Sandyston Township 

Minutes
March 9, 2010
This meeting was opened and called to order at 9:00 am by Mayor Harper who stated this meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, having been duly advertised.

Roll Call

The clerk was asked to call the roll. Present were: Committeeman Fred MacDonald, Deputy Mayor Leppert and Mayor George Harper. 

Also in attendance:  Alan Delea, Elizabeth Pinzone, Joseph Pinzone, Steven Wittek, Thomas Hoffman, Raj Sinha, Patte Haggerty Frato
The Mayor invited all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Minutes:  The Committee reviewed the regular minutes of  the February 9, 2010 meeting.  Deputy Mayor Leppert made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.  
Tax Collector Report:  The Tax Collector’s report for the Month of February 2010 was presented with total receipts Month-to-Date of $955,014.11 and Year-to-Date of $1,141,587.26. Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the Tax Collector’s Report, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried. 

Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer’s Report for the Month of February 2010 was presented with a beginning balance of $339,672.13, total receipts of $960,241.74, total disbursements of $700,036.32 with an ending balance of $599,877.55.  Mayor Harper noted the General Capital Account with a balance of $1,009,068.04, Sinking Fund $542,278.23 of which is scheduled to pay off our building in ten years at the bond anniversary rather than 15 years, Animal Control Escrow $25,143.17, Public Assist Escrow $3,516.57, Unemployment Escrow $22,952.67, and COAH Trust $26,529.95.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

Payment of Vouchers:  The Bill List for the month of February 2010 was submitted for approval in the amount of $402,301.15.  Committeeman MacDonald made a motion to approve the payment of bills, seconded by Mayor Harper and unanimously carried.  Mayor Harper asked about the payment for Mr. James L. Black for the property.  The Clerk stated this was the final payment to Mr. James L. Black.
Departmental Reports: 

Mr. Delea requested a meeting with Mayor Harper to go over options for fixing the floor problem at the DPW garage per PEOSH’s inspection.  Mayor Harper asked Mr. Delea to put together some ideas for the floor.  Mr. Delea stated the floor needed to be ground down to remove any uneven areas and resealed.  Mr. Delea stated he would get prices from contractors for the Committee to review.  Mayor Harper said he would be available to meet with any contractor.  Mayor Harper asked about the cracked drains.  Mr. Delea stated the drains have been repaired.  Mayor Harper asked about the accident on February 26, 2010, in Kittatinny Lake.  A Sandyston Township plow truck, driven by Joseph VanKirk, struck an illegally parked car’s bumper with the plow on East Shore Trail. Mayor Harper asked if there had been any repercussions from that incident.  Mr. Delea stated was no injuries and a incident report was filed with the State Police.
Mayor Harper made a motion to approve Roy McClain’s request of 24 hours of Compensatory Time, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously approved.

Mr. Delea stated that during the last snow storm, Kittatinny Lake instituted a “Snow Emergency” where the traffic was redirected on Kittatinny Lake.
Mayor Harper asked if Mr. Delea has been working on putting together specifications for the Backhoe purchase.  Mr. Delea referred the Committee to a proposal which was in their packets outlining the type of machine he is looking to purchase.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the preparation of specification with our attorney and to go out to bid for the purchase of a backhoe, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

The Committee reviewed a comment from our auditor, Mr. Bud Jones, regarding purchasing from the Morris County Co-Op and Sussex County Co-Op for purchases like oil and stone, salt, etc.  The Clerk explained that in the past when we have used the co-ops the Committee has not voted on the purchases.  Mr. Jones has requested these purchases be voted on by the Committee and reflected in the minutes.  Deputy Mayor Leppert made a motion to approve the Sussex County Co-Op for salt purchases, seconded by Mayor Harper and unanimously carried.
Mayor Harper stated he received some phone calls regarding a Sandyston Township plow truck plowing the driveway across from the Layton Post Office.  Mayor Harper asked Mr. Delea if he was aware of this incident.  The Clerk informed the Committee that we received a phone call from Mrs. Brakefield who resides at that residence.  Mrs. Brakefield has a severely handicapped child and the nurse was due to arrive at her residence.  Mrs. Brakefield requested help to plow a spot for the nurse to park as her husband was working.  Mayor Harper stated that was in fact an emergency situation, however, requested the Committee kept in the loop.  The Clerk apologized for not informing the Committee of the decision and stated she would advise the Committee in the future.
Deputy Mayor Leppert commended the Road Department for the time and effort with the last snowstorm.  
Old Business: 

