MINUTES
SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP PLANNING BOARD

MARCH 1, 2010
This meeting has been duly advertised and meets all requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act.

Present:  John DeJager


Absent : Fred MacDonald

   George Harper

   Lou Cherepy


   Marc Cunico


   Ron Green


   Ed Ibsen


   Mike Milligan

   Rajesh Sinha


   Joe Pinzone
 
   Keith Utter

Also present was Jessica Caldwell, Planner, of Harold Pellow & Associates.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
The February 1, 2010 Regular Meeting Minutes were reviewed.  A Motion was made by Mr. Cunico and seconded by Mr. Milligan to approve the February 1, 2010 Regular Meeting Minutes.  All were in favor.  The Motion was carried.
APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:
A Motion was made by Mr. Cunico and seconded by Mr. Pinzone to approve the following vouchers for payment:

Harold E. Pellow & Assoc.
Inv. 50856
01/28/10




(Utter/Shi – Site Plan)


$     150.00
Harold E. Pellow & Assoc.
Inv. 50857
01/28/10




(General Administration – January)
$     173.00
Gann Law Books

NJ Zoning & Land Use 





(2010 Edition)



$       98.00
Roll Call:  Mr. DeJager, yes; Mr. Harper, yes; Mr. Cunico, yes; Mr. Green, yes; Mr. Ibsen, yes; Mr. Milligan, yes; Mr. Sinha, yes; Mr. Pinzone, yes; and Mr. Utter, yes.  The Motion was carried.

CORRESPONDENCE:

The following correspondence was reviewed and no formal action was taken:

1. Letter dated February 2, 2010 from Sussex County Soil Conservation regarding Block 703, Lot 1.08; and
2. Letter from ANJEC regarding the 2010 Grant Programs.
EXTENSIONS

Robert & Jacqueline Greene – Minor Subdivision & Variance – Block 1204, Lots 15.01, 15.02 & 15.03 - #03/2009:

A letter was received from the applicant’s surveyor, Joseph D. Greenaway, requesting a 60 day extension of time to file the deeds in connection with this application.  The 
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EXTENSIONS CONT.

Robert & Jacqueline Greene – Minor Subdivision & Variance – Block 1204, Lots 15.01, 15.02 & 15.03 - #03/2009 cont.:
applicants are currently working out the final details of the driveway maintenance agreement with the family members. The board felt that they should give a 90 day extension instead of 60 day extension.
A Motion was made by Mr. Cunico and seconded by Mr. DeJager to approve a 90 day extension of time to file the deeds in connection with the above subdivision.  Roll Call:  Mr. DeJager, yes; Mr. Harper, yes; Mr. Cunico, yes; Mr. Green, yes; Mr. Ibsen, yes; Mr. Milligan, yes; Mr. Sinha, yes; Mr. Pinzone, yes; and Mr. Utter, yes.  The Motion was carried.
OTHER BUSINESS
Master Plan – Plan Endorsement:

Appearing before the board was Jessica Caldwell of Harold Pellow & Associates to discuss the Plan Endorsement Process.  Mrs. Caldwell indicated that she put together an outline of the next step in the Plan Endorsement Process, which is the Visioning Session.  She indicated that there would be a total of 3 visioning sessions, 2 of which would be open visioning sessions and one would be a summary of all the findings.

Mrs. Caldwell indicated that the first visioning session would relate to Agriculture and Open Spaces.  This session will explore issues for keeping agriculture viable and preserved in the Township and issues related to the State, Federal and other preserved open spaces in the Township.  In addition to advertising to bring in as many residents as possible, guest invites will include representatives from the following organizations:

· Department of Agriculture

· Federal Parks

· State Parks

· Nature Conservancy

· NJDEP 

· Local Farmers

· Planning and Zoning Board

· Township Committee

Mrs. Caldwell indicated that the second visioning session would relate to the Village Centers and Economic Development.  This session will explore the vision for Sandyston’s two Village centers as well as the future of economic development in the Township.  In addition to advertising to bring in as many residents as possible, guest invites will include representatives from the following organizations:
· Local Business Owners/Associations

