 Sandyston Township 

Minutes
July 13, 2010
This meeting was opened and called to order at 9:00 am by Mayor Harper who stated this meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, having been duly advertised.

Roll Call

The clerk was asked to call the roll. Present were: Deputy Mayor Leppert and Mayor George Harper. 
Absent:  Committeeman MacDonald
Also in attendance:  Alan Delea, Patricia Haggerty Frato, Stanley Dutkus, Mark Vogel, Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator, Jessica C. Caldwell, Planner/Harold E. Pellow & Associates, Inc.
The Mayor invited all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Bid Opening:  The first order of business is the bid opening for the Department of Public Works floor in Layton.  The first bid opened was for Skinner & Cook, Roselle Park, NJ in the amount of $34,500 plus a unit cost of ¾” stone installed if necessary @ $3,400 dollars ($113)/ cu yd; Earth-Tec Associates, Inc., Vernon, NJ in the amount of $34,000 plus a cost of ¾” stone installed if necessary @ $75.00 dollars ($75.00)/ cu yd.; Zitone Construction, Montague, NJ in the amount of $29,999 plus a unit cost of ¾” stone installed if necessary @ $38 dollars ($38)/ cu yd; Ranco Mechanical, Inc., Newton, NJ in the amount of $29,000 plus a unit cost of ¾” stone installed if necessary @ $130 dollars ($130)/ cu yd.  Mayor Harper stated the Township Attorney will review all the bids for completeness.    
Minutes:  The Committee reviewed the regular & executive session minutes of the meeting held Wednesday, June 9, 2010 and the Special Meeting minutes of Wednesday, June 30, 2010.  Deputy Mayor Leppert made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.  
Tax Collector Report:  The Tax Collector’s report for the month of June 2010 was presented with total receipts Month-to-Date of $67,234.83 and Year-to-Date of $2,518,220.91. Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the Tax Collector’s Report, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried. 
Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer’s Report for the month of June 2010 was presented with a beginning balance of $491,595.38, total receipts of $73,878.06, and total disbursements of $232,753.31 with an ending balance of $332,720.13.  Mayor Harper noted the General Capital Account with a balance of $1,008,852.51, Sinking Fund $542,000.00 plus interest, Animal Control Escrow $26,577.51, Public Assist Escrow $3,518.24, Unemployment Escrow $20,275.40, COAH Trust $27,766.94.  Deputy Mayor Leppert made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Mayor Harper and unanimously carried.

Payment of Vouchers:  The Bill List for the month of June 2010 was submitted for approval in the amount of $558,605.92.  Deputy Mayor Leppert made a motion to approve the payment of bills, seconded by Mayor Harper and unanimously carried.  
Departmental Reports: Mayor Harper asked Mr. Delea how the road program was progressing.  Mr. Delea stated he was patching various roads.
Local Emergency Planning Committee Meeting:  Mr. Stanley Dutkus, Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator came forward with Mr. Mark Vogel; Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator with the County of Sussex came forward for the Local Emergency Planning Committee (a/k/a LEPC) Meeting.  Mr. Dutkus stated Sandyston Township is required to have this meeting once a year.  Mr. Dutkus noted the attendance of the Township Committee, Township Clerk, Board of Health, Road Department plus NIMS, Right To Know and Emergency Management Coordinator for Sandyston Township are in attendance.   

Mr. Vogel reviewed the important issues at the County level.  First, is the All Hazards Mitigation Plan with a open public meeting on Thursday, July 22, 2010.  The consultants have developed the draft portion of that plan with the 24 municipalities plus the County.  Sandyston Township was part of that process.  Another important issue is the review of the five year plan of the National Incident Management System (NIMS).  There are some additional courses that are required for FY 2010 which are in the independent study preview available on FEMA’s website.  Everyone should have completed the 700 which is the Introduction to NIMS.  Now they have added a 701 through 704, which breaks out the use of mutual aid plans, resource typing and the use of the multi-use coordination center, which is how different agencies will melt together during a large scale event or disaster.  Those courses will be required and upon review of the NIMScast, we will have to document who has taken what course by the end of the year.
Mr. Vogel went on to discuss the FEMA 101 given by Congressman Scott Garrett at Ramapo College.  Representatives from FEMA Region 2 and NJ Office of Emergency Management were present to give an overview how the disaster process has been going for the four declared disasters in New Jersey over the past few months.  Sussex County was not part of those disasters, as it was mostly shore communities.  Some of the lessons brought back are documentation is key.  We need to photograph critical infrastructure (bridges and roads) as you do repairs and have photo documentation.  In the event of a large scale disaster, FEMA can see the before and after to show the damage.  If the process takes longer and more investigation is required, take photos of the process to show the work that was done.  Mr. Vogel also talked about the new flood maps which are out for review.   There was a session held at the Sussex County Library where FEMA came out with flood specialists for questions and review.  They are encouraging review of any updated maps.  If the flood maps have changed, there maybe a need to contact insurance company because there is a short window where you can get in under the flood rate now in comparison to when these maps are adopted and the rates increase. The website provided for that information www.floodsmart.gov.

Mr. Vogel informed the Committee the County is continuing to work with the local levels as they continue to be the funding source for Homeland Security dollars.  Currently, there is a RFP to do a County-wide Continuity of Operations/Continuity of Government for all 24 municipalities to try to match it up to the County’s Continuity Plan is, which will be outsourced to a consultant who can write that up for each one of the municipalities.  They will review what you have and if you don’t have one they will help you develop a plan.

