Sandyston Township Committee Meeting

March 6, 2007

MINUTES

This meeting was opened and called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Mayor Harper who stated that this meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act having been duly advertised.

The clerk was asked to call the roll.

Present were:  Committeeman MacDonald, Committeeman Leppert, and Mayor Harper

Also in attendance:  Douglas and Julia Maull, Tom Brackney, Don Swanson, Raj Sinha, Alan Delea, Amanda Lobban

All present were asked to join in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Sale of Property  Committeeman Leppert made a motion to open the bidding to the floor seconded by Committeeman MacDonald.  Douglas and Julia Maull offered a bid of $10,000 to purchase the property located at block 1806 lot 5.  There being no other offers to purchase the property, Committeeman MacDonald made a motion to accept the bid seconded by Mayor Harper and unanimously carried.
Approval of Minutes  The minutes of the February 6, 2007 meeting were motioned by Committeeman Leppert for approval seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.
Tax Collector’s Report  The treasurer’s report was presented with total receipts of $696,341.98.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the tax collector’s report seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.
Treasurer’s Report  The treasurer’s report was presented with total receipts of $707,388.33 and total disbursements of $82,993.51 and ending balance of $1,231,330.95.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the report seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Payment of Vouchers  The committee reviewed the vouchers.  Committeeman Leppert made a motion to approve the vouchers seconded by Mayor Harper and unanimously carried.

Departmental Reports  The committee reviewed the time sheets and departmental reports.  Alan Delea, Road Foreman, informed the committee the new dump truck is having the wiring installed and should be ready for delivery soon.

Old Business  The fire department reviewed the recommendations submitted by Charles Schaffer, Architect, to correct a water problem over the entrance to the fire department.  The clerk will obtain proposals for the necessary repair.  The fire department reviewed the letter from Ayers Sanitation regarding the donation of mason supplies and work for the installation of a new barbeque pit.  The fire department is contacting St. Thomas Church and the Recreation Committee to extend an invitation to donate towards the barbeque pit.  Committeeman Leppert stated during the last meeting he attended as liaison to the fire department, he felt the fire department would accept the offer of the Methodist Church and Ayers Sanitation. The committee reviewed drawings and pictures of other barbecue pits at local fire departments.  Don Swanson stated that the new barbecue would imitate the coloring and structure of the municipal building.  The fire department would like the pit to be installed in the near future as their annual chicken barbeque is to be held in June.
The sidewalk project has been advertised for bid.  The bid will be opened on March 22, 2007 by Harold Pellow, Engineer.  The committee will hold a special meeting on March 27, 2007 at 8:30 a.m. to award the bid.

Mayor Harper stated he had a conversation with North Jersey Housing, Pat Fischer, regarding the latest COAH waiting period.  The committee agreed they would wait until the State rules on the new regulations.
The township entered into an interlocal with Hampton Township, as per the recommendations of the auditor and chief finance officer, for the gypsy moth spraying.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the interlocal seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried. Mayor Harper signed the agreement.   R-18-07 a resolution to enter into the interlocal was read by Mayor Harper who then made a motion to approve the resolution seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.

The clerk informed the committee the owner of Municipal Software, Bill Raska, prepared a presentation for the assessor.  The proposal for the assessor’s package was not available for the meeting.
An interlocal agreement with the Montague Township Road Department (previously discussed in January 2007) was signed by Mayor Harper.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the agreement seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Mayor Harper updated the committee on the Joint Services Meetings.   Mayor Harper informed the committee of Frankford’s dissatisfaction with Sandyston regarding the failure to enter into an agreement for a Joint Service Administrator/Grant Writer.  Committeeman Leppert stated that he didn’t like to get pressured into an agreement and   didn’t like being dictated to by another township.  Sandyston has a grant writer, which has been successful in the past, and doesn’t cost nearly the $3,000 the agreement would cost. Committeeman Leppert stated additional demands on the township employees should be kept to a minimum.  The employees should document time spent to supply the Joint Service Administrator with records and reports or other information that may be needed.  Mayor Harper stated that Montague Township has changed their decision and has signed the interlocal agreement.  Mayor Harper stated that in the spirit of good faith, he would support the agreement for one year.  Committeeman Leppert made a motion to approve the Joint Service Administrator Agreement seconded by Mayor Harper. 