· County Freeholders/County Administrator and Planner

· Office of Smart Growth

· Planning and Zoning Board

· Township Committee
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OTHER BUSINESS CONT.
Master Plan – Plan Endorsement cont.:

Mrs. Caldwell indicated that the outline of the above two visioning sessions would include the following:

· Introductions (5 minutes)

· Overview and Goals of Meeting (10-15 minutes)

· Breakout sessions by topic (45 minutes)

· Breakout groups summarize discussions

· Summary of next steps

Mrs. Caldwell proposed to have the visioning sessions the second and fourth weeks of April.  The dates and times need to be discussed by the board.

Mrs. Caldwell proposed to advertise these hearings on the Township website, public notice in NJ Herald, and call the NJ Herald to request an article or issue a press release.
Mrs. Caldwell indicated that the findings of these sessions will be presented before the Planning/Zoning Board in May for feedback at a regular public meeting.  She anticipates the public hearing will be held at the Planning Board meeting in June to adopt a Vision Statement generated from the discussions at the visioning sessions.

Mr. Cunico questioned as to what the purpose of the Visioning Sessions are.  Mrs. Caldwell indicated that it is a step in the Plan Endorsement process.  The idea is that the public is brought in and involved in the process.  If the Plan Endorsement Process is approved and the Village Centers are re-instated, the Village Centers will become the Smart Growth areas.  There are extra fees to build outside of the Smart Growth area and re-instating the centers will reduce these fees within the Village Center areas.  
A board member suggested that the neighboring townships should be invited to these visioning sessions (Frankford Township and Montague Township).  Mr. Cherepy indicated that the businesses in the township should receive a personal invitation to these hearings, together with a copy of the Business Incubator Plan that was prepared by the Township.  It was also suggested that the businesses be informed to read the plan before the meeting in order to discuss it at the visioning sessions.  

Mrs. Caldwell indicated that if the Plan Endorsement process is approved, the township would be eligible for some grants.  Mr. Pinzone indicated in reviewing the ANJEC grants available, the township must have an Open Space Committee and he feels a committee should be formed in the township in order to obtain some of these grants which would benefit this township.  The grants available are for:  a natural/environmental resource inventory; master plan; capacity study (septic & water); land use ordinances for green energy; brownfields or revitalization plan; bicycle/pedestrian network or trails plan; master plan and zoning ordinances to revise smart growth concepts; ordinances for steep slopes and wellheads; and inter-municipal or regional plan  to protect common or connected resources.  Mr. Utter indicated that the township has already accomplished a lot of these items and it would be useless to apply for grants because we can not get reimbursed for work already done.   Mr. Cunico indicated that there is already a lot of open space in the township, however, it is not owned by the township, which he feels these grants are for to have the township own and manage these open spaces. Mr. Harper indicated that the State land has a lot uses, such as horseback riding, snow mobiling, cross country skiing, bike paths,  walking paths, etc.  Mr. Harper indicated that the Township Committee has looked at this issue a few times and they have never had anyone would like to lead this committee.  He further noted that he is not opposed to this committee, but he does not feel that the taxpayers would be willing to spend money for the purchase and management of open space. 
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OTHER BUSINESS CONT.
Master Plan – Plan Endorsement cont.:

It was agreed to have April 12th and April 29th as the first two visioning sessions at 7:00 p.m.
Small Wind Energy Ordinance:

The board reviewed 2 ordinances adopted in Newton Township and Frankford Township. A lengthy discussion was held with regard to this issue and it was agreed to take this matter off the agenda.  It was agreed at this time there is no need for an ordinance and if someone was interested in installing one of these towers, they would need to come in for a variance.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

This meeting was opened to the public.  There was no public participation.  This meeting was closed to the public.
ADJOURNMENT:

As there was no further business before the Board, a Motion was made by Mr. Milligan and seconded by Mr. Cunico to adjourn the meeting.  All were in favor.  The meeting was adjourned.






Respectfully submitted,







Sharon M. Yarosz









Secretary