Layton Post Office:  This project will continue to be worked on with the Master Gardeners.  Mayor Harper commented this project should resume in April.  
The handicapped parking spots will also be updated when the weather improves.
C.O.A.H. Update:  
Mayor Harper stated the Township has received word that the State has rejected Block 801 Lot 11.01.  Resolution R-17-2010 has been prepared to cancel Ordinance 2009-11.   Mayor Harper stated we are waiting for a letter from Willowglen regarding the denial of this property.
Mayor Harper made a motion to table the discussion of the Brackney and Struller property, as well as the Accessory Apartment Program, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.
Green Acres Submission/Sale of Township-owned Property:    There has been no word since the November 2009 Meeting regarding the proposal submitted by Louis Cherepy for the possible land swap with the State.
Flatbrook Road:  There has been no word from the State regarding Flatbrook Road.
Tax Title Lien Foreclosure:   We have received word from our attorney, Christopher Quinn, the Tax Title Lien Foreclosures have been approved and is progressing.
New Business:
Mr. Steven Wittek, 57 Flatbrook Road, came forward and distributed copies of an updated survey for his property on Flatbrook Road.   Mr. Wittek has moved the driveway that extended onto property owned by Sandyston Township.  Mr. Wittek requested a Utility Easement for one telephone pole that is stationed on the property owned by Sandyston Township. Mayor Harper made a motion to have the Township Attorney prepare a Utility Easement as depicted on the survey, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously approved.  Mr. Wittek thanked the Township Committee for their time.  Mayor Harper thanked Mr. Wittek for his patience on the matter.
Statewide Insurance Evaluation of Personnel Policy/Suggestions:  The Committee reviewed the recommendations received from Statewide Insurance regarding the Township’s personnel policy.  Mayor Harper (Personnel Director) requested Deputy Mayor Leppert and Committeeman MacDonald review the recommendations for a discussion at the April 2010 meeting.

Planning Board – 2009 Annual Report:  The Committee reviewed the 2009 Annual Report of the Planning Board submitted by Mrs. Sharon Yarosz.  Deputy Mayor Leppert stated it has been a light year, but that also gave the Planning Board an opportunity to work on projects.  Mayor Harper stated the Planning Board talked about doing a Wind Ordinance, but determined they would spend a lot of time and money and it would still put applicants in a variance situation.   Mayor Harper stated if someone wants to have a windmill, they will have to apply for a variance for the height restrictions.

Resolutions:
SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP RESOLUTION

R-17-2010

TO CANCEL ORDINANCE 2009-11 WHICH AUTHORIZED THE PURCHASE OF BLOCK 801 LOT 11.01

WHEREAS, Ordinance 2009-11 was introduced and passed on December 3, 2009, authorizing the sum of $70,000 be hereby appropriated for the purchase of Block 801 Lot 11.01 for Sandyston Township’s affordable housing obligation; and

WHEREAS, Ordinance 2009-11 had the benefit of second reading and public hearing where all interested persons present were given the opportunity to be heard and was adopted on January 4, 2010; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston hereby cancels Ordinance 2009-11 and authorizes the $70,000 be returned to the Capital Improvement Fund.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey that Ordinance 2009-11 be hereby canceled and authorizes the $70,000 be returned to the Capital Improvement Fund.

Mayor Harper made a motion to table R-17-2010, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously approved.   
Sandyston Township 
R-21-2010
RESOLUTION OF THE SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE ENDORSING THE SUBMISSION OF THE 2010 RECYCLING TONNAGE GRANT APPLICATION

WHEREAS, the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act, P.L. 1987, c. 102, has established a recycling fund from which tonnage grants may be made to municipalities for the calendar year 2009; and 

WHEREAS, it is the intent and the spirit of the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act to use the tonnage grants to develop new municipal recycling programs and to continue and expand existing programs; and

WHEREAS, The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection is promulgating recycling regulations to implement the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act; and

WHEREAS, the recycling regulations impose on municipalities certain requirements as a condition for applying for tonnage grants, including but not limited to, making and keeping accurate, verifiable records of materials collected and claimed by the municipality; and

WHEREAS, a resolution authorizing this municipality to apply for such tonnage grants will memorialize the commitment of this municipality to recycling and indicate the assent of the Sandyston Township Committee to the efforts undertaken by the municipality and the requirements contained in the Recycling Act and recycling regulations; and

WHEREAS, such a resolution should designate the individual authorized to ensure the application is properly completed and timely filled.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Sandyston Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston that the Township of Sandyston hereby endorses the submission of the recycling tonnage grant application to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and that the application is properly filled; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the monies received from the recycling tonnage grant be deposited in a dedicated recycling trust fund to be used solely for the purpose of recycling.