The Committee thanked Mr. Vogel for attending the Township Meeting and his presentation. 
Visioning – Public Hearing:  Mayor Harper introduced Ms. Jessica Caldwell, Planner with the offices of Harold E. Pellow & Associates, Inc.  Ms. Caldwell presented a Vision Statement to the Township Committee that was developed during the Plan Endorsement process.  Ms. Caldwell explained there were public sessions were held on Monday, April 12 and Thursday, April 29, 2010.  Those sessions involved inviting members of the public, many stakeholders and representatives from State, Local and Federal agencies and local legislatures.  The sessions were well attended and about 30-40 residents attended each session.  We received feed back on various issues ranging from open space, farming, recreation, as well as business and economic development.  A draft vision statement was prepared and another session was held before the Zoning and Planning Board on Monday, June 7, 2010, where the public was able to provide feedback on the vision statement.  The purpose of the was to document all the public input on the future of Sandyston, for example, what are people interested in seeing and doing looking forward and planning and economic development in the Township of Sandyston.  If this is approved today after public input, this information will go before the Office of Smart Growth.   This is one of the last steps in getting our Centers Designation reinstated.  There will be Memorandum of Understanding put together and an Action Plan of any other items we need to complete for the State of New Jersey to get Plan Endorsement.  We should get our Centers Designation reinstated shortly after that process.  Mayor Harper made a motion to open the meeting to the public for the purpose of the Public Hearing for the Sandyston Township Vision Statement, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.  There being no comment from the public, Mayor Harper made a motion to close the Public Hearing for the Sandyston Township Vision Statement, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.  Mayor Harper thanked Ms. Caldwell and commended her for her hard work on the Plan Endorsement process stating he has received many positive comments back from this process.  Mayor Harper stated Ms. Caldwell did a wonderful job and a credit to her leadership.  Deputy Mayor Leppert stated he was surprised by the attendance of the meetings and felt we received great input and much better than he ever anticipated.  Deputy Mayor Leppert thanked Ms. Caldwell and felt the Vision Statement which she prepared is very professional.  Ms. Caldwell commented this is a credit to the residents that came out and provided the input for their Township.  
Old Business: 

Layton Post Office:  Mayor Harper stated the Bike Rack and Bench will be installed in the Fall.  Mayor Harper stated the message center has been very well received, and noted we are having trouble keeping the bulletins situated.  The Clerk stated the bulletins get very hot in the sun and the cork is not very thick and we have been trying different tacks and/or staples to keep the bulletins situated.
Mayor Harper asked about the snowbirds for the roof of the Layton Post Office.  The Clerk also stated the back part of the roof has slate tiles missing or damaged, per Mr. Alan Delea.   The Clerk stated she would discuss this matter with the Construction Official, Mr. John deJager.  Mr. Delea asked if down the road we would be replacing the slate roof.  Mayor Harper stated the roof has been water tight and asked if the roof was leaking.  Mr. Delea stated he was not sure as he had not been on that side of the building.  Mayor Harper asked if Mr. Delea could inspect the building and see if we are experiencing any leaking on the second floor.  
C.O.A.H. Update:   There is no update at this time.
Green Acres Submission/Sale of Township-owned Property:    There has been no word since the November 2009 Meeting regarding the proposal submitted by Louis Cherepy for the possible land swap with the State.
Flatbrook Road:  Mayor Harper asked if there has been any update regarding Flatbrook Road.  The Clerk stated we have received word from Ms. Amy Cardic, Assistant Commissioner with the Department of Environmental Protection who stated the road has been hot-patched and repaired the road for stabilization.  Mayor Harper asked if anyone had been on Flatbrook Road to check.  Mr. Delea stated he has not been out there within the last month.  
Tax Title Lien Foreclosure:   The foreclosures should be nearing completion.  
Professional Services Agreement – Housing Rehabilitation Coordinator:  The Committee reviewed the Professional Services Agreement for the Housing Rehabilitation Coordinator, Jessica C. Caldwell of Harold E. Pellow & Associates, Inc.  Deputy Mayor Leppert made a motion to approve this agreement, seconded by Mayor Harper and unanimously approved.
New Business:
Quote for Upper Level Heating and Cooling and Quote for Painting Interior of Municipal Building and Completion of 2nd Floor Meeting Room:     The Committee reviewed the quotes for the Upper Level Heating and Cooling.  Mayor Harper made a motion to accept the Heating and Cooling quote from Cold Fire in the amount of $8,925, the Electrical Quote from M & B Electric in the amount of $1,850, the quote from Nelson Painting in the amount of $4,300 for spackling and painting, and the quote for flooring from Carpet Gallery in the amount of $1,408.07, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.
Review of Audit:  The Committee reviewed the 2009 Audit prepared by Nisivoccia & Company, LLP.  
Request Update of Board of Health Ordinance:  The Committee reviewed the current Board of Health Ordinances forwarded to the Committee by the Sandyston Township Board of Health.  Mayor Harper made a motion to accept the recommendations of the Board of Health and update the current ordinance, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.
Resignation/Appointment of Municipal Alliance Coordinator:  The Committee reviewed the resignation of the Municipal Alliance Coordinator, Cathy L. Simpson along with her recommendation for her replacement, Pam Ryerson.  Mayor Harper made a motion to accept the resignation of Cathy L. Simpson and appoint Pam Ryerson and Municipal Alliance Coordinator, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.
Use of Bldg Request: The Committee reviewed the request of the Hiram’s Grove Road Association Thursday, July 15, 2010, for their annual meeting to approve their fiscal budget.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve this request, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously approved.

