy of a letter which was sent to the Governor of the State of New Jersey from the New Jersey League of Municipalities.    Mayor Harper asked for comment from the floor.  Linda Larsen, Captain of Blue Ridge Rescue Squad, and the Committee discussed the concerns of volunteer rescue squads pertaining to the proposed legislation.  
Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-15-2012, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Sandyston Township

R-16-2012

RESOLUTION APPOINTING LAND USE ADMINISTRATOR, PLANNING BOARD SECRETARY AND CONSTRUCTION SECRETARY

WHEREAS, the Township of Sandyston is in need of a Land Use Administrator and Planning Board Secretary beginning January 1, 2012; and

WHEREAS, it has been determined by the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston that the position of Construction Secretary be combined with the Land Use Administrator and Planning Board Secretary position; and

WHEREAS, said Land Use Administrator, Planning Board Secretary and Construction Secretary shall be available to the public at hours designated by the Township Committee and receive an annual salary of $13,000; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, that Elizabeth Pinzone be designated Land Use Administrator, Planning Board Secretary and Construction Secretary for Sandyston Township.

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-16-2012, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.

SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP

R-17-2012

RESOLUTION TO WITHDRAW OFFER TO SELL OF BLOCK 1801 LOT 15 

WHEREAS, on November 15, 2011, the Township of Sandyston conducted a public auction of real property not needed for public use by the Township of Sandyston; and 

WHEREAS, by virtue of the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13et seq., the municipality is authorized and empowered to sell such real property by open public sale at auction; and

WHEREAS, per Sandyston Township Resolution R-58-2011, the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston does hereby reserve the right to withdraw this offer to sell, or upon completion of the bidding, to accept or reject any or all bids for said property or to waive any informality in relation thereto; and 
WHEREAS, the Township of Sandyston does hereby withdraw the offer to sell Block 1801 Lot 15; and 

WHEREAS, the Township of Committee of the Township of Sandyston does authorize the refund of money paid for Block 1801 Lot 15.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, hereby withdraws the offer to sell Block 1801 Lot 15 and refund money to purchaser, Bryan and Darlene Davids.

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-17-2012, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Ordinance:

SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP

2012-01

ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $4,350.00 CURRENTLY LOCATED WITHIN THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SANDYSTON FOR THE PURCHASE OF THREE (3) SETS OF TURNOUT GEAR


WHEREAS, there is currently the sum of $4,350.00 in the Capital Improvement Fund; and

WHEREAS, it is deemed appropriate to make use of the $4,350.00 for the purchase of turnout gear; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex and State of New Jersey, that

SECTION 1:
There is hereby appropriated from the Capital Improvement Fund of the Township of Sandyston the sum of $4,350.00 for the purchase of turnout gear.

SECTION 2:
All ordinances or parts of ordinances, which are inconsistent with the terms of this Ordinance, be and the same are hereby repealed to the extent of their inconsistency.

SECTION 3:
This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon proper passage and publication in accordance with the law.

The Committee reviewed Ordinance 2012-01.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve introduction of Ordinance 2012-01, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.  Roll Call Vote followed:  Ayes: MacDonald, Harper; Nays: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: Leppert.  Mayor Harper stated this ordinance will have a public hearing on Tuesday, February 14, 2012 at 7:30 pm, where any interested persons will have the opportunity to be heard.  

SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP

2012-02

ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $140,000 CURRENTLY LOCATED WITHIN THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SANDYSTON FOR THE PURCHASE OF MUNICIPAL ROAD EQUIPMENT 

WHEREAS, there is currently the sum of $140,000 in the Capital Improvement Fund; and

WHEREAS, it is deemed appropriate to make use of the $140,000 for the purchase of municipal road equipment; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex and State of New Jersey, that

SECTION 1:
There is hereby appropriated from the Capital Improvement Fund of the Township of Sandyston the sum of $140,000 for the purchase of municipal road equipment.

