MINUTES
SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP PLANNING BOARD

JANUARY 21, 2008 WORKSHOP
This meeting has been duly advertised and meets all requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act.

Present:  George Harper, Jr.

Absent:
Lou Cherepy
   
   John DeJager



Marc Cunico
               Bill Leppert




Ron Green

   Joe Pinzone




Ed Ibsen

   Keith Utter




Mike Milligan







Erma Gormley
WORKSHOP:

Master Plan Update:

Appearing before the board was Jessica Caldwell of Harold Pellow’s Office to review the draft of the Master Plan.  Mrs. Caldwell indicated that she added the following sections to the Master Plan draft:  1)  Land Use Plan; 2) Circulation Plan Element was updated; 3) Recreation Plan; and 4)  Farmland Preservation Plan Element.
The board reviewed the Land Use Element of the Master Plan.  Mrs. Caldwell indicated that they had a question regarding the Existing Land Uses.  She stated that this section can either be created using GIS data and ortho photos dating back to around 2002 or this same date can also be field verified to ensure that it is up to date to 2008.  Mr. Harper indicated that not much has changed since 2002, therefore we should use the GIS data and ortho photos that currently exist.   Mrs. Caldwell indicated that in the Land Use Plan Map she reviewed the previous master plan and zoning map and incorporated the following areas of the township:

1) Conservation Areas which include:

a. Conservation Area W – Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area

b. Conservation Area E – Stokes State Forest; 

      2)  Residential Areas which include:  

a)  Mountain Residential

b) Walpack Ridge Residential

c) Medium Mountain Residential

d) Valley Residential

e) Lake Community Area

      3) The Village Areas which include:  

a) Highway Village Area

b) Neighborhood Village Area

c) Lakeside Village.  
The above sections basically describe the minimum lot sizes and the reasons for each area, where they are and what the allowed uses are.  She also added a reference in the Village Areas for design standards which was discussed at the last meeting.  The design standards still need to be completed.  Mrs. Caldwell indicated that a discussion should be added as to the Village Center Designation approval and the history of the approval and how the township is moving forward with Plan Endorsement.
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Master Plan Update cont.:

The board reviewed the Circulation Plan Element of the Master Plan.  Mrs. Caldwell indicated that they went through the NJDOT data and obtained the classification of the roads.  They also went through the data on the County Roads which includes the miles of roads.  She further noted that there is a description of various roads in the township and some of the issues that we are facing.  For example Route 560 and some discussion about who the collectors are and some of the more major streets.  There is a discussion of the bypass for Route 560 and the new bridge on 615 which is in the County Strategic Plan.  She indicated that they have added to this some of the Alternative Transportation, the Trails, pedestrian facilities, and bicycle paths which are kept the same as the previous master plan.  
The board reviewed the Recreation Plan Element of the Master Plan.  Mrs. Caldwell indicated this was prepared and submitted to her at the last meeting.  She indicated she added into this in terms of primarily a discussion about the National Recreation and Parks Association and the minimum standards for active recreation parks which is 10 acres per 1000 people.  They also added in some active recreation uses.  Mrs. Caldwell indicated that one item she feels should be added to this element are the municipal fields along with the school and how many acres are there.  

The board reviewed the Farmland Preservation Element of the Master Plan.  Mrs. Caldwell indicated that basically what she did was obtained the most recent draft of the Sussex County Farmland Preservation Plan and took out the elements that were useful for Sandyston and related to Sandyston and the information they had about the Farmland in the township and the farm assessed property.  It indicated that out of 9,000 acres approximately half of it is farm assessed property.  Mrs. Caldwell indicated she needs to obtain the acreage that is currently preserved in Farmland Preservation.  She indicated that she did include all the programs that are offered by the County Plan.  
Mrs. Caldwell questioned the board if the township has a circulation map or one should be prepared by her office.  

Appearing before the board was Mrs. Frato to question the board as to what she should prepare for the Historic Preservation Element of the Master Plan.  Mrs. Caldwell indicated to Mrs. Frato that if the Historical Society wants to establish any districts, they would need to know this information.  Mrs. Frato referred to the Historic Preservation Plan, which the board indicated should be updated, however, as far as the Master Plan is concerned, it should be a brief overview to lead into this document.  It was also noted that in the Village Center there should be a brief description of what areas should be kept historic and what should be protected in these areas.  Mrs. Frato also questioned if the cemeteries should be mentioned.  The board indicated they should be briefly mentioned, but more in depth in the Historic Preservation Plan.  
Mrs. Caldwell questioned that there was reference in the Recreation Element to a map with the parks and targeted areas to purchase parks.  Mr. Harper indicated that he was not aware of this type of map.  Mrs. Caldwell indicated that this should not be referenced in the Master Plan if we do not have this map.

Mrs. Caldwell indicated that the Housing Plan Element is not included in this draft because it needs to be revised due to the new COAH rules that were recently passed.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

This meeting was opened to the public. There was no public participation.  This meeting was closed to the public.
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ADJOURNMENT:

As there was no further business before the Board, a Motion was made by Mr. Harper and seconded by Mr. Leppert to adjourn the meeting.  All were in favor.  The meeting was adjourned.






Respectfully submitted,






Sharon M. Yarosz







Secretary