Use of Bldg Request: The Committee reviewed the request of the County of Sussex, Public Health Nursing for the Flu, Pneumonia and Tetanus Clinic to be held on Monday, November 1, 2010.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve this request, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously approved.

Use of Bldg Request: The Committee reviewed the request of the LCB Services for two clerk classes to be held on Thursday, August 5, 2010 and Friday, November 5, 2010.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve this request, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously approved.

Application for Auxiliary Member for STVFD:  The Committee reviewed the application for Auxiliary Member, Kimberly Smith.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve this application, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.
Resolutions:
SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP RESOLUTION

R-49-2010

A RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS TO THE SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING

WHEREAS, the Township of Sandyston received bids on July 13, 2010 for proposed improvements to the Sandyston Township Department of Public Works Building located on Maple Lane, Layton, Sandyston Township, Sussex County, New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee utilized bidding procedures as required by N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, State of New Jersey that a contract be awarded to _____________________

______________________________________________________________________ as the lowest responsible bidder after public advertising for bids for the proposed improvements to the Sandyston Township Department of Public Works Building located on Maple Lane, Layton, Sandyston Township, Sussex County, New Jersey for an amount not to exceed $___________________.

Mayor Harper explained the Bids for the Department of Public Works Building will be sent to the Township Attorney for review.  The Township Committee will not be Awarding the Bid at this time.  Mayor Harper made a motion to table R-49-2010 to the July 20, 2010 meeting to be held at the Sandyston Township Municipal Building, 133 Route 645, Sandyston, NJ at 5:30 pm, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.
SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP

R-50-2010 

a resolution for the Adoption of Vision Statement and Intent to

Submit the Vision Statement to the Office of Smart Growth in Pursuit of Plan Endorsement FOR Sandyston Township, Sussex County, New Jersey

WHEREAS, the State Planning Act recognizes that New Jersey requires sound and integrated land use planning and coordination of planning at all levels of government in order to conserve the state’s natural resources, revitalize the urban centers, protect the quality of the environment, and provide needed housing and adequate public services at a reasonable cost while promoting beneficial economic growth, development and renewal; and

WHEREAS, Plan Endorsement is a voluntary review process developed by the State Planning Commission to provide the technical assistance and coordination of the State for municipalities, counties, and regional agencies to meet the goals of the State Planning Act and State Development and Redevelopment Plan (State Plan); and

WHEREAS, the purpose of the Plan Endorsement process is to increase the degree of consistency among municipal, county, regional and state agency plans with each other and with the State Plan and to facilitate the implementation of these plans and guide where and how development and redevelopment can be accommodated in accordance with the State Plan; and

WHEREAS, the State Planning Rules and Plan Endorsement Guidelines incorporate, and expand upon, the principles of the Municipal Land Use Law in order to help towns plan for a sustainable future; and

WHEREAS, the State Planning Rules and Plan Endorsement Guidelines require the municipalities to conduct visioning and develop a vision statement as the means by which a municipality expresses its community vision within the Plan Endorsement process and relates it  with the State Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Township Committee of Sandyston Township desire to obtain Plan Endorsement from the State Planning Commission; and

WHEREAS, Sandyston Township held three public workshops to conduct visioning and prepared a vision statement pursuant to the State Planning Rules and Plan Endorsement Guidelines; and

WHEREAS, the Municipal Plan Endorsement Advisory Committee has reviewed the vision statement and recommends that the Mayor and Township Committee approve it for submission to the State Planning Commission and the Office of Smart Growth towards Sandyston’s pursuit of Plan Endorsement.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Township Committee of Sandyston Township hereby expressly state the intention of Sandyston Township to pursue Plan Endorsement by the State Planning Commission; and
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Township Committee of Sandyston Township approve the vision statement and authorizes it to be submitted to the Office of Smart Growth for consideration and review as part of the effort to pursue Plan Endorsement.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of Sandyston Township shall transmit a copy of this Resolution and the Notice as required by the State Planning Rules to the State Planning Commission and the Office of Smart Growth. 

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-50-2010, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously approved.

Sandyston Township Resolution

R-51-2010
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5 permits governing bodies to contract for certain professional services without competitive bidding; and

WHEREAS, the Township of Sandyston has need of said professional services.

     
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, that the following appointment be:

Housing Rehab Coordinator:  Harold E. Pellow & Associates, Inc., Jessica C. Caldwell, Professional Planner

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-51-2010, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously approved.

Sandyston Township Resolution

R-52-2010

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A NON-FAIR AND OPEN CONTRACT 

WHEREAS, the Township of Sandyston has a need for the following professional services:

Housing Rehab Coordinator:  Harold E. Pellow & Associates, Inc., Jessica C. Caldwell, Professional Planner

WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is one year and may be extended as approved by the Sandyston Township Committee; and

WHEREAS, the award of the contract shall be subject to the requirement for submission of the Business Entity Disclosure Certification as soon as possible to demonstrate substantial compliance with the law; and 

WHEREAS, the companies listed above have submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that none of the companies listed above have made any reportable contributions to a political candidate or candidate committee in the Township of Sandyston in the previous one year and that the contract will prohibit the companies from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and

WHEREAS, a Certificate of Availability of Funds has been provided in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-5.4.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston authorizes the Mayor to enter into a contract with: Harold E. Pellow & Associates, Inc., Jessica C. Caldwell, Professional Planner.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Business Entity Disclosure Certification and the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution.

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-52-2010, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously approved.

SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP RESOLUTION

R-53-2010

A RESOLUTION FOR THE ANNUAL RENEWAL OF LIQUOR LICENSES

WHEREAS, the Alcohol Beverage Control Law provides for an issuing authority in each municipality for the purposes of issuing, renewing, and transferring retail liquor licenses and encouraging that law, ABC rules and regulations and local ordinances pertaining to the control of alcoholic beverages; and

WHEREAS, the Alcohol Beverage Control Law entrusts the governing body of the municipality to assume the role of the issuing authority; and

WHEREAS, application must be made annually for renewal of all retail licenses; and

WHEREAS, all fees have been paid by Licensees; and 

WHEREAS, Clearance Certificate(s) for Renewal are in the possession of the Municipal Clerk for the retail alcoholic beverage license holders listed below.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, that the following applications be approved for renewal:

       NAME                                
LICENSE #                 TRADING AS

Nighthawk Enterprises               
1917-33-005-005        Layton Hotel Sportsmens Bar & Grill

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-53-2010, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously approved.
SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP RESOLUTION 

R-54-2010

GOVERNING BODY CERTIFICATION OF THE ANNUAL AUDIT

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 requires the governing body of every local unit to have made an annual audit of its books, accounts and financial transactions, and

WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2009 has been filed by a Registered Municipal Accountant with the Municipal Clerk pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6, and a copy has been received by each member of the governing body; and,

WHEREAS, R.S. 52:27BB-34 authorizes the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey to prescribe reports pertaining to the local fiscal affairs; and,

WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5, a regulation requiring that the governing body of each municipality shall by resolution certify to the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey that all members of the governing body have reviewed, as a minimum, the sections of the annual audit entitled “Comments and Recommendations, and,

WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally reviewed as a minimum the Annual Report of Audit, and specifically the sections of the Annual Audit entitled “Comments and Recommendations, as evidenced by the group affidavit form of the governing body attached hereto; and,

WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by the Governing Body no later than forty-five days after the receipt of the annual audit, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5; and,

WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and have familiarized themselves with, at least, the minimum requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey, as stated aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit, as provided by the Local Finance Board, and

WHEREAS, failure to comply with the regulations of the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey may subject the members of the local governing body to the penalty provisions of R.S. 52:27BB-52, to wit:

R.S. 52:27BB-52: A local officer or member of a local governing body who, after a date fixed for compliance, fails or refuses to obey an order of the director (Director of Local Government Services), under the provisions of this Article, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon con​viction, may be fined not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both, in addition shall forfeit his/her office.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, hereby states that it has complied with N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5 and does hereby submit a certified copy of this resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show evidence of said compliance.

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-54-2010, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously approved.
Mayor Harper made a motion to open the meeting to the public, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.  Mayor Harper invited Mr. George Towle up to the microphone to discuss the Redemption of Municipal Tax Lien by Installation Payments.  Mr. Towle is currently the owner of a property located at 235 Route 206 which was in foreclosure proceedings initiated by the Township.  In June 2010, Mr. Towle had requested this property be pulled out of the foreclosure proceedings and requested to make a large down payment on the amount owed and the balance paid over the next three years.  This request was granted in June 2010, but Mr. Towle did not make the payment.  Mayor Harper stated this matter relates to Tax Sale Certificate #12-99 and asked if we were still in negotiation with this property.  Mr. Towle thanked the Committee for their time and stated he did not receive a copy of the previous Resolution.  Mr. Towle stated since the last meeting it was his interpretation that the balance would be paid in installments, but it didn’t mention the interest.  Mr. Towle stated he came to the meeting to make a different proposal.  The total taxes due are approximately $17,000 and the interest of $1,500 and a lien of approximately $3,000 and make payments on the remaining interest, the total sum of the interest, divided by the number of months -  without interest on interest.  Mayor Harper felt he understood what Mr. Towle was saying but was not sure where the township could help.  Mayor Harper stated Sandyston Township has a tax sale every year.   Sandyston Township charges interest to everyone.  To redeem these liens, people have to pay interest and they have to pay it at the time or we put it up for auction.  This property has been held back while we try to work out an agreement.  Mayor Harper continued that legally he is not sure where we can go with this request because we pass a resolution which says we will charge this interest on outstanding balances.   This is interest on interest every year and it is 18%, but it is the only way we continue to operate to get payment of taxes.  Mayor Harper stated he felt for Mr. Towle, but he needed to take into account the other taxpayers that are facing the same situation every year who pay their taxes on time and have the burden of 18% interest.  Deputy Mayor Leppert asked what Mr. Towle was willing to pay now.   Mr. Towle stated he is willing to pay approximately $20,000 now and pay the remaining balance of approximately $15,000 in installments over the next three years, but requests that the 18% interest on the balance cease to compound.  Deputy Mayor Leppert and Mayor Harper stated the proposal sounded agreeable, but first we would need to check with the township attorney to see if we are legally allowed to make an agreement under those terms.   Mayor Harper stated on Thursday, July 15, 2010, Mr. Towle is going to come in and pay $20,766.38 which represents the tax and the lien.  Whatever the balance is will be divided into 36 monthly payments.  We will check with our attorney to see if we are legally allowed to stop the interest.   Mayor Harper stated the tax lien would not go away until the amount is paid in full and all future taxes must be kept current.  Mayor Harper explained that this lien will stay with this property and before this property is sold or transferred this lien must be paid.   Mayor Harper made a motion to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.
SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP

R-55-2010

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF MUNICIPAL TAX LIEN BY INSTALLATION PAYMENTS PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 54:5-65

WHEREAS, George & Fran Towle & Estate of G.H. Towle are the current owners of the property located at 235 Route 206S, known as Block 1104 Lot 3 on the Tax Map of the Township of Sandyston; and 

WHEREAS, the real estate taxes are in arrears and as of the date of this resolution there is $36,012.80 owed to the Township of Sandyston; and

WHEREAS, Sandyston Township holds Municipal Tax Sale Certificate #12-99 and the amount required to redeem totals $36,437.80 including interest to July 15, 2010 and including the fee of $425 for Title Search and Counsel Fee, on property owned by George & Fran Towle & Estate of G. H. Towle located at 235 Route 206 South (Block 1104, Lot 3); and,
WHEREAS,  George Towle has requested he be allowed to repay the property taxes by installment plan in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:5-65, the specifics of the repayment agreement are as follows:  The first payment shall be made on or before July 15, 2010, in the amount of $20,766.38.  Thereafter, on the 15th day of each month payments of $566.56 shall be made over the 36 month term of the plan.  The payment plan shall terminate on July 15, 2013.  There shall be no grace period for the tax repayment installments, and all current taxes must be paid as they are billed by the Township of Sandyston.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, as follows:

1. The Mayor and Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston hereby authorize and agree to the installment repayment of all delinquent property taxes in accordance with the Tax Installment Payment Agreement entered into between George & Fran Towle & Estate of G. H. Towle on the property known as Block 1104 Lot 3 on the Tax Map of the Township of Sandyston.  .

2. Default in any installment payment terminates this Tax Installment Payment Agreement and subjects the property to foreclosure action.

3. All taxes not yet due shall be regularly and promptly made in addition to the payments set forth above or the Tax Installment Payment Agreement is terminated and subjects the property to foreclosure action.

4. The Mayor is authorized to sign the Tax Installment Payment Agreement on behalf of the Township of Sandyston.

This Resolution shall tax effect immediately.

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-55-2010, subject to attorney review, with the payment to be made on Thursday, July 15, 2010 in the amount of $20,766.38 with the balance due of the tax lien to be capped at that time and paid over 36 equal installments without any additional installments, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously approved.
TAX INSTALLMENT PAYMENT AGREEMENT

This agreement made the latter of the two dates on the signature page,

BETWEEN, the TOWNSHIP OF SANDYSTON, a municipal corporation of the State of New Jersey, having its office at 133 Route 645, Sandyston, NJ  07826;

AND, George & Fran Towle & Estate of G. H. Towle, with a mailing address of 233 Route 206 South, Sandyston, NJ  07826;

WHEREAS, George & Fran Towle & Estate of G.H. Towle is acknowledging that there are real property taxes owed to the Township of Sandyston that are delinquent and past due in the amount of $36,012.80 as of July 15, 2010.

WHEREAS, Sandyston Township holds Municipal Tax Sale Certificate #12-99 and the amount required to redeem totals $36,437.80 including interest to July 15, 2010 and including the fee of $425 for Title Search and Counsel Fee, on property owned by George & Fran Towle & Estate of G. H. Towle located at 235 Route 206 South (Block 1104, Lot 3); and,
WHEREAS, George Towle has requested he be allowed to repay the property taxes by installment plan in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:5-65, the specifics of the repayment agreement are as follows:  

1. The first payment shall be made on or before July 15, 2010, in the amount of $20,766.38 payable to the TOWNSHIP OF SANDYSTON for the outstanding real property taxes on property Block 1104 Lot 3.

2. Thereafter, on the 15th day of each month beginning on August 15, 2010 payments of $566.56 shall be made and continuing for 36 months.

3. The payment plan shall terminate on July 15, 2013.  There shall be no grace period for the tax repayment installments, and all current taxes must be paid as they are billed by the Township of Sandyston.

4. The balance may be paid in full at any time prior to July 15, 2013.  The balance owed shall be as provided for in the amortization schedule.

5. All future real property taxes shall be paid as they are billed.  George & Fran Towle & Estate of G.H. Towle shall have a ten (10) day interest-free grace period for paying each quarterly tax installment as provided for in N.J.S.A. 54:4-67.  The grace period shall run from the day the quarterly installment is due as set forth on the tax bill.
6. The failure to pay the real property taxes as they are billed in the future or to make any other payment as required under the terms of this Agreement will constitute a default of this Agreement and shall terminate the Agreement.  Upon termination, the Township of Sandyston shall have the right to use any means provided under New Jersey law to collect the outstanding taxes, including, but not limited to, foreclosing on the tax liens
SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP ORDINANCE

2010-06

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP SANDYSTON, COUNTY OF SUSSEX,

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, RELATING TO THE EXTENSION OF THE MUNICIPAL

CONSENT FOR CABLE TELEVISION SERVICES PROVIDED BY

SERVICE ELECTRIC CABLE TV OF NEW JERSEY, INC.

The municipality hereby grants to the company its non-exclusive consent to place in, upon, along, across, above, over and under the highways, streets, alleys, sidewalks, public ways, and public places in the municipality poles, wires, cables, and fixtures necessary for the maintenance and operation in the municipality of a cable television system and cable communications system. Construction, pursuant to said consent, is conditioned upon prior approval of the Board of Public Utilities.

