Sandyston Township Committee

MINUTES
July 11, 2006

This meeting was opened and called to order at 9:02 a.m. by Mayor MacDonald who stated that this meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, having been duly advertised.

The clerk was asked to call the roll.

Present were:  Committeeman Leppert, Committeeman Harper, and Mayor MacDonald

Also in attendance:  Alan Delea, Stan Dutkus, Amanda Frato, Ronald Lampeter, Raj Sinha, Jackie Waldron

Minutes  The minutes of the June 5, 2006 meeting were presented and moved for approval by Mayor MacDonald.  Committeeman Harper seconded the motion and unanimously carried.
Tax Collector’s Report   The tax collector’s report was presents with total receipts of $29,025.48.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to approve the report as submitted seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.

Treasurer’s Report   The treasurer’s report was presented with total receipts of $44,164.40 and total disbursements of $214,914.27 and an ending balance of $864,299.71.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to approve the report seconded by Committeeman Harper and unanimously carried.
Payment of Vouchers  The vouchers were submitted for approval.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the vouchers seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.

Departmental Report   The committee reviewed the departmental reports. Mr. Delea, Road Foreman, informed the Road Supervisor, Committeeman Harper, of a drainage issue on Struble Road.  The violations that were issued from PEOSH were abated.
Old Business   The bid on the 2007 Sterling L700 Dump Truck opened at the last meeting was recommended for approval by the township attorney.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to award the bid to Condit Truck Center in the amount of $103,218.00 seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.   The kitchen project received final approval from the Construction Official.  A final inspection needs to be completed by the architect, Mr. Schaffer.  The clerk was instructed to obtain quotes for a refrigerator/freezer and work station for the kitchen.  Committeeman Harper informed the committee that the engineer and affected residents and businesses met on July 13th to discuss the sidewalk project.  Committeeman Harper stated the meeting was very productive.  The project is expected to go out to bid soon.  The committee requested the clerk obtain proposals for 911 dispatching services.  The clerk stated not all the requests have been received.  The proposals will be reviewed at the next meeting.  The New Jersey State League of Municipalities recommends waiting before signing a contract for deer removal services.  There is some discussion regarding Fish and Wildlife being responsible for removal.  Frankford had contacted Sandyston prior to the meeting and suggested a shared service agreement.  The deer removal will be placed on the next agenda.  The committee reviewed the revised plans for excavating at the municipal complex site.  The committee discussed the possibility of roll away basketball hoops for the parking area.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the revised plans seconded by Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.  The information will be sent to the attorney and be prepared for bid.   

New Business   The Skylands Cycling event that was held in the township on June 18, 2006 was discussed.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to open the meeting to the floor seconded by Committeeman Harper.  Some residents were inconvenienced traveling to and from their homes while the race was in progress.  A few marshals were overzealous in their desire to protect the cyclists.  The situation was compounded when an accident occurred on Route 206 and the traffic had to be diverted.    Mr. Ronald Lampeter came forward to state some concerns and problems that he experienced.  Mr. Lampeter expressed disappointment that his name and telephone number was given out to Mr. Bob Cary, Skylands Cycling.  Committeeman Harper stated he looked the phone number up in the telephone book and gave it to Mr. Cary so that he could apologize for the inconvenience he suffered on June 18th.   Mr. Lampeter stated the event was not sufficiently advertised, road closures, rude marshals and the event occurred on a very busy weekend as people were celebrating Father’s Day and graduation parties. Some businesses were also affected.  Mr. Lampeter stated he had experienced great difficulty when he tried to return to his home.  The bike marshals instructed Mr. Lampeter to travel out of his way because the road was closed.  Committeeman Leppert and Mayor MacDonald stated that Skylands did not have permission to close the roads at any time.   Mr. Bob Cary, Skylands Cycling, arrived at the meeting and apologized to the township committee and the residents of Sandyston for the events on June 18th.  Mr. Cary stated that the marshals were volunteers and perhaps too eager to control the traffic and the marshals were not authorized to close the roads.  Mr. Lampeter questioned the number of local racers that participated in the event.  The committee was unsure.  Mr. Lampeter questioned how long the roads were supposed to be shut down.  The committee replied the roads were not supposed to be shut down at all.  Mr. Lampeter questioned if it was a race or just a cycling event that took place.   Committeeman Harper stated we failed to take into account the problems that may or may not happen with such an event.  Communication wasn’t as clear as it could have been.  The committee did not take into account the problems that might affect the residents.  Mr. Cary agreed with Committeeman Harper in that a communication error had occurred while the event was taking place.  Mr. Sinha questioned if problems have happened in other towns were this race was held.  Mr. Cary stated Skylands used volunteer marshals with and without experience.   Committeeman Harper continued if a race were to occur again, all of these issues would have to be paramount in order for this committee to agree to hold the event again.  Mr. Lampeter suggested the next race be held on Old Mine Road or the Fair Grounds in Augusta.  Mr. Cary stated that the club held races in the past at the fair ground and ball stadium too.  Mr. Lampeter stated that when he spoke on the phone the Monday after the event, he was told that signs were prominently displayed.  Mr. Cary stated that the fliers were to be posted around town and placed in residents’ mailboxes.  Committeeman Harper stated that not everyone has mailboxes and not every one checks their mail on Saturdays. Committeeman Harper stated that there was a breakdown with notification to the residents.  Mr. Stan Dutkus stated that the fire department side of the complex was slightly blocked when the fire department responded to the accident on Route 206.  The standard protocol for an accident on Route 206 is to close Route 206 and divert traffic onto Route 645.  Mayor MacDonald stated if this event is to happen again, a better mechanism of communication is needed and all aspects need to be reviewed.  The committee apologized for any inconveniences that occurred to Mr. Lampeter and all the residents.    