The clerk informed the committee the township attorney left a message regarding the revised easement located between the old municipal building and the residence next to the building.  The easement has been approved by the township attorney and is being revised.
New Business  The State of New Jersey requires that the township adopt an ordinance in order to collect fees for performing a wedding or a civil union.  The committee agreed to not accept any donations when performing a wedding or a civil union.
The following use of building permits were presented for approval:  Girl Scout March 22 6 to 8 p.m. and March 23, 6 to 9 p.m (pending insurance approval).  The Autumn Ridge Pony Club May 4, 5 to 12 and November 2, 5 to 12.  Kittatinny Little League March 6, April 10, and May 8 starting at 7:30 p.m. (pending insurance approval)  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the permits seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.
Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the raffle licenses 01, 02, 03 for the Sandyston Walpack PTO and 04-07 Peter’s Valley Craftsmen seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.

Committeeman Leppert made a motion to approve mulch/Spring clean-up agreement with Farmside Landscape in the amount of $2,625 seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.

The Sandyston Township Volunteer Fire Department submitted permits for the Blue Lights for S. Houghtaling, D. Dwyer, D. Haskins, S. House, and A. House.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the permits seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.

Committeeman Leppert made a motion to approve the annual renewal submitted by Mountain Radio Electronics in the amount of $1,330 for the maintenance of the radio equipment.  Mayor Harper seconded the motion and unanimously carried.

Resolution  R-16-07 Gypsy Moth Resolution was read by Mayor Harper.  Committeeman Leppert made a motion to approve the resolution seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Resolution  R-17-07 a resolution endorsing the submission of the 2006 recycling tonnage grant was read by Mayor Harper.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the resolution seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Ordinance  Ordinance 03-07 the development fee ordinance was introduced for second reading by Mayor Harper.  Committeeman MacDonald made a motion to open the meeting to the floor seconded by Committeeman Leppert.  There being no comment from the public Mayor Harper made a motion to close the hearing seconded by Committeeman Leppert.  Mayor Harper made a motion to adopt the ordinance seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.  A roll call vote followed:  Ayes: MacDonald, Leppert, Harper   Nays: 0  Absent: 0  Abstain:  0

Correspondence  The committee reviewed the correspondence.  The clerk will attend a meeting on April 24, 2007 regarding the future census.
Open Meeting to Floor  Mayor Harper made a motion to open the meeting to the floor seconded by Committeeman Leppert.  Alan Delea, Fire Chief, questioned why the fire department disc jockey needed a separate insurance policy.    Mayor Harper stated the certificate of insurance, that is needed by every organization to use the building, can list the independent contractor.  Therefore, the rider policy can list the independent contractor on the certificate of insurance.  
Stan Dutkus informed the committee he has received verbal approval for use of the tower in Walpack.  Stan Dutkus attended an informational meeting for Firewise Community which helps residents understand the dangers of dry wood and brush near their homes.  A grant is available for this program.  The information will be placed on the website for residents to review.  
There being no further comment from the public, Mayor Harper made a motion to close the meeting to the public seconded by Committeeman Leppert.  

The May 1, 2007 meeting will be changed to May 8, 2007.  The clerk will advertise the change.  

Mayor Harper instructed the clerk to obtain quotes for tank insurance for the tanks at the road department.  The clerk will contact the installers of the tanks to determine what additional information and monitoring devices may be needed to secure insurance.  
Mayor Harper made a motion to adjourn the meeting seconded by Committeeman MacDonald.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:03 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Betsy M. Cuneo

Municipal Clerk