DEFINITIONS

For the purposes of this Ordinance, the following terms, phrases, words and their derivations shall have the meaning given herein. Such meaning or definition of terms is supplemental to those definitions given by the Federal Communications Commission F.C.C. Rules and Regulations 47C.F.R. Subsection 76.1 et seq., and the Cable Communications Policy Act 47 U.S.C. Section 521 et seq as amended, and the Cable Television Act, N.J.S.A. 48:5A-1 et seq. and shall in no way be construed to broaden, alter or conflict with federal or state definitions:

(a)
“Municipality” is the Municipality of Sandyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey.

(b)
“Company” is the grantee of rights under this Ordinance and is known as Service Electric Cable TV of New Jersey, Inc.

(c)
“Act” or “Cable Television Act” is Chapter 186 of the General Laws of New Jersey, and subsequent amendment thereto, Section 48:SA-1

STATEMENT OF FINDINGS

A public hearing concerning the consent herein granted to the Company was held after proper public notice pursuant to the terms and conditions of the Act. Said hearing having been held and frilly open to the public, and the municipality having received all comments regarding the qualifications of the Company to receive this consent, and the representations of the Company that the Company possesses the necessary legal, technical, character, financial and other qualifications and that the Company’s operating and construction arrangements are adequate and feasible.

DURATION OF FRANCHISE/FULL BUILD-OUT


The consent herein granted shall expire December 31, 2020.

FRANCHISE FEE 

Pursuant to the terms and conditions of the Act, the Company shall, during each year of operation under the consent granted herein, pay to the municipality two percent (2%) of the gross revenues from all recurring charges in the nature of subscription fees paid by subscribers to its cable television reception service in the municipality or any amount permitted by the Cable Television Act or otherwise allowable by law.

TERRITORY

The consent granted herein to the Company shall apply to the entirety of the Municipality and any property hereafter annexed.

EXTENSION OF SERVICE

The company shall be required to proffer service along any public right-of-way to any person’s residence or business located in to all areas of the franchise territory described herein, at tariffed rates for standard or non-standard installation.

CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS

Restoration: In the event that the Company or its agents shall disturb any pavement, street surfaces, sidewalks, driveways or other surfaces in the natural topography, the company shall at its sole expense restore and replace such places or things so disturbed in as good condition as existed prior to the commencement of said work.

Relocation: If at any time during the period of this consent, the municipality shall alter or change the grade of any street, alley or other way or place, the company, upon reasonable notice by the municipality, shall remove, re-lay and relocate its equipment, at the expense of the company.

The Company shall temporarily move or remove appropriate parts of its facilities to allow for the moving of buildings, and machinery, or in other similar circumstances. The expense shall be borne by the party requesting such action, except when requested by the municipality, in which case the company shall bear the cost.

Removal or Trimming of Trees: During the exercise of its rights and privileges under this franchise, the Company shall have the authority to trim trees upon and overhanging streets, alleys, sidewalks and public places of the municipality so as to prevent the branches of such trees from coming in contact with the wires and cables of the Company. Such trimming shall be only to the extent necessary to maintain proper clearance for the Company’s facilities.

During the term of this franchise, and any renewal thereof the Company shall maintain a local business office or agent for the purpose of receiving, investigating and resolving all complaints regarding the quality of service, equipment malfunctions and similar matters. Such local business office shall be open during normal business hours, and in no event less than 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.

MUNICIPAL COMPLAINT OFFICER

The Office of Cable Television is hereby designated as the complaint officer for the municipality, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:5A-26(b).

All complaints shall be received and processed in accordance with N.J.A.C. 14:17-6.5.

PERFORMANCE BONDS

During the life of the franchise the company shall give a bond to the municipality, which bond shall be in the amount of $25,000.00.

Such bond shall be to insure the faithful performance of all undertakings of the company as represented in its application and incorporated herein.

RATES

The rates of the company shall be subject to regulation as permitted by federal and state law.

PUBLIC, EDUCATIONAL OR GOVERNMENTAL ACCESS CHANNELS

The cable operator shall provide access time to non-commercial public, governmental and educational entities to the extent such access was promised to the Municipality.

FREE SERVICES

The company shall provide the installation of one outlet to the school, the Municipal Building, and the Fire Department Building in the municipality free of charge.  Each additional outlet installed, if any, shall be paid for, by the institution requesting the same on a materials plus labor basis. Monthly service charges shall be charged at the regular tariffed rates for additional outlets.

In the event the company implements a Senior Citizen’s discount in any municipality in which the Company provides services, the same senior citizen discount shall be provided to any senior citizen 62 years of age or older who subscribe to cable service and who does not share the subscription with more than one person in the household who is less than 62 years of age. Such subscribers must meet the income and residence requirements of the Pharmaceutical Assistance to Aged and Disabled pursuant to N.J.S.A. 30:4D-21. The company will apply the same discount rate to the disabled with the same PAD eligibility requirements.

LIABILITY INSURANCE

The company agrees to maintain and keep in frill force and effect at its sole expense at all times during the term of this consent, sufficient liability insurance naming the municipality as an insured and insuring against loss by any such claim, suit, judgment, execution or demand in the minimum amounts of $3,000,000.00 for bodily injury or death to one person or resulting from one accident, and $500,000.00 for property damage resulting from any one accident.

PUBLIC EMERGENCY BROADCAST CAPABILITIES

Company shall provide public emergency broadcast capabilities whereby notification of a public emergency deemed to have an effect on the Township and its residents may be superimposed on or scrolled across all channels in the Company’s system, with details pertaining to said public emergency to be conveyed visually and/or audibly on a predesignated channel.  Company shall be online with this capability no later than ninety (90) days after the State of New Jersey’s proposed emergency alert system is operational.