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-21-2010, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously approved.   
SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP

R-22-2010

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING SENATE BILL S-1


WHEREAS, the current regulatory model for providing a reasonable opportunity for affordable housing in this state is irreversibly broken; and


WHEREAS, within the Township of Sandyston, compliance with the existing models providing affordable housing means the Township much choose between the conflicting demands of providing for the preservation of the last remaining open space within the Township or complying with the Court Order for Affordable Housing; and


WHEREAS, the Senate has introduced Legislation S-1, which seeks to dramatically reform the way in which Affordable Housing is provided for in the State of New Jersey including, but not limited to, the abolishment of the Council on Affordable Housing; and


WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston hereby supports and endorses the proposals set forth in Senate Bill S-1.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston that they call upon the Senate and Assembly to quickly pass legislation consistent with Senate Bill S-1 and ask Governor Christie to sign such legislation into law immediately after his receipt of such legislation from the Legislature.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Governor Christopher Christie, Senator Steve Oroho, Assemblywoman Alison McHose, Assemblyman Gary Chuisano, the NJ State League of Municipalities and Sussex County municipalities.

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-22-2010, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously approved.   
SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP
R-23-2010

RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION OF SENATE BILL S-458


WHEREAS, Senate Bill S-458, if signed into law, would remove the municipality’s responsibility for assessing real property within the corporate bounds; and


WHEREAS, Senate Bill S-458, if signed into law, would remove the municipality’s responsibility for collecting property taxes within the corporate bounds; and


WHEREAS, some municipalities within the county will inherit additional costs shifted to them from other municipalities within the same county particularly when costs pertain to the defense of tax appeals; and


WHEREAS, if signed into law, the bill will deprive the municipalities of efficient and diligent control of property taxes and expenditures, which, as has been proven time and again, is best left to municipal government officials; and


WHEREAS, a municipality is a corporate body organized to provide local government services designed to most effectively and efficiently serve the residents of that jurisdiction; and


WHEREAS, there exists no empirical data or factual studies showing a transfer of the assessing and collection functions to a county authority will in any way reduce the taxes for the municipality or the county; and


WHEREAS, a basic tenet of American political philosophy is that local governments have the inherent right to exercise authority to provide local services to its constituents and adopt ordinances and regulations for the good of the general public; and


WHEREAS, in New Jersey, municipalities are dubbed creatures of the State with the State exercising it supremacy in granting both implied and express powers to local governments while at the same time reserving unto itself the indispensable right to legislate mandates to be implemented by counties and municipalities; and


WHEREAS, local taxpayers will be at a loss of service they are accustomed to that they would typically received from the tax assessment and tax collection offices; and


WHEREAS, other municipal departments and the business community will be at a loss of services they are accustomed to receiving from the assessor’s and collector’s offices.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston that:


1.  They hereby adopt the facts and determinations as set forth in the preamble of this resolution as if the same were more fully set forth herein at lengths.


2.  They hereby memorialize their vigorous opposition to the pending legislation known as S-458 and the inherent additional costs and dilution of services associated with it.


3.  The Municipal Clerk shall forward a copy of this resolution to Governor Christopher Christie; Senate President Stephen M. Sweeney, Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver, Senator Stephen Oroho, Assemblywoman Alison McHose, Assemblyman Gary Chuisano, The Tax Collectors and Treasurers Association of New Jersey (TCTANJ), the New Jersey Association of County Tax Boards (NJACTB), the Association of Municipal Assessors of New Jersey (AMANJ), the NJ State League of Municipalities and Sussex County Municipalities.

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-23-2010, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously approved.   
SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP 

R-24-2010

RESOLUTION OPPOSING LEGISLATION AMENDING

THE TIME OF DECISION RULE


WHEREAS, S-82 and A-437 are intended to modify the “time of decision rule”, which currently allows municipalities to change the zoning regulations during the pendency of an application for development; and


WHEREAS, the bills would deem as complete the ordinances in effect at the time of an application and shall govern the review of that application and any decision made following upon that review; and


WHEREAS, the “time of decision rule” is a judicially recognized principal that decisions are to be made on the basis of laws, ordinances and regulations in effect at the time the decision is rendered not upon application; and


WHEREAS, courts have applied the “time of decision rule” to correct errors in zoning ordinances, thus giving local legislators the opportunity to correct legislative policy that had been found to be imperfectly expressed; and


