Sandyston Township Committee

MINUTES

May 2, 2006

This meeting was opened and called to order at 9:05 a.m. by Mayor MacDonald who stated that this meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, having been duly advertised.

The clerk was asked to call the roll.

Present were:  Committeeman Leppert, Committeeman Harper, and Mayor MacDonald

Also in attendance:  Alan Delea, Amanda Lobban, and Joann Williamson

All were invited to join in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ordinance  04-06 An Index Rate Ordinance was introduced for second reading by Mayor MacDonald.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to open the floor to the public, seconded by Committeeman Leppert.  There being no comment from the public, Mayor MacDonald made a motion to close the hearing seconded by Committeeman Harper.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to adopt the ordinance seconded by Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.  A roll call vote followed:  Ayes:  Leppert, Harper, MacDonald    Nays: 0   Absent: 0    Abstain: 0
Budget  The 2006 Budget was introduced for second reading by Mayor MacDonald.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to open the floor to the public seconded by Committeeman Harper.  There being no comment from the public, Committeeman Harper made a motion to close the hearing seconded by Committeeman Leppert. Mr. Bud Jones, Auditor, read the statement to adopt the budget.   Mayor MacDonald made a motion to adopt the budget seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.  A roll call vote followed:  Ayes:  Leppert, Harper, MacDonald  Nays:  0  Absent:  0  Abstain: 0  The committee thanked Mr. Jones for diligent work with the budget.  Mr. Jones stated the transition with the new financial staff was proceeding smoothly. 
Resolution  R-18-06 A Resolution to Cancel Certain Appropriations Balances in the Budget was read by Mayor MacDonald.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to approve the resolution seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.
Minutes  The minutes of the April 4, 2006 meeting were presented and moved for approval by Mayor MacDonald.  Committeeman Leppert seconded the motion and was unanimously carried.

Tax Collector’s Report  The tax collector’s report was presented with total receipts of $129,822.34.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to approve the report seconded by Committeeman Harper and unanimously carried.

Treasurer’s Report  The treasurer’s report was presented with total receipts of $155,067.28 and total disbursements of $419,284.06 and an ending balance of $939,769.70.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the report seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.

Payment of Vouchers  The vouchers were submitted for approval.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the vouchers for payment seconded by Mayor MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Departmental Reports  The committee reviewed the departmental reports and time sheets.  Mr. Alan Delea, Road Foreman, stated Ridge Road has some ongoing drainage issues.  Mr. Delea and Committeeman Harper will review the drainage situation.  Mr. Delea stated that PEOSH inspected the road garage and fire departments.  A punch list of items in need of repair will be forthcoming in the mail.  Mr. Delea requested permission to pickup free smoke detectors for qualified low income residents.  Committeeman Leppert made a motion to allow Mr. Delea to pick up the detectors seconded by Mayor MacDonald.  Mr. Delea also stated that he and the roadmen have attended mandatory educational seminars.    Mr. Delea worried funds would run short in the road department due to the many mandated classes.  The committee instructed the clerk to inform the Chief Financial Officer to include a line item for educational costs for the next budget.  
Old Business  Committeeman Harper informed the committee that he attended a meeting with the construction company, Tomaro, and Harold Pellow, Engineer.  The Hotalen Road project will begin on or about May 16th and be completed in two weeks.  A notice will be placed in the New Jersey Herald advising the residents to be prepared for delays.  Mr. Charles Schaffer, Architect, visited the kitchen renovation project recently.  Mr. Schaffer will contact the company to determine why the delay in progress has occurred.  Mr. Harold Pellow, Township Engineer, is completing a larger more accurate map for the sidewalk project.  A proposal for repairing some missing and loosened shingles on the municipal building from Up & Above Contractors in the amount of $175 was received.  Another company had been contacted but failed to submit a proposal.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the proposal seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.  A proposal was received from Cooper Power Systems in the amount of $754.24 was received to repair the generator.  Mayor MacDonald informed the committee of the reoccurring problem with the voltage regulator.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the proposal seconded by Committeeman Leppert. Mayor MacDonald abstained from the vote.  The attorney is preparing the truck specs for the new dump truck.  The advertisement will be placed in the New Jersey Herald.  The bids will be opened at the next meeting.  

New Business   Mr. Tom Eberhart requested to be placed on the agenda but was unable to attend the meeting.  Mr. Eberthart forwarded a request for an ordinance that would allow outside display of merchandise on a daily basis.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to forward the suggestion of “daily displays” to the Land Use Board.  Committeeman Leppert seconded the motion.  Ms. Jo Ann Williamson, Ayers Sanitation, came forwarded to discuss the closing of the recycling center at Ayers Sanitation.  Ms. Williamson explained that Ayers Sanitation has provided this service to the community for years.  Ayers Sanitation no longer wants to provide this service to the residents.   Ayers Sanitation will continue to provide the service to their customers. Residents will have the option of paying for recycling services to Ayers or taking their recyclables to the county’s recycling center.   Ms. Williamson would like to close the recycling center on August 1, 2006.  An ordinance will be drafted for the next meeting.
A letter was received from the New Jersey State Fair informing the municipalities of the theme for the annual display.  This year’s theme is “harvesting fair memories.”  The township’s historian Patte Frato will be in charge of this project.

Ordinance 03-06  A Capital Improvement Ordinance was introduced for second reading by Mayor MacDonald.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to open the floor to the public seconded by Committeeman Harper.  There being no comment from the public, Mayor MacDonald made a motion to close the hearing seconded by Committeeman Harper.  A roll call vote followed:  Ayes:  Leppert, Harper, MacDonald Nays: 0   Absent: 0   Abstain: 0
Ordinance 05-06 A Minor Site Plan Ordinance was tabled again this month.  The Land Use and Township Attorney are revising the ordinance.
Resolution  R-15-06 A resolution Opposing Charges to Municipalities for State Police Coverage was read by Mayor MacDonald.  Committeeman Harper stated an additional paragraph regarding traffic and volume of vehicles on Route 206 and Route 560 needed to be added.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to approve the resolution with the change seconded by Committeeman Harper and unanimously carried.

Resolution  R-16-06 A resolution appointing a new electrical inspector was read by Mayor MacDonald.  Committeeman Harper made a motion to approve the resolution hiring Cliff Storms seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.
Resolution  R-17-06 A resolution designating May as Senior Citizen Month and naming (to be released after Sandyston Day) as Senior of the Year was read by Mayor MacDonald seconded by Committeeman Leppert and unanimously carried.

Correspondence  The committee reviewed the correspondence.

Open Meeting to the Floor Mayor MacDonald made a motion to open the meeting to the floor seconded by Committeeman Harper.  Mr. Delea, Fire Chief, came forward to discuss the PEOSH violations.  Mr. Delea stated that most all the violations were abated.  Some outlets need to be replaced with GFI receptacles.  Mr. Delea explained the openers for the doors would have to have either sensors with electronic eyes or be manually held by an operator.  The committee stated that a safety eye mechanism would be beneficial.  The committee instructed Mr. Delea to obtain quotes for the necessary repairs.  Mayor MacDonald made a motion to close the public portion of the meeting seconded by Committeeman Harper.
Adjourn  There being no further business to discuss, Mayor MacDonald made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 a.m. seconded by Committeeman Harper.

Respectfully submitted,

Betsy M. Cuneo,

Municipal Clerk