Ms. Jackie Waldron, Layton Hotel, came forward to question the committee if any type of noise waiver could be set in place for a special event the Layton Hotel is conducting on August 5th.  The committee responded that the township obeys the State of New Jersey Board of Health ordinance and there are no waivers.  Ms. Waldron thanked the committee for their time.  

A generator maintenance agreement in the amount of $1,595 from Cooper Power Systems was submitted for approval.  The clerk stated the agreement was the same amount as last years.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the agreement seconded by Committeeman Leppert.  Mayor MacDonald abstained from the vote.  

Ordinance 06-06  An ordinance to amend recycling collection was introduced for second reading by Mayor MacDonald.  Committeeman Leppert made a motion to open the meeting to the public seconded by Committeeman Harper.  There being no comment from the public, Mayor MacDonald closed the public portion of the hearing seconded by Committeeman Harper.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to adopt the ordinance seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.  A roll call vote followed:  Ayes: Leppert, Harper, MacDonald  Nays: 0  Abstain: 0  Absent: 0

Ordinance 07-06  An ordinance prohibiting underage drinking was introduced for second reading by Mayor MacDonald.  Committeeman Leppert made a motion to open the meeting to the public seconded by Committeeman Harper.  Mr. Raj Sinha questioned the purpose of the ordinance.  Committeeman Harper explained that the township is part of an initiative that the Sussex County League of Municipality and the Center for Prevention & Counseling and the Sussex County Sheriffs Department are encouraging municipalities to adopt.  Any person under legal drinking age cannot consume or possess alcoholic beverages.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to close the public portion seconded by Committeeman Harper.  Committeeman Leppert made a motion to adopt the ordinance seconded by Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.  A roll call vote followed:  Ayes: Leppert, Harper, MacDonald  Nays: 0 Abstain: 0 Absent: 0 
Ordinance 08-06  An ordinance to establish a Growth Share plan was read in full by Committeeman Harper.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the first reading seconded by Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.  A roll call vote followed:  Ayes:  Leppert, Harper, MacDonald  Nays:  0  Absent:  0  Abstain:  0

The ordinance will have a public hearing at the August 1st meeting.

Ordinance 09-06  An ordinance to establish Developer Fees was read in full by Committeeman Harper.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the first reading seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.  A roll call vote followed:  Ayes:  Leppert, Harper, MacDonald   Nays: 0 Absent: 0  Abstain: 0   The ordinance will have a public hearing at the August 1st meeting.

Resolution  R-22-06 A resolution for Preliminary Approval Farmland Preservation Program was read by Mayor MacDonald.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the resolution seconded by Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Resolution  R-23-06 A resolution allowing the tax collector to send out partial estimated bills (due to the State not adopting their budget) if necessary, was read by Mayor MacDonald.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to approve the resolution seconded by Committeeman Harper and unanimously carried.

Correspondence   The committee reviewed the correspondence.  Committeeman Harper stated he would attend the meeting sponsored by the SCLOM to be held on October 19th 6:30 p.m. at the Adam Todd Restaurant.  The topic of the meeting is COAH.  The committee instructed the clerk to respond to a letter from the National Park Service and their plans to refurbish the Childs Park area.  The committee would like to see some of the fund expended on the New Jersey side of the Delaware.

Open Meeting to Floor   Mayor MacDonald made a motion to open the meeting to the floor seconded by Committeeman Harper.    Mr. Stan Dutkus, OEM, updated the committee on the flooding along the Delaware River.  A few homes experienced flooding on Mettler, Hague and Laurel in the Forty Acre section.  Mr. Dutkus explained one resident sought shelter with a relative.  Jersey Central Power & Light turned off power to the affected homes.  A washout occurred on the Laurel Lane.  Mr. Dutkus, Mr. Delea and the clerk will work on the necessary forms for FEMA reimbursement.   Mr. Dutkus stated that Blue Ridge Rescue Squad would no longer extradite trapped drivers from vehicles.  Mr. Dutkus stated currently Frankford Fire Department and Milford Fire Departments are on call for such an incident.  Committeeman Leppert stated Mr. Delea, Fire Chief, and he met with Frankford.  Committeeman Leppert commented Frankford’s equipment is in great shape.  Mr. Dutkus questioned if the fire department should be investigating the costs of the jaws-of-life equipment.  Committeeman Leppert stated Frankford is willing to have mutual aid with the fire department.  Mr. Dutkus expressed concern over the proposed helipad size and any ball field fencing in the helipad area.  Mr. Dutkus stated no fence is permitted within 200 feet of the proposed helipad area.  Mr. Delea informed the committee of a problem that occurred on the National Park Service lands.  A hunting dog, apparently in training, fell down an abandoned well.  The dog was rescued.  The committee instructed the clerk to send a letter to the NPS informing them of this mishap and to immediately secure all the wells.  Mr. Joseph Pinzone, Land Use Member and President of Kittatinny Lake Association had digital maps made for the Kittatinny Lake Association.  The committee reviewed those maps.  The township is in need of new zoning maps because of recent changes in the zones.  The committee instructed the clerk to obtain proposals for maps.   Mayor MacDonald made a motion to close the public portion of the meeting seconded by Committeeman Harper.

Adjourn  There being no further business to discuss, Mayor MacDonald made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:38 a.m. seconded by Committeeman Harper.

Respectfully submitted,

Betsy M. Cuneo

Municipal Clerk