WHEREAS, the “time of decision rule” has permitted a municipality to give additional legislative consideration to serious and substantial land use planning concerns that, for whatever reason, had not been previously addressed in the ordinance; and


WHEREAS, application and zoning changes require public discussion and hearings, and S-82/A-437 would permit developers to “beat the clock” by filing applications and freezing the ability of local officials to act.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston in the County of Sussex in the State of New Jersey hereby urges our State Legislators to oppose S-82 and A-437 and any legislation which would eliminate the “time of decision rule” at the local level; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Governor Christopher Christie, Senator Steve Oroho, Assemblywoman Alison McHose, Assemblyman Gary Chuisano, the members of the Senate Community and Urban Affairs Committee, the Assembly Housing and Local Government Committee, the NJ State League of Municipalities and Sussex County municipalities.

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-24-2010, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously approved.   
SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP RESOLUTION

R-25-2010

A RESOLUTION TO REDEEM TAX SALE CERTIFICATE 2009-10

WHEREAS, Jessica M. Caruso, Tax Collector, has received $8,218.61 for the redemption of Tax Sale Certificate 2009-10 on Block 1105 Lot 22.02 and is requesting that $8,218.61 be refunded to the lien holder, US Bank-Cust/Sass Muni V dtr, Tax Lien Services Group, 2 Liberty Place, 50 South 16th Street, Suite 1950, Philadelphia, PA 19102.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey to authorize the Tax Collector to refund $8,218.61 for the redemption of Tax Sale Certificate 2009-10 on Block 1105 Lot 22.02 to the lien holder US Bank-Cust/Sass Muni V dtr, Tax Lien Services Group, 2 Liberty Place, 50 South 16th Street, Suite 1950, Philadelphia, PA 19102.

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-25-2010, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously approved.   
SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP RESOLUTION

R-26-2010

BUDGET TRANSFERS

WHEREAS, it appears certain amounts for specific purposes in the 2009 Municipal Budget have been expended in excess of the respective sums appropriated therefore; and 

WHEREAS, there being bills to pay; and 

WHEREAS, there appears to be sufficient funds in other accounts to meet the demands thereon for the balance of the year.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-58 a portion of the surplus in the accounts hereafter mentioned are hereby transferred to the accounts deemed insufficient to meet current demands:

