Sandyston Township Committee Meeting

March 7, 2006

MINUTES

This meeting was opened and called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Mayor MacDonald who stated that this meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, having been duly advertised.

The clerk was asked to call the roll.

Present were:  Committeeman Leppert, Committeeman Harper, and Mayor MacDonald

Also in attendance:  Alan Delea, Bud Jones, Jessica Caruso, Robert Pastor, Raj Sinha, Jackie Waldron, and Hixon Spangenberg

All were invited to join in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Annual Report of Audit  Mr. Bud Jones, auditor, came forward to share his findings with regard to the annual audit.   Mr. Jones stated that there were three recommendations.  The first is that progress has been made with the general ledger. Progress needs to continue with the general ledger.  Secondly, all vouchers and documentation need to be signed monthly.  Finally, a SAS 70 shall be obtained from the payroll company.  Mr. Jones stated that everyone has been every cooperative with the audit and the records are in great shape.  The committee thanked Mr. Jones for his diligence with the audit.  The committee signed the group affidavit.     
R-12-06  A resolution approving the audit was read by Mayor MacDonald.  Committeeman Leppert made a motion to approve the resolution seconded by Committeeman Harper and unanimously carried.  A roll call vote followed:  Ayes: Leppert, Harper, MacDonald  Nays: 0  Abstain: 0  Absent: 0
R-13-06  A resolution transferring funds from appropriation reserves to capital      totaling $21,000 was read by Mayor MacDonald.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to approve the transfer seconded by Committeeman Harper and unanimously carried.
Approval of Minutes  The minutes of the February 7, 2006 meeting were motioned by Mayor MacDonald for approval seconded by Committeeman Harper and unanimously carried.
Tax Collector’s Report    The tax collector’s report was presented with total receipts of $573,836.92.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to approve the report seconded by Committeeman Harper and unanimously carried.
Treasurer’s Report  Jessica Caruso, Chief Financial Officer, came forward and stated the report was unavailable for the meeting due to the bank statements not being received.
Payment of Vouchers   The vouchers were submitted for approval.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the vouchers for payment seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.
Departmental Reports  The committee reviewed the departmental reports.  The committee requested a code enforcement report on a regular basis.
Old Business  The committee reviewed and discussed the specs for a new dump truck manufactured by Sterling.  An estimated cost is projected to be between $100,000 and $110,000.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to send the specs to the attorney for review seconded by Mayor MacDonald.  A letter from T.M. Brennan was read by Mayor MacDonald.  The new date for the kitchen installation will be March 13th.  The siren has been repaired.  The committee instructed the clerk to contact the engineer for the conceptual plans for the sidewalk for the next meeting.  Mr. Alan Delea, Chief, stated that the fire department has reviewed the plans for a permanent ramp.  Chief Delea stated the fire department will pay for the necessary repair.  The clerk informed the committee that other towns needing speed limit posted on township roads hire their engineers.  The committee discussed completing one road a year as it is costly.  Blue Ridge Rescue Squad previously submitted a request for money to aid in the upgrading of radio equipment.  The clerk stated that Frankford and Montague are contributing $15,000 toward the equipment.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve $7,500 seconded by Mayor MacDonald.  The clerk forwarded Blue Ridge Rescue Squad’s request for “townspeople” to all employees.  At the present time, no township employees are interested.  The committee reviewed the addition to the personnel policy for compensatory time. (Added No. 8 of the personnel manual on page 8)  Committeeman Harper made a motion to adopt the additional amendment in the personnel manual seconded by Mayor MacDonald.
Matters of Action & Information   The committee reviewed the request for use of the building by Wendy Wesighan for teaching children about the responsibilities of money sponsored by the Bank of New York.  No insurance information was provided.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to approve the use of the building on Saturdays for eight weeks beginning March 18th if insurance is provided.  Committeeman Harper seconded the motion and unanimously carried. 
Ordinance 02-06  An ordinance for Stormwater Management was introduced by Mayor MacDonald.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to approve the first reading of the ordinance seconded by Committeeman Harper.  The ordinance will be advertised for public hearing at the next meeting of the Township Committee on April 4, 2006.
Correspondence  The committee reviewed the correspondence.
Open Meeting to the Floor  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to open the meeting to the public seconded by Committeeman Leppert.  Mr. Hixon Spangenberg questioned the committee regarding the minimum lot size of 1 ½ acre zone and increasing the minimum to three or five acres.  Committeeman Harper explained that lot sizes are reviewed by the Planning Board.  Committeeman Harper stated that the rural character is a concern, however development can’t be stopped.  The previous Planning Board was concerned regarding this problem as well.  The previous committee went to great lengths to develop zones that accurately reflect the topography of the township including slopes and poor drainage areas.  Committeeman Harper continued this plan was developed prior to the Category One waters.  Since the development of Category One, a 300 foot buffer protects the Big and Little Flatbrook and its tributaries.  The county prepared a study projecting if Sandyston were totally built out, the population would be around 2700 residents.  Currently there are about 1900 residents.  Committeeman Harper continued the Council on Affordable Housing has their own indicator that states over a ten year period 120 homes will be built.  The Planning Board discussed this matter numerous times.  Increasing acreage leads to larger homes.  A five acre zone would price low and middle income residents out of the area. A five acre zone would cut down the density and promote larger homes.  Currently Sandyston has some Farmland Preservation applications awaiting approval with the county.  Committeeman Harper stated he would take Mr. Spangenberg’s concerns to the Land Use Board.  Mayor MacDonald stated that if a builder were to develop land, they would have to comply with the COAH requirements.  Mayor MacDonald commended the Harper Farm being placed in Farmland Preservation.  Mr. Spangenberg stressed the importance of keeping school costs down or the middleclass will move out.  Mr. Spangenberg further questioned subdivisions and stated he didn’t agree with the lot size.  Committeeman Harper questioned what subdivision he was referring to.  Mr. Spangenberg replied the Camelot Farms subdivision.  The committee stated that those lots are at least three acre lots. 
Mr. Robert Pastor, Assessor, stated the revaluation is progressing.  Mr. Pastor requested permission to purchase Marshall and Swift software.  The committee stated the assessor may purchase the necessary software as long as the funds are available in his budget.

