Sandyston Township Committee
 
MINUTES
 
March 11, 2009
 
This meeting was opened and called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Mayor Harper who stated this meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, having been duly advertised.

 

Roll Call
The clerk was asked to call the roll. Present were: Deputy Mayor William Leppert and Mayor George Harper. Absent was Committeeman Fred MacDonald. Also in attendance were Road Foreman Alan Delea, Betsy Pinzone, Thomas Brackney, Bob Mack and Stan Dutkus of the STVFD and Raj Sinha. 

 

The Mayor invited all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Minutes:  The minutes of the Regular Meeting and Executive Session for February 10, 2009 were presented and moved for approval by Mayor Harper, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

 

Tax Collector Report:  The Tax Collector’s report for the Month of February 2009 was presented with total receipts Month-to-Date of $874,967.89 and Year-to-Date of $1,041,598.79. Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the report, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

 

Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer’s report for the Month of January 2009 was presented with a beginning balance of $478,279.43, total receipts of $892,710.08, total disbursements of $711,002.13 and an ending balance of $659,987.38. Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the report, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

 

Payment of Vouchers:  The Bill List was submitted for approval in the amount of $375,094.37 funds permitting.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve payment of the vouchers, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

 
Departmental Reports   The departmental reports were reviewed by the committee.

Mayor Harper inquired about the salt shed signage. Road Foreman Delea indicated the DPW wanted to take the Defensive Driving Course from the County Sheriff Department at a cost of $15.00 per person. The Committee agreed to having it taken out of the department budget. Mr. Delea stated he had attended a meeting regarding truck washing. He stated an outfit brings in a portable unit with a 25’ x 50’ pad with a pond to trap the wash water. Franklin will be the lead agency for several other municipalities. Cost will be submitted to municipalities based on usage. The state does not allow pressure washers above 600 psi. He stated Hamburg had been fined, but the state has not published the rules. He stated fire trucks are exempt. Mayor Harper asked if anybody was going to build one. Mr. Delea said the county was not present at the meeting and municipalities had been waiting to see what they were going to do. The frequency of washing of the vehicles was discussed. Further discussion took place on outsourcing the truck wash or the merits of having a town operate one for profit.

Mr. Delea recommended getting a dehumidifier for the basement of the Post Office to address any moisture problems. Mayor Harper stated that certain work had been recommended by the Post Office facilities manager. He further suggested the contractor who performed the renovation work be contacted to provide an estimate. The Clerk will follow up.

 

Old Business:
Speed letters/warning light. Mayor Harper stated complaints have been received for speeding on Route 560. Deputy Mayor Leppert stated there was a need for crosswalk signs. The Committee agreed the letter writing campaign should be renewed.

Mutual Aid and Assistance Agreement with Sussex County. Clerk Murphy stated he had received additional information regarding FEMA from Stan Dutkus and that it would be incorporated for the next meeting.

Farmside Landscape & Design: Ball Field Contract 2009. Deputy Mayor Leppert stated it was the additional contract that had been requested at the last Committee Meeting and that $750.00 was reasonable. Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the contract, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert, and unanimously carried.

Dingmans Choice and Delaware Bridge Company v. Township of Sandyston. Mayor Harper noted for the record the withdrawal of the tax appeal. The Tax Court of New Jersey ruled Docket No.: 007592-2007, CIVIL ACTION, STIPULATION OF DISMISSAL WITH PREJUDICE, dated February 24, 2009. Mayor Harper and Deputy Mayor Leppert commended the Assessor for his course of action thereby saving the township a lot of money..

 

New Business:

Red Light/Siren Permit for Chiefs.   Deputy Mayor Leppert made a motion to approve a Red Light Permit for Scott House, seconded by Mayor Harper and unanimously carried.

Blue Light Permits. Deputy Mayor Leppert made a motion to approve Blue Light Permits for Shane Houghtaling, Donald Swanson, Scott B. Clark and Roger J. Demarest seconded by Mayor Harper and unanimously carried.