FROM: LEGAL SERVICES

O/E

01-203-20-155-020

$5,596.51

TO: MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE
O/E

01-203-41-730-199

$5,596.51

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-26-2010, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously approved.   
Correspondence:  The Committee reviewed the correspondence.  Mayor Harper stated he would not be available for Meals on Wheels on March 24, 2010.  Deputy Mayor Leppert stated he would not be available on April 5, 2010 for the Visioning joint meeting with the Township Committee and the Planning Board.
Open Meeting to Floor:  Mayor Harper made a motion to open the meeting to the floor, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.  
· Mr. Joseph Pinzone, President of Kittatinny Lake Club Association, came forward to thank the Sandyston Township Road Department for the super job they did with the last snow storm plowing and salting the roads.  Mr. Pinzone stated they instituted a one-way Snow Emergency Plan and the roads were kept open and passable and he commended the Sandyston Township Road Department for their hard work.  Mayor Harper asked Mr. Pinzone if he had heard anything with regard to the Motor Vehicle Incident.  Mr. Pinzone stated that the State Police Officer informed Mr. VanKirk that the Township of Sandyston was not at fault as the vehicle was parked illegally in the road.  Deputy Mayor Leppert asked if the driver had come forward.  Mayor Harper stated the owner has not come forward and wondered if Kittatinny Lake Association had heard anything.  Mr. Pinzone stated he had not heard anything from the resident.  
· Mr. Thomas Hoffman, 101 Flatbrook Road, came forward and stated he took the Mayor’s advice to contact the Legislative Office and received a very good reception from the woman at the front desk who instructed him to make an appointment with Jeff who is the Chief of Staff for all three Legislators.  About five minutes after Mr. Hoffman returned home he received a phone call from Helen who works in the office who stated there was a mistake that he couldn’t meet with Jeff, he had to meet with someone else.  Mr. Hoffman stated he does not know the background but felt unwelcome to go back there and wants an explanation.  Mr. Hoffman reiterated he talked to the receptionist and she asked what a good time was for him to meet with Jeff and he stated he was available anytime and would work around Jeff’s schedule and that is the where they left it.  Mr. Hoffman stated when he got home the door that had been open had been closed shut and doesn’t feel that will work.  Mr. Hoffman stated the Flatbrook Road had a tough winter as so many roads did.   Mr. Hoffman stated that we are seeing layers that haven’t been seen since Hiram Snook hauled logs over that road down to the Delaware.  Mr. Hoffman suggested some kind of signage be placed on that road from Hotalen Road to Skellinger Road to let people know there is a problem and felt it was like we were embarrassed.  Mr. Hoffman stated he is embarrassed and is very reluctant to invite people over to the house, but that doesn’t mean this should take precedence over full disclosure and there isn’t any.  The only sign on that whole stretch says “Barricade Ahead”.  Mr. Hoffman added there is a lot more ahead than just barricades.  There are collapsing culverts, increasingly deep potholes, and shoulders that are falling away from the middle of the road.  Mr. Hoffman asked the Township Committee to do what can be done to get signage.  Mr. Hoffman stated Trout Season is almost upon us and why put people at unnecessary risk.  Mr. Hoffman stated he does not know where jurisdiction begins and ends, but he felt Stokes would be amenable to taking part in this effort.    Mr. Hoffman asked that in the future when it is decided to have meetings, whatever they are called; for example, brainstorming or consensus seeking, that these meetings be open to residents that live on Flatbrook Road.  Mr. Hoffman stated not a single person from Flatbrook Road was here during the last meeting and he would like to see this continue as a bottom up effort.  Mr. Hoffman stated it was when it first started, but then there were meetings with people who do not know Flatbrook from “shinola”.  Mr. Hoffman reiterated he would like the residents of Flatbrook Road be invited to future meetings, as he considers the Flatbrook Road residents to be the primary stakeholders who have to deal with this everyday, whether traveling to work, school or shopping.  Mr. Hoffman continued the residents of Flatbrook Road are running this minefield of broken pavement.  Mr. Hoffman stated as far as he knows there was not a single person at the previous meeting who did not either have a title or a uniform, which is fine, but include some of the residents of Flatbrook Road that are in the trenches.  Mr. Hoffman again asked the Committee to give signage some consideration.  Mr. Hoffman also suggested that a Bottle Bill be considered, also referred to a Beverage Container Law.   Mr. Hoffman explained the Beverage Container Law exists in ten states, most of them in the Northeast, ranging from a nickel to a dime deposit.   Mr. Hoffman continued that not a single state that ever put through the Bottle Bill ever rescinded it, and New Jersey almost had one about 20 years ago.  Mr. Hoffman asked the Committee to do a little homework on this and perhaps they will have better luck talking to the folks in Senator Oroho’s office.  Mr. Hoffman explained it would start as a feasibility study in the Office of Legislative Management and they do this kind of thing every day for a living.  After the study, the Office of Legislative Management would determine if it would or would not work in New Jersey.  At least we are talking about it and we are finding out if someone is against and why are they against it.  Mr. Hoffman continued he went through Lafayette and they have something called Clean Communities and it sounded like it was funded through the State.  