Sandyston Township Committee

MINUTES

January 2, 2007

This meeting was opened and called to order at 9:15 a.m. by Mayor Harper who stated that this meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, having been duly advertised.

The clerk was asked to call the roll.

Present were:  Committeeman Leppert, Committeeman MacDonald, and Mayor Harper

Also in attendance:  Amanda Lobban, Erma Gormley, Alan Delea, Thomas Brackney, Raj Sinha

Minutes  The minutes of the December 12, 2006 meeting were presented and moved for approval by Mayor Harper.  Committeeman Leppert seconded the motion and unanimously carried.

 Tax Collector’s Report  The tax collector’s report was presented with total receipts of $99,896.34.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the report.  Committeeman Leppert seconded the motion and unanimously carried.

Treasurer’s Report  The treasurer’s report was presented with total receipts of $121,843.07 total disbursements of $366,63.88 and ending balance of $1,186,874.73.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the report seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.
Payment of Vouchers  The vouchers were submitted for approval.  Committeeman MacDonald made a motion to approve the vouchers seconded by Mayor Harper and unanimously carried.

Departmental Reports  The committee reviewed the reports.  Alan Delea, Road Foreman, informed the committee of the existing drainage problem on Struble Road.  
Old Business  The committee reviewed the recommendations submitted by architect, Charles Schaffer regarding the fire department doors.  The construction official reviewed the recommendations prior to the meeting.  The construction official suggested reversing the door opening on the front of the building and installing an eyebrow over the back door. Mr. Delea, Chief, will discuss the recommendations with the fire department at their next meeting.

The previous interlocal agreement with Montague Township Road Department was briefly discussed.  Mr. Delea stated the agreement worked out very well and wished to continue the program.  A new agreement will be drafted by the township attorney.
Mayor Harper updated the committee as to the progress with the sidewalk project.  The committee would like an alternate bid for the project. An alternate would be without the finished lighting, trees and shrubs, and benches.  Mayor Harper will discuss the changes for the alternate bid with the township engineer.  The sidewalk bid must be awarded by March 28, 2007.  
The clerk informed the committee that North Jersey Housing still has not responded to previous correspondence.  

The newly formed committee of the Delaware River Flood Mitigation will meet at a date not determined and complete the required questionnaire.  The members are Mayor Harper, John deJager, Construction Official, Keith Utter, Land Use Chairman, Alan Delea, Road Foreman and Fire Chief, Stan Dutkus, OEM, and Betsy Cuneo, Municipal Clerk.

The committee reviewed the correspondence from Doug and Julia Maull who previously submitted a letter regarding purchasing block 1806 Lot 5 that the township owns.  The clerk will contact the township attorney and hold a public auction on the property.  

The clerk was given permission to attend a gypsy moth spraying meeting to be held January 11th.  Mayor Harper instructed the clerk to research if the township could hire their own sprayers at a leaser cost.

The clerk informed the committee of the Municipal Software package the Chief Financial Officer, Jessica Caruso, has been reviewing.  The clerk will continue to gather information for the next meeting.

New Business  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the maintenance agreement for Freedom Business Machines at $635. The amount is the same as last years’ agreement. Committeeman MacDonald seconded the motion and unanimously carried.

As representative for the township, Mayor Harper updated the committee on the joint services meetings he’s been attending.  An interlocal agreement was received by the municipality for a Land Use Administrator and COAH Housing Officer.  The committee reviewed the agreement.  Committeeman Leppert made a motion to approve the agreement pending changes that the attorney recommended seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.  The contract would not begin until May.  The new hours of the Land Use Administrator would be Monday 12 to 7 p.m.  The contract would allow residents to contact the administrator in any of the municipalities that is involved in the joint services agreement.

An interlocal agreement for a Joint Service Administrator was discussed.  The committee agreed, at this time, not to approve the agreement as it would create another position thus eliminating anticipated savings.  If grants become available, the committee will review the agreement.
R-11-07  A resolution for transferring of funds was submitted for approval.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the resolution seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.

Ordinance  Ordinance 01-07 a Capital Improvement Ordinance for the Streetscape Project was introduced for first reading.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the ordinance seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.  A roll call vote followed:  Ayes:  MacDonald, Leppert, Harper  Nays: 0  Absent: 0  Abstain:  0  The ordinance will be advertised and a public hearing will be held at the next township meeting on February 6, 2007 at 7:30 p.m.

Ordinance  Ordinance 02-07 a Salary & Wage Ordinance was introduced for first reading.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the ordinance seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.  A roll call vote followed:  Ayes:  MacDonald, Leppert, Harper   Nays: 0  Absent: 0  Abstain: 0   The ordinance will be advertised and a public hearing will be held at the next township meeting on February 6, 2007 at 7:30 p.m.

Correspondence  The committee reviewed the correspondence.

Open Meeting to Floor  Committeeman Leppert made a motion to open the meeting to the floor seconded by Committeeman MacDonald.  Mr. Thomas Brackney presented the committee financial statements from the Sandyston Township Volunteer Fire Department.  The committee thanked Mr. Brackney for his efforts and requested a financial statement and a current profit and loss and balance sheet. 

Mr. Raj Sinha questioned if there were any response to the township’s letter requesting the spur road be named or numbered (discussed at the November 2006 meeting).  The clerk stated no correspondence has been received.  The Township Historian, Patte Frato is also contacting the county on the townships behalf.
There being no further comment from those in attendance, Committeeman Leppert made a motion to close the public portion of the meeting seconded by Committeeman MacDonald.

Adjourn  Committeeman Leppert made a motion to adjourn seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and the meeting was adjourned at 10:12 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Betsy M. Cuneo