SECTION 2:
All ordinances or parts of ordinances, which are inconsistent with the terms of this Ordinance, be and the same are hereby repealed to the extent of their inconsistency.

SECTION 3:
This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon proper passage and publication in accordance with the law.

The Committee reviewed Ordinance 2012-02.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve introduction of Ordinance 2012-02, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.  Roll Call Vote followed:  Ayes: MacDonald, Harper; Nays: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: Leppert.  Mayor Harper stated this ordinance will have a public hearing on Tuesday, February 14, 2012 at 7:30 pm, where any interested persons will have the opportunity to be heard.  

Correspondence:    The Committee reviewed the correspondence.   The Committee discussed the Notice of Claim received for an accident which occurred on County Route 560 which has included the Township of Sandyston.  The Committee questioned why we are included in this Notice, as we do not have any control over this County Road.  This Notice of Claim has been forwarded to our attorney and insurance carrier for handling.  The Committee also reviewed a letter sent by Sandyston Township Volunteer Fire Department to the County of Sussex regarding the Meyers Road Bridge (P-31) which has been out of use since Hurricane Irene/Tropical Storm Lee.   

Open Meeting to Floor:      Mayor Harper made a motion to open the meeting to the public, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.  
Linda Larsen, Captain of Blue Ridge Rescue Squad, came forward and presented a letter to the Township Committee requesting an increase in their yearly donations from Sandyston Township.  Ms. Larsen is visiting all the townships asking for an increase in the donations they receive due to the current proposed legislation which would upgrade the EMS system in New Jersey.  Mrs. Larsen explained that while this legislation may not pass at this time there are parts of the legislation that, once passed, will affect how Blue Ridge must operate.  Mayor Harper suggested Mrs. Larsen organize a meeting with representatives from Branchville, Frankford, Sandyston and Montague to go over Blue Ridge’s request.  Mayor Harper stated he appreciated the efforts of Ms. Larsen and Blue Ridge Rescue Squad, but pointed out at the same time must keep in mind their fiduciary responsibility to Sandyston Township.

Alan Delea, Road Department Foreman, came forward to discuss the new furnace which was installed last year in the DPW Garage.  Mr. Delea stated the unit is not operating correctly and should be serviced.  Mayor Harper and Deputy Mayor MacDonald suggested he contact Willco, as they installed the unit.  Mr. Delea also informed the Committee the bay doors on the DPW garage are aging and in need of replacement.  Mayor Harper suggested securing quotes for the replacement of the doors.   Mr. Delea stated there is painting which needs to be done on the outside of the Municipal Building.  Deputy Mayor MacDonald suggested in the spring securing the services of the Sussex County Labor Assistance Program.  Mr. Delea stated the painting is higher in elevation and he wasn’t certain it would be an approved project of the Sussex County Labor Assistance Program.  Mr. Delea stated the flashing light in Layton that was installed by the County has a tendency to flash occasionally when it should be off.  Mayor Harper stated he has not seen that happen and suggested the next time Mr. Delea sees this happen he should document the occurrence so we may contact the fire department and/or the County.   Deputy Mayor MacDonald asked about the pedestrian signs.  Mr. Delea stated they do not put the signs out during the winter months.  Mr. Delea also reiterated the need to upgrade the mower.
There being no further comment from the floor, Mayor Harper made a motion to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald an unanimously carried.

Coming Up:


Recreation Meeting:

Tuesday, January 17, 2012 at 6:30 pm


Next Township Meeting:
Tuesday, February 14, 2012 at 7:30 pm

Seniors Meeting:

Tuesday, February 7, 2012 at 12:00 pm


Planning Board:  

Monday, February 6, 2012 at 7:00 pm

Adjournment:  Mayor Harper made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:07 am, seconded by Deputy Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Respectfully submitted,


Amanda F. Lobban, RMC
Municipal Clerk 
PAGE  
9