Mayor Harper answered that Sandyston Township has that program as well and it is funded by the State.  Mr. Hoffman asked if it was a grant. Mayor Harper stated they are grants that are given to pick up litter along the roads.  Mr. Hoffman stated he was given a copy of the minutes for today’s meeting and he didn’t have time to read it and share it with others.  Mr. Hoffman asked the Committee to review the practice of handing the minutes out a month after the meeting so people who are interested in an issue can review the minutes early on and come to these meetings prepared based on what happened at the last meeting. “Where we accurately quoted?”  “Where we edited?”  “Was everything perfect?”  Mr. Hoffman stated he still couldn’t share this with anybody else with any confidence.  They might want to see it and talk about it at the meeting.  Mr. Hoffman asked if the Township Committee could change their procedure so that the minutes go out in ten business days, clearly marked “draft copy/subject to change”.  Mayor Harper asked if there was any requirement to make that change.  Mayor Harper explained things don’t move that fast in Sandyston Township.  The Township Committee is not in the business of trying to speed things up and create any additional work, whatever it might be.  The Township Committee is in the business of operating this town as efficiently and as reasonably as we can financially.  Mayor Harper stated we have a part-time clerk.  There are days when the clerk must stay past 2 pm to get the work done. Mayor Harper stated as frugal elected officials they are not expanding that position.  Mayor Harper continued that the Clerk puts in those hours out of the goodness of her heart and puts an awful lot of time into making this thing work and she is not getting paid for it.  Mayor Harper also stated the Clerk lives in Sandyston Township and has a vested interest.  Mayor Harper informed Mr. Hoffman that he and the Clerk had discussed this matter previously and he instructed the Clerk to be abreast of the law and what our requirement was under the law and to make sure that we maintain a standard here that is up to the law requirements.  Mayor Harper stated that he could not speak for the other Committeemen, but outside of that he would not support any additional demands for something that the Committee would be happy to go back and correct later.  Mayor Harper stated there isn’t anything in this town that moves that fast.   Mayor Harper explained the Committee only meets once a month and felt that outside of this issue the Committee would have done this meeting in about 25 minutes.  Mayor Harper stated it isn’t to say that the Committee doesn’t have time, the Committee has time for any issue that is here, but things don’t move that quick.  There are a lot of items on the agenda for two, three, four months at a time.  That is why we have it here, so we can sleep on it and make sure it is right to do and make sure we have our direction.  Mayor Harper continued in the 22 years that he has been a Committeeman he hasn’t seen many issues that needed to be decided with any rapid response that wasn’t health, welfare and safety.  Mr. Hoffman responded this is a health and safety issue and people are being put at risk everyday.  Mayor Harper stated that Mr. Hoffman was asking for minutes in 10 days and that is not a health and safety issue.   Mr. Hoffman stated he was using it in the broad sense.  Mr. Hoffman stated he is asking the Clerk to do exactly what she is doing now but make these minutes available to folks who have an interest so they can read them before the meeting and perhaps come to the meeting or at least write in and say “you didn’t get this right” or “you got it right but you didn’t use enough emphasis”.  Mr. Hoffman asked what the OPRA requirements are for draft minutes.  The Clerk answered that if Mr. Hoffman was to submit an OPRA request for draft minutes, they are not releasable to the public per the Government Records Council.  The Clerk continued that prior to the meeting, the Clerk has the opportunity to change the minutes up until they are approved by the Township Committee.  The Clerk stated that once the minutes are approved by the Township Committee they are an Open Public Record and the public may request a copy of these records and will have an opportunity during open session to come forward with a request to change the minutes.  The Township Committee will hear those requests and either approve or deny this request and the minutes will be noted of the change.  Mr. Hoffman stated he asked the Clerk for a copy of the minutes a few days after the last Township Committee meeting and was informed the Clerk would check on that request.  Mr. Hoffman stated the Clerk informed him that she checked with Council.  The Clerk responded she called the Government Records Council.  Mr. Hoffman agreed and asked if it was the Government Records Council’s response that draft minutes are not releasable or the Clerk does not have an obligation to release them.  The Clerk answered that draft minutes are not releasable to the public.  Mr. Hoffman asked if that was one of their options. The Clerk stated that is not one of their options.  Mr. Hoffman asked if the Government Records Council obtained a ruling from the Superior Court of New Jersey that you don’t have to release those draft minutes.  The Clerk stated draft minutes are not releasable to the public.  Mr. Hoffman asked if the Clerk interpreted that to mean that the Clerk does not have an obligation to release them.  The Clerk answered draft minutes are not releasable to the public.  The minutes are released to the public upon approval of the Township Committee.  Mayor Harper explained that the Township Committee could have changed the minutes today prior to approval.  Mr. Hoffman stated that wouldn’t be a barrier to releasing them.  Mayor Harper stated they are not approved minutes until the Township Committee approves them.  Mayor Harper explained the Township Committee only meets once a month.  