INCORPORATION OF THE APPLICATION

All of the commitments and statements contained in the application and any amendment thereto submitted in writing to the municipality by the company except as modified herein, are binding upon the company as terms and condition of this consent.  In the event of any inconsistency between the terms of this Ordinance and the application, the terms of this Ordinance shall control. The application and any other relevant writings submitted by a company shall be annexed hereto and made a part hereof by reference as long as it does not conflict with state or federal law.

SEPARABILITY

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of federal or state agency of competent jurisdiction, said holding may, at the option of the municipality, eliminate the validity of the remaining portions hereof.

EFFECTIVE DATE

This municipal consent shall become effective as of the date upon which the Township received written notification that Company accepts the provisions of this Ordinance.

This Ordinance shall be effective upon proper publication and completion of all procedures required under the law.

The public hearing was held for Ordinance 200-06.  Mayor Harper made a motion to open the meeting to the floor, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.  There being no comment from the floor, Mayor Harper made a motion to close the public portion, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.  Mayor Harper made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2010-05, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.  Roll Call Vote followed:  Ayes:  Leppert, Harper; Nays: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: MacDonald.
SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP

2010-07

ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $4,350.00 CURRENTLY LOCATED WITHIN THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SANDYSTON FOR THE PURCHASE OF THREE (3) SETS OF TURNOUT GEAR


WHEREAS, there is currently the sum of $4,350.00 in the Capital Improvement Fund; and

WHEREAS, it is deemed appropriate to make use of the $4,350.00 for the purchase of turnout gear; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex and State of New Jersey, that

SECTION 1:
There is hereby appropriated from the Capital Improvement Fund of the Township of Sandyston the sum of $4,350.00 for the purchase of turnout gear.

SECTION 2:
All ordinances or parts of ordinances, which are inconsistent with the terms of this Ordinance, be and the same are hereby repealed to the extent of their inconsistency.

SECTION 3:
This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon proper passage and publication in accordance with the law.

Ordinance 2010-07 was introduced on Tuesday, July 13, 2010.   Mayor Harper made a motion to approve Ordinance 2010-07, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.  The Public Hearing for Ordinance 2010-07 will be held Tuesday, August 17, 2010 at 7:30 pm at the Sandyston Township Municipal Building.
SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP

2010-08

ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $____________ CURRENTLY LOCATED WITHIN THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SANDYSTON FOR THE PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS TO THE SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING

WHEREAS, there is currently the sum of $____________ in the Capital Improvement Fund; and

WHEREAS, it is deemed appropriate to make use of the $___________ for the proposed improvements to the Sandyston Township Department of Public Works Building; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex and State of New Jersey, that

SECTION 1:
There is hereby appropriated from the Capital Improvement Fund of the Township of Sandyston the sum of $_________ for the proposed improvements to the Sandyston Township Department of Public Works Building.

SECTION 2:
All ordinances or parts of ordinances, which are inconsistent with the terms of this Ordinance, be and the same are hereby repealed to the extent of their inconsistency.

SECTION 3:
This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon proper passage and publication in accordance with the law.

Mayor Harper explained the Bids for the Department of Public Works Building will be sent to the Township Attorney for review.  The Township Committee will not be Awarding the Bid at this time; therefore, we do not know how much this project will cost.  Mayor Harper made a motion to table Ordinance 2010-08 to the July 20, 2010 meeting to be held at the Sandyston Township Municipal Building, 133 Route 645, Sandyston, NJ at 5:30 pm, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.
SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP

2010-09

ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $16,500 CURRENTLY LOCATED WITHIN THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SANDYSTON FOR THE PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS TO THE SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL BUILDING – SECOND FLOOR

WHEREAS, there is currently the sum of $16,500 in the Capital Improvement Fund; and

WHEREAS, it is deemed appropriate to make use of the $16,500 for the proposed improvements to the Sandyston Township Municipal Building – Second Floor; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex and State of New Jersey, that

SECTION 1:
There is hereby appropriated from the Capital Improvement Fund of the Township of Sandyston the sum of $16,500 (Sixteen thousand five hundred dollars) for the proposed improvements to the Sandyston Township Municipal Building – Second Floor.

SECTION 2:
All ordinances or parts of ordinances, which are inconsistent with the terms of this Ordinance, be and the same are hereby repealed to the extent of their inconsistency.

SECTION 3:
This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon proper passage and publication in accordance with the law.

Ordinance 2010-09 was introduced on Tuesday, July 13, 2010.   Mayor Harper made a motion to approve Ordinance 2010-09, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.  The Public Hearing for Ordinance 2010-09 will be held Tuesday, August 17, 2010 at 7:30 pm at the Sandyston Township Municipal Building.
Correspondence:  The Committee reviewed the correspondence.  The Clerk pointed out Sandyston Township was visited by the Department of Treasury, Division of Public Contracts, Equal Employment Opportunity Compliance on June 30, 2010 and an audit of our public contracts, and professional services contracts was performed.  There were deficiencies found and the Clerk has been working to gather the paperwork to send to the investigator.  We received a certified letter on July 12, 2010 and we have 30 days to answer the letter.  Currently, we are waiting for Selective Insurance to send Sandyston Township an Exhibit A.  Mayor Harper noted R.C. Lain was contacted regarding this matter and would be forwarding a copy of their paperwork to the Township.  The Clerk explained that Sandyston Township paid Selective, therefore, Selective needed to provide the paperwork and not the agent.  The legal department of Selective Insurance has been working to rectify this matter.  The Clerk also noted the investigator felt the owners of the property we purchased over the last five years, J. Lawrence and Marjorie Black, needed to provide the Exhibit A and State Certificate.  Christopher Quinn, Township Attorney, researched the matter and felt this did not fall within the definition of a “public works contract” or “goods and services contract”.  This should be the only deficiency we are unable to correct and will have to wait for an answer once our paperwork is submitted.