STVFD Application New Members-Junior Member. Mayor Harper made a motion to approve new member Dan Demarest, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried

Raffle Licenses. Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the license for

Sandyston/Walpack Educational Foundation May 1, June 1, July 1, 2009, seconded by 

Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the Amendment to the Application of a

License for St. Thomas the Apostle Church Tricky Tray changing the date from

4/25/2009 to 4/24/2009, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

Application for Special Permit(s) for Social Affairs.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the permit for the STVFD on May 2, 2009, June 28, 2009, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

Contract: Proposal for Professional Planning Services – COAH Substantive Certification. Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the contract for $5,000. to

Jessica Caldwell, P.P., Harold E. Pellow & Associates, Inc., seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

Post Office. Previously discussed during the road report, Mayor Harper noted corrective action needed to be taken by the township to remediate any moisture in the basement area that might cause a problem. He stated the township had been made aware of a situation of snow and ice sliding off the roof onto the side door entrance landing and steps. He stated he would like to incorporate this work into the aforementioned work and get a proposal from a contractor. He asked the Clerk to check for monies in the Capital Improvement Fund.

 
Ordinances:
ORDINANCE 2009-01
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR “LICENSING OF LIMOUSINES” OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SANDYSTON BEING THE ADOPTION OF CODE BY TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

was presented for public hearing and adoption. Mayor Harper made a motion to open the floor to the public, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried. No one wished to be heard. Mayor Harper made a motion to close the floor, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried. Mayor Harper made a motion to adopt the Ordinance, seconded Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried. A roll call vote followed:  Ayes: Harper, Leppert; Nays: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: MacDonald.

 

ORDINANCE 2009-02
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 71 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SANDYSTON, NEW JERSEY BEING THE FIRE PREVENTION ORDINANCE 

was presented for public hearing and adoption. Mayor Harper made a motion to open the floor to the public, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried. No one wished to be heard. Mayor Harper made a motion to close the floor, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried. Mayor Harper made a motion to adopt the Ordinance, seconded Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried. A roll call vote followed:  Ayes: Harper, Leppert; Nays: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: MacDonald.

 

ORDINANCE 2009-03
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 69 OF THE GENERAL CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SANDYSTON, COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, ENTITLED “FEES”
 

was presented for public hearing and adoption. Mayor Harper made a motion to open the floor to the public, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried. No one wished to be heard. Mayor Harper made a motion to close the floor, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried. Mayor Harper made a motion to adopt the Ordinance, seconded Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried. A roll call vote followed:  Ayes: Harper, Leppert; Nays: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: MacDonald.

 

Correspondence   The committee reviewed the correspondence. Mayor Harper noted the direct deposit of the rent check for the Post Office and the proposed rate increase in connection with the economic stimulus infrastructure program for JCP&L. The Mayor stated that it was a poor time to ask for a rate increase and made a motion that a resolution be drafted opposing any further rate increase, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

 

Open Meeting to Floor   

Mayor Harper made a motion to open the floor to the public, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried. Mayor Harper stated he was informed by U.S. Senator Menendez’s office that a grant was awarded to the township in the approximate amount of $75,000. for radio equipment in the Fire Department. He stated the township was prepared to contribute that percentage of funds required by the grant. Further discussion centered on the replacement of a 1962 fire truck with a 4WD mini-pumper/rescue truck in the future. The Mayor pledged support for the volunteer organizations within the framework of the budget. 

A problem of parking during the Winter months at the Layton Fire House was brought to the attention of the Committee by members of the Fire Department. The width of the driveway in relation to the property line with the adjoining neighbor was discussed. Mayor Harper made a motion to contract with Dan Kent of Delaware Valley Associates to do a plot plan survey, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

Specifications are being prepared by the Fire Department for an additional grant to purchase a new fire truck. 

Road Foreman Alan Delea stated there was a problem with the hoist on the new truck. The Mayor suggested checking the specifications and the State contract to determine a course of action.

No one else wished to be heard. Mayor Harper made a motion to close the public portion of the meeting, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

 

Adjournment:  Mayor Harper made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:57 a.m.

 

 

Respectfully submitted,

 

 

Jerard J. Murphy

Acting Municipal Clerk  