The Township Committee reviews the minutes, comments on them, changes them at the meeting, if needed, and the minutes become official when the Township Committee votes to approve the minutes.  They are now the official minutes that you may comment on at that time.  Mayor Harper stated he could not see anyway to change that procedurally without being asked to meet in shorter intervals.  Mr. Hoffman stated he did not disagree with most of what Mayor Harper said, however, he did not hear that there was a ruling that Sandyston Township cannot release the minutes.  Committeeman MacDonald stated these are not minutes of last month’s meeting until this meeting when there was a motion to approve February’s minutes.  Once approved, they are the official minutes of last month’s meeting.  The draft minutes are not going to be released until they are approved by the Township Committee.  This is the procedure and they are not official minutes until the Township Committee approves them.  Mr. Hoffman stated that the Township Committee is forgetting the essential need that some folks would have to review the draft minutes before they try to comment on them.  Committeeman MacDonald stated that if Mr. Hoffman would like to comment on the minutes of last months meeting he could do that now or at our next meeting. Mr. Hoffman stated that this is inadequate because the Township Committee is asking the public to take a four or five week delay or asking the public to come to this meeting and digest this in 10 seconds and respond.  Committeeman MacDonald stated Mr. Hoffman may respond at the next month’s meeting.  Mr. Hoffman stated there is a built in five week delay which is unnecessary.  Deputy Mayor Leppert explained that he felt Mr. Hoffman was asking the Township Committee to release draft minutes prior to Township Committee approval. Deputy Mayor Leppert stated that he would be opposed the amending the current procedure.  Mr. Hoffman stated he understood that and that Deputy Mayor Leppert was entitled to his opinion.  Mr. Hoffman stated he is trying to find out where that is in OPRA and didn’t feel heard it yet.  Mr. Hoffman asked Mayor Harper if we could move on and Mayor Harper agreed.  Mr. Hoffman stated he would like the Township Committee to request the legislators in Sparta ask the Office Legislative Management to provide a feasibility study on the adoption of a Beverage Container Law for the State of New Jersey.  Mayor Harper stated it that he personally did not support Sandyston Township being the spearhead for that particular initiative.  He has not done enough research on this topic to comment confidentially.  He has not done the research on where the money goes in other states and how it is working.  Mayor Harper stated his best effort is spent on the specific initiatives within Sandyston Township and he could not see, in these economic times, devoting energy to that cause.  Mayor Harper said the he would personally not support expending any Sandyston Township manpower, funds or energy on this cause.  Mayor Harper said we have to work on specific initiatives that we can quantify.  Mayor Harper stated that he is willing to write letters to everyone involved with Flatbrook Road ratcheting up support and saying it has reached a dangerous situation and we have a responsibility for signage.  Mayor Harper stated he would do that as Mayor and as a follow up to our previous meeting and to some of the innuendo promises that they were truly concerned about Flatbrook Road.  Mayor Harper stated that was a good idea that came out of this meeting and appreciated Mr. Hoffman’s comments.  Mr. Hoffman stated that per the last meeting, Mayor Harper encouraged him to follow up with Senator Oroho as we need political pressure.  Mr. Hoffman stated he did not go there to ask them what time it was, he went there with a specific proposal.  Mr. Hoffman stated he followed Mayor Harper’s advice.  Mayor Harper stated his advice to put pressure, his advice was not to push a Bottle Bill.  Mr. Hoffman stated he did not go in there pushing a Bottle Bill, as he never got through the door.  Mayor Harper advised Mr. Hoffman to get other people involved that live on Flatbrook Road so it is not a singular initiative by Mr. Hoffman.  The more people that call our Legislators will help the Legislators understand this issue is not going to go away and it is not just Mr. Hoffman’s issue.  Mr. Hoffman asked when to expect the correspondence on the signage to begin and whom that letter would that be addressed.  Mayor Harper stated that letter would be done prior to the next meeting and we will address everyone who was at the meeting and our elected officials.  Mr. Hoffman stated the Mayor may want to tailor Ms. Cradic’s letter to the fact that she has told Mr. Hoffman that she is going to engage a cost analysis. Mr. Hoffman thanked the Township Committee for their time.  Mayor Harper thanked Mr. Hoffman for his effort on Flatbrook Road.
· Tammy Beckenthal, Frelinghuysen Resident, looking to purchase a home on Hague Road along the river.  Ms. Beckenthal stated that this is a town road and she wondered how the Township handled the maintenance and the plowing of the road to better understand the responsibility as a homeowner if she purchased the property.  Mayor Harper answered it is oil and stone on Mettler Road, and then a dirt road from Van Auken Road to Hague Road.  Mayor Harper noted that Committeeman MacDonald lives on Van Auken Road and could offer more insight.  Committeeman MacDonald stated the road is plowed by Sandyston Township to the property line, just past the driveway.    Ms. Beckenthal asked about the maintenance of the road.  Committeeman MacDonald stated it is a dirt road and you will have some potholes and wash out.  Committeeman MacDonald stated he has never known this road not to be passable.  Committeeman MacDonald discussed where the floodwaters had risen to during the last three bad floods in this area.  