Open Meeting to Floor:  Mayor Harper made a motion to open the meeting to the public, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.  Mr. Stanley Dutkus, President of the Sandyston Township Volunteer Fire Department came forward to discuss the success of the Chicken Barbeque.  Mr. Dutkus asked about Sandyston Day and if next year the advertising could be improved.  Mayor Harper agreed and said the turnout for the Senior Citizen of the Year and Miss Sandyston Contest was very low.  Deputy Mayor Leppert stated he felt Sandyston Day may need a break with time to revamp the event.  Recreation did not agree and felt by changing the date they could revitalize the event.  Deputy Mayor Leppert stated as the liaison to Recreation that he will relay the concerns of the Township Committee and the fire department.  Mr. Dutkus stated the coin toss has been a little low and the mail fund is low but this is a reflection of the economy.  Mr. Dutkus informed the committee that during a fire call near the Fish and Game on Brook Road and the 1967 Dodge Brush Truck burned and is completely out of service.  He is in the process of contacting Forest Service to see if they have anything that the fire department could get as surplus to replace that vehicle for the time being.  Mr. Dutkus asked if the Township could address a letter to the Department of Environmental Protection advising them of the potentially dangerous situation we have experienced of people riding down on the Brook Road who is not familiar with the area and getting into accidents.  This appears to be younger people out joy riding.   Maybe we could request more surveillance and enforcement of the area by the State, as these roads are dangerous if you are unfamiliar with the surroundings.  It is also very difficult to find and help people who are in trouble.  Mr. Dutkus also told the Committee the Fire Department dedicated the Chicken Barbeque Pit to Joseph Haggerty, Sr., and a sign has been placed on the pavilion in his honor.  Mr. Dutkus informed the Committee the Disaster Mitigation paperwork has been submitted and approved with the State.  There will be a sample ordinance for this Disaster Mitigation and when he receives the copy he will forward this to the Committee for review.  Sandyston Township is currently in compliance with the National Incident Management System (NIMS).  As heard earlier by Mr. Vogel, there are online classes that are available for those who require the next series of certifications.  The Right To Know paperwork has been submitted for 2010.  Mr. Dutkus also asked the Committee to start thinking of a replacement for Emergency Management Coordinator as next year will be 20 years he has been running the Emergency Management program and he is thinking about retiring from this position at the end of 2011.   Mayor Harper reminded Mr. Dutkus that the Tractor Parade is quickly approaching and he was approached by a member of the Fire Department requesting a meeting to go over rules and start organizing the event.  Mayor Harper requested a Committee be formed through the fire department and stated he will be the liaison for the Township Committee.  Mr. Dutkus stated that Lou Frato is in charge of that Committee through the Fire Department and is appointing his own committee.  Mayor Harper requested the involvement of previous organizers of the event as public members to this committee.  Deputy Mayor Leppert made a motion to appoint Mayor Harper as the liaison for the Tractor Parade Event, seconded by Mayor Harper and unanimously carried.   

Patte Haggerty Frato informed the Committee the Sandyston Township Historical Society has purchased a marker from the County of Sussex for Bevans.  This marker has been approved by the Historic Marker Committee through the Committee and has all the necessary approvals from the County for placement in the County right-of-way.  Members of the Sandyston Township Historical Society have donated money for the purchase of this marker.  Mrs. Frato would like to have a dedication ceremony at the convenience of the Township Committee for the dedication of this marker.  Mrs. Frato asked if Sunday, October 3, 2010 was agreeable for the Committee to attend this dedication.  The Committee felt that was an agreeable date and would try to attend the event.
The Clerk had a request from Harold Pellow to hold a Special Meeting to award the bid for the Hotalen Road – Section II project.  The Committee discussed possibly awarding the bid for the DPW building at the same time.  The Committee decided Tuesday, July 20, 2010 at 5:30 pm for the Special Meeting.  Deputy Mayor Leppert stated he would be away and unable to attend.  The Clerk will check with Committeeman MacDonald to make sure he can attend.

Mayor Harper asked about the gas smell which comes from the kitchen stove.  The Clerk stated we were informed by the last plumber to service the stove that the smell is the burnt gas and the lack of ventilation.  Mr. Delea stated we leave the door to the meeting hall open for air flow.  Mayor Harper asked how often the stove is used.  The Clerk stated the Sandyston Seniors use the stove for their lunch meetings every other month and the fire department uses the stove.  Mayor Harper asked what the process is the light the stove.  Mr. Delea stated the only problem is the grill pilot is very difficult to light and would not like to trust that to someone who is not familiar with the stove.  Mayor Harper stated if we do not use the stove that often that we might want to consider turning the stove off and getting a lockable gas shut off.  This would save money on the propane gas as the stove is not being used a great deal.  A sign could be placed near the gas shut off to advise the Clerk in advance for use of the stove.  Mr. Delea felt this was a great idea from a safety point of view.  The Committee requested the Clerk look into a lockable gas shut off for the stove.
Adjournment:  Mayor Harper made a motion to adjourn at 10:23 am, seconded Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.  

Respectfully submitted,

Amanda F. Lobban, RMC
Municipal Clerk 
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