Mr. Spangenberg questioned the status of the old municipal building, which he believes it to be a historical building, and the proposed parking lot and sidewalks.  Mr. Spangenberg would like to see the building remain as a ratable.  Mayor MacDonald stated that the parking lot ties into the sidewalk grant.  The parking lot would provide parking and allow for expanded mixed uses in the village zone.  Committeeman Harper explained a raised crosswalk installed in the road and a 25 mph zone speed limit change would be safer for residents and allow businesses additional parking.  The crosswalks would help slow the 6800 plus cars traveling through the town crossing into Pennsylvania.  The parking lot would accommodate 8 or 10 vehicles.  The committee would like to see someone move the old municipal building.  The sidewalks would create a friendlier shopping area, allow a safe secure way to walk to school, and promote businesses within the mixed use zone.  Ms. Jackie Waldron agrees with the streetscape sidewalk program but not the blank area that would be left by placing a parking lot where the building is located.   Mrs. Waldron stated a parking lot may be more suitable located where the older fire department is located.  Committeeman Harper stated that area would only allow four parking spots or so.  A larger parking area could assist with the overflow of parking at the Layton Hotel as currently on busy nights, parking expands to the Layton Post Office.
Committeeman Leppert informed the committee that the Skylands Cycling Club is waiving fees for township participants and donating the proceeds to the Recreation Committee for the June 18th event.  Skylands will also advertise the event.  Field clean up will be April 1st and 2nd.  Road cleanup is scheduled for May 6th.  Sandyston Day will be held on June 17th.  This information will be placed on the website.

There being no further comments from the public, Mayor MacDonald made a motion to close the public portion of the meeting seconded by Committeeman Leppert.

Adjourn    Mayor MacDonald made a motion to adjourn the meeting seconded by Committeeman Harper.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:22 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Betsy M. Cuneo

Municipal Clerk         