Ms. Beckenthal stated she understood that and understood what comes with living on a dirt road and asked if there was any sort of a regular maintenance schedule or if she allowed to do any grading or look for problems and do some remediation.  Committeeman MacDonald stated it has always been passable and the Township has not had any complaints on this road.  Mayor Harper stated Mr. Dinsmore that lives in this area would have the best perspective on living on this road.  Mayor Harper stated it is not the number one priority in snowplowing, but it is not ignored.  Ms. Beckenthal asked if it was correct that if she has any questions she would need to talk to the road department to see what could be done otherwise then she could go ahead and work on it.  Committeeman MacDonald stated the worst time for that road is when the road thaws from the winter months.  Ms. Beckenthal stated she spoke with Mrs. Judy Kaplan and Mrs. Kaplan indicated that this road is in pretty good shape.  Ms. Beckenthal stated that from Mr. Dinsmore’s home to the home she is looking to purchase is a different story.  Nobody else uses the road for everyday travel and it is really quite muddy and she wanted to have an idea of the regularly scheduled maintenance.  Mayor Harper added the issues he felt Ms. Beckenthal needed to worry about more, other than the fact that you are living on a dirt road, is the fact the property is very susceptible to major flooding.  Ms. Beckenthal stated she understands that through her research and actually during the last flood the homeowners were stranded.  Mayor Harper stated the issue is that this home is one of the few homes in Sandyston Township that FEMA is involved with and is very susceptible to flooding.  Ms. Beckenthal asked if there was a source of information regarding the flooding issue for this area.  Mayor Harper stated there is a report put out by FEMA which outlines the history of the flooding for that area.  Ms. Beckenthal asked where to find that information.  The Clerk stated it was the binder that she had shown Ms. Beckenthal the day previous and she would be welcome to review it again.  Ms. Beckenthal asked if there was a DEP liaison for the Township of Sandyston because she has questions about what she can or can’t do being close to the river.  Ms. Beckenthal wanted to know if there was someone on the Township Committee that was familiar with it.  Mayor Harper stated John deJager, Construction Official, would be the point of reference to do anything structurally that would require a permit.  Ms. Beckenthal stated she would like to see if it is possible to put a temporary dock.  Mayor Harper stated those are State regulated issues and Ms. Beckenthal would need to contact them directly.  The Clerk stated the Mrs. Elizabeth Pinzone, Construction Secretary, would have the number for a DEP contact.
· Mrs. Patte Haggerty Frato, President of the Sandyston Township Historical Society, came forward to ask the Township Committee about the room upstairs in the Municipal Building.  Mrs. Frato stated the Township Committee previously gave the Historical Society permission to use the room upstairs for a library.  Mrs. Frato asked if it would be okay to look into indoor/outdoor carpeting, painting, and heating for what that room might need to move forward to make the library.   Deputy Mayor Leppert stated he felt that would be fine.  Mayor Harper stated to compile a list of what the room might need and bring back to the next meeting.  Mayor Harper commented on the framed American Flag in the back of the meeting hall room.  Mrs. Frato stated the framed American Flag in the back of the meeting hall was donated by Nan and Tom Horsfield.  The flag was given to Mrs. Nan Horsfield in honor of Mr. Jason Spangenberg’s, Mayor of Sandyston Township from 1964-1986, service in the Air Force.  Mr. and Mrs. Horsfield had the flag framed and donated the flag to the Sandyston Township Historical Society.  This framed American Flag will be hung on the wall in the meeting hall behind the meeting table.   Mrs. Frato stated Mr. and Mrs. Horsfield also donated a framed photo of Mr. Spangenberg, as well as his military medals.  Mrs. Frato stated that Mr. deJager and Mr. Frato would be installing the flag before the next meeting.  The Committee and Mrs. Frato agreed this flag will be a great addition to the meeting hall room.  The Clerk stated the historical society will be purchasing a plaque commemorating the donation for the next meeting.  The Committee thanked Mrs. Frato for her time.
Mayor Harper asked Mr. Sinha about the landscaping for the Layton Post Office.  Mr. Sinha stated he planned to have a plan by the next meeting.  Mr. Sinha, 100 Route 645, stated he met with Congressman Garrett last week and he was very much aware of Sandyston Township’s situation with the National Park System.  Mr. Sinha stated he was contacted regarding the closing of the Ranger Station in Walpack.  Congressman Garrett stated he is aware of the situation and that he needs to work with Pennsylvania.  Mr. Sinha asked if the Township Committee would like to follow up with Congressman Garrett.  Mayor Harper asked Mr. Sinha if he would help craft a letter to Congressman Garrett to follow up and get on the record in support of the things that Mr. Sinha discussed.  The Committee thanked Mr. Sinha for his time.

Mayor Harper asked Mr. Sinha to contact him when he has the plan ready for the landscaping for the Layton Post Office.   

Mr. Hoffman stated there is a number that the Governor has set up to take calls from citizens.  Mr. Hoffman stated to tell the operator what you are calling about and the operator will connect you to the liaison person within the Governor’s office.  
There being no further comment from the floor Mayor Harper made a motion to close the meeting to the floor, seconded by Committee MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Adjournment:  Mayor Harper made a motion to adjourn, seconded Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 am
Respectfully submitted,

Amanda F. Lobban

Municipal Clerk  
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