Sandyston Township Committee Meeting

July 8, 2008

MINUTES

This meeting was opened and called to order at 9:05 a.m. by Mayor Leppert who stated this meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act having been duly advertised.

The clerk was asked to call the roll and present were Deputy Mayor MacDonald, Committeeman Harper and Mayor Leppert. Bud Jones of Nisivoccia & Company LLP, Auditor, was also present.
The Mayor led all present in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of Minutes  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the Minutes of June 10, 2008 Regular Meeting as amended and the Executive Session of June 10, 2008, seconded by Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the Minutes of the Special Meeting of June 30, seconded by Mayor Leppert  and carried with the aforementioned voting “aye’ and Committeeman MacDonald abstaining.
Tax Collector  The Tax Collector’s report was presented with total receipts Month-to-Date of  $87,888.62 and Year-to-Date of $2,133,700.74.  Mayor Leppert made a motion to approve the report, seconded by Committeeman Harper and unanimously carried.

Treasurer’s Report  Mayor Leppert noted the Treasurer’s report was missing and requested it be sent to them individually.
Payment of Vouchers  The committee reviewed the vouchers.  . Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the payment of vouchers, seconded by Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.
Departmental Reports  The committee reviewed the departmental reports. The Clerk stated the Sussex County Department of Engineering & Planning had been contacted and they recommended the drain pipe at DeGroat Road be replaced. The Committee authorized the Clerk to replace the pipe.
Old Business  
Speeding letters/warning light: Mayor Leppert stated there is no news.  
Ground Lease/ Parking Lot Agreement: Committeeman Harper indicated the attorney had not responded to the changes requested by the owner of the Layton Hotel (Nighthawk Enterprises), 124 Route 560, Layton, NJ and he would contact him after the meeting.

Post Office Renovation: Mayor Leppert requested discussion be moved to later in the Agenda.
Surplus sale: Mayor Leppert noted the favorable outcome of the re-advertisement and subsequent second surplus sale which resulted in higher bid amounts (1991 Ford F-350 $2,500.00; 1987 Ford F-800 $6,700.00).
New Business  
Application(s) for Use of the Municipal Building.  Mayor Leppert made a motion that the Applications for Use of the Municipal building for the Road Association of Hirams Grove 7/10/08 at 7:00 p.m., Delaware Valley United Methodist Church 8/23/08 all day and Sandyston Township Historical Society 8/30/08 and various dates be approved, seconded by Committeeman Harper and unanimously carried. 
North Jersey Housing & Planning Services. Acting Municipal Clerk Murphy updated the Committee regarding the Small Cities Grant for the Housing Rehabilitation Project for Robert & Nancy Cherry, 2 Shaytown road, Sandyston, NJ [BL 805;L 7] pursuant to information sent by Patricia Fischer, North Jersey Housing & Planning Services, LLC. 
Resolutions
R-28-08: Governing Body Certification of the Annual Audit. A motion to approve Resolution R-28-08, as amended, by title was made by Mayor Leppert seconded by Committeeman Harper. A roll call vote followed:  Ayes: MacDonald, Harper, Leppert; Nays: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0.

Bud Jones, Nisivoccia & Company asked if the Committee had read the “Comments and Recommendations.” The Committee replied in the affirmative. He asked if there were any questions. The Committee had none. He indicated he would review the payroll issue and get back to the Committee. Clerk Murphy indicated he would mail the certified copies of the Resolution along with the Group Affidavit to Bud Jones.
R-29-08 Approval to Submit a Grant Application and Execute a Grant Agreement with the NJDOT for Hotalen Road Project. Mayor Leppert made a motion to approve Resolution 29-08 by title, seconded by Committeeman Harper and unanimously carried.
R-30-08 Approval to Submit a Grant Application and Execute a Grant Agreement with the NJDOT for Centers of Place Application for County Road 560 Streetscape Improvements – Phase II. Mayor Leppert made a motion to approve Resolution R-30-08 by title, seconded by Committeeman Harper and unanimously carried.

Ordinances
2008-11 TREE PROTECTION AND REMOVAL  was presented for public hearing and adoption. Mayor Leppert made a motion to open the floor to the public, seconded by Committeeman Harper. There was no public in attendance. Mayor Leppert made a motion to close the floor, seconded by Committeeman Harper. Mayor Leppert made a motion to adopt the Ordinance, seconded Committeeman Harper. A roll call vote followed:  Ayes: MacDonald, Harper, Leppert; Nays: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0.

2008-12 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE XII GROWTH SHARE OF CHAPTER 150 ZONING OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SANDYSTON was presented for public hearing and adoption. Mayor Leppert made a motion to open the floor to the public, seconded by Committeeman Harper. There was no public in attendance. Mayor Leppert made a motion to close the floor, seconded by Committeeman Harper. Mayor Leppert made a motion to adopt the Ordinance, seconded Committeeman Harper. A roll call vote followed:  Ayes: MacDonald, Harper, Leppert; Nays: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0.

Post Office Project.  Mayor Leppert stated he wanted to review the Post Office project. Committeeman Harper suggested the Committee members review the bid specifications. (Note: the specifications had been delivered to the Planning Board at their meeting the previous evening and copied by the Clerk just prior to the regularly scheduled Township Committee meeting that morning). After discussion the Committee directed the Municipal Clerk to contact Dave Simmons of Harold E. Pellow & Associates, Township Engineer, immediately following the meeting with the clarifications to various questions regarding the bid specifications posed both at the Planning Board and the Township Committee meetings. The Advertisement to Bid was to be sent to the newspaper by noon on Tuesday, July 8 and published Thursday, July 10, 2008. Bids were to be received Thursday, July 31, 2008. Further discussion by the Committee noted there was to be no bid bond, but insurance requirements were to be met. The Award of the Bid was to be the first week of August and the Work to be completed prior to October, 2008.

Correspondence 

Rural Policing. Committeeman Harper noted the proposed unfunded mandate was appalling. Mayor Leppert recommended filing a complaint with the League of Municipalities and if there is a resolution opposing it to have it ready for a future meeting. Committeeman Harper suggested getting all the facts from the League and start a letter-writing campaign to newspapers and other municipalities. The Municipal Clerk was directed Send a letter to the Sheriff (Sussex County) to get a proposal on the cost to provide policing. 
Vehicle Wash. The Clerk did not have an update on the Vehicle Wash. 
Downed Light Pole. The Clerk indicated the State Police had been contacted for a copy of the latest accident report connected with the downed light pole in Layton. The Committee noted the Township had not received insurance money for the same pole knocked down previously. Both items were requested to be put on the Agenda for the next meeting under Old Business.
Open Meeting to the Floor   Mayor Leppert made a motion to open the meeting to the public, seconded Committeeman Harper. No one from the public was present. Mayor Leppert made a motion to close the meeting to the public, seconded Committeeman Harper.
Committeeman Harper updated the Committee on the status of the DPW worker out on workers compensation indicating he may need additional surgery. 
Adjournment  There being no further business to discuss, Mayor Leppert made a motion to adjourn at 9:41 a.m., seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously  carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Jerard J. Murphy, Acting Municipal Clerk
