Sandyston Township Committee

MINUTES

January 2, 2009
This meeting was opened and called to order at 9:18 a.m. by Mayor Harper who stated this meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, having been duly advertised.

Roll Call

The clerk was asked to call the roll. Present were:  Committeeman Fred MacDonald, Deputy Mayor William Leppert, and Mayor George Harper. Also in attendance were Deputy Municipal Clerk Amy Lobban, Historian Patte Frato, Thomas Brackney and Bob Mack of the STVFD. 

All were invited to join in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Minutes  The minutes of the December 4, 2008 Regular Meeting were presented and moved for approval by Mayor Harper, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

Tax Collector Report:  The Tax Collector’s report for the Month of December 2008 was presented with total receipts Month-to-Date of  $169,172.57 and Year-to-Date of $4,571,150.84. Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the report, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

Treasurer’s Report  The Treasurer’s report for the Month of December 2008 was presented with a beginning balance of $629,976.92, total receipts of $326,360.26, total disbursements of $266,358.23 and an ending balance of $689,978.95. Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the report, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

Payment of Vouchers  The Bill List was submitted for approval in the amount of $359,644.61.  Discussion centered on a missing amount for “Signs On Anything.” The amount was $325.00. Mayor Harper made a motion to approve payment of the vouchers in the corrected amount of $359,969.61, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

Departmental Reports   The departmental reports were reviewed by the committee.  
Old Business  
Speeding Letters/warning light. No update

Post Office: direct deposit of rent payment. Clerk Murphy provided documentation that  Maria M. Gonzalez, USPS-New York Facilities Office, 2 Hudson Place 6th Floor, Hoboken, NJ 070302-5502 was in receipt of the “Supplier and Payee Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) Enrollment” form and that her staff said the transaction should be effective for January’s payment.
Mutual Aid and Assistance Agreement with Sussex County: No update

Limousine Ordinance and Fire Prevention Ordinance amendment (Chapter 71): Municipal Attorney Chris Quinn had not yet submitted draft ordinances. The clerk was requested to follow-up.
New Business  
Use of the Municipal Building: Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the application of the DV United Methodist Church to use the building November 12-15, 2009, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.
Application STVFD for New Members: Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the applications of Roger Demarest and Rachel Demarest, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.
Agreement Renewals: Mayor Harper made a motion to approve Freedom Business Machines, Inc. contract for the Canon IR-2230 for the period 1/24/09 to 1/23/10 in the amount of 12 monthly payments of $66.25 each, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the Agreement for Dog and Cat Pound with Kountry Kennels for calendar year 2009 in the amount of $1,500.00, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

Reper Junkyard: Discussion took place regarding a letter submitted by Mr. Reper stating he was no longer going to operate the junkyard. The Clerk was directed to contact the Municipal Attorney concerning the status of this business.
Shared Services: Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the Land Use Administrator & COAH Housing Officer with Frankford Township not to exceed a 4% increase, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

Resolution  
R-12-09 INTENT TO BOND FOR SHORTFALL OF FUNDS TO IMPLEMENT THE TOWNSHIP OF SANDYSTON’S HOUSING ELEMENT & FAIR SHARE PLAN

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, has petitioned the New Jersey Council on Affordable Housing for Substantive Certification of its Housing Element and Fair Share Plan; and


WHEREAS, the New Jersey Council on Affordable Housing will review and respond to this Petition for Substantive Certification; and


WHEREAS, the Township of Sandyston has submitted to COAH the Development Fee Ordinance to assist in implementing the Township’s obligation for affordable housing.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, that in the event of any shortfall in collecting revenue from all sources to satisfy the funding obligation for the Township’s Housing Element and Fair Share Plan, the Township intends, if necessary, to bond for any shortfall. 
A motion to adopt Resolution R-12-09 was made by Mayor Harper, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

Ordinance  
2008-14 SOURCE SEPARATION AND RECYCLING was presented by title for public hearing and adoption. Mayor Harper made a motion to open the meeting to the floor, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald. No one wished to be heard. Mayor Harper made a motion to close the meeting to the floor, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald. Mayor Harper made a motion to adopt ORDINANCE 2008-14, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald. A roll call vote yielded: Ayes: MacDonald, Leppert, Harper;

Nays: 0; Absent: 0; Abstain: 0.

Correspondence   The committee reviewed the correspondence.  
Open Meeting to Floor   Mayor Harper made a motion to open the meeting to the floor seconded by Committeeman MacDonald.

Tom Brackney, Treasurer STVFD, brought to the attention of the Township Committee the SANDYSTON VOL. FIRE DEPT. Balance Sheet as of December 31, 2008, Profit & Loss Statement for the years ending December 2007 and 2008. The Committee had previously requested the information for consideration in their budget preparation and thanked Mr. Brackney for supplying the same.

There being no further comment from the public, Mayor Harper made a motion to close the public portion of the meeting, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald.
Adjournment  Mayor Harper  made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:37 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jerard J. Murphy
Acting Municipal Clerk  

