 Sandyston Township 

Minutes
December 3, 2010
This meeting was opened and called to order at 9:00 am by Mayor Harper who stated this meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, having been duly advertised.

Roll Call

The clerk was asked to call the roll. Present were: Committeeman MacDonald, Deputy Mayor Leppert and Mayor George Harper. 
Also in attendance:  Bud Jones (Auditor), Jessica Caruso, Alan Delea, Elizabeth Pinzone, Joseph Pinzone, Patte Haggerty Frato, Victoria Jadali, Lou Frato, Allison Shaffer, Larry Kovar, Hixon Spangenberg
The Mayor invited all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Salary & Wages/Budget Workshop:  Mayor Harper stated in 2009 the Township Committee asked the township employees to freeze their wages for 2010.  The employees did so willingly and everyone worked to get through 2010.  This past year was an absolute budget crisis due to the State Aid which was lost and we were still putting away money to pay off the building.    We should be able to match our reduction in State Aid and PILOT money to what we were paying on debt service when we retire this debt service on January 15, 2011.  The State has come out with a budget cap of 2% and we had a 0% increase last year.    Mayor Harper made a motion to propose a 2% raise across the board, excluding the Mayor and Committee, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.  Deputy Mayor Leppert thanked the employees for their sacrifice last year.  Mayor Harper asked for input from Bud Jones, Sandyston Township Auditor of Nisivoccia, LLP.  Mr. Jones stated he felt it was a good thing to be able to give the employees an increase and laudable that the Township Committee is not taking an increase themselves.  Roll Call Vote followed:  Ayes: MacDonald, Leppert, Harper; Nays: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent:0

Mayor Harper introduced Bud Jones, Auditor (Nisivoccia LLP) to speak about the 2011 Sandyston Township Budget.  Mr. Jones stated he felt it was going to be an interesting year as we are looking at a hard 2% cap with limited exceptions.  The exceptions are increases above 2% in health benefits and pension costs and, he believed, the change in net debt service.  Mayor Harper asked Mr. Jones to explain what that meant.  Mr. Jones gave an example that if you had $100,000 of debt service reduced by other revenues (capital fund balance or reserve to pay debt service) by $20,000.  So your net debt service last year was $80,000 verses this year if your net debt service is $100,000 with nothing to offset it; that $20,000 difference may increase your tax levy cap.  The State can do one of two things:  they can add the $20,000 to your cap or they can deduct that current year debt service of $100,000.  So you would lose the 2% on the net $80,000 last year - which is probably the way Sandyston Township would do it.  Mayor Harper stated that would be $1,600 and that does not outweigh the plus and minus to paying the debt off,  which saves the township approximately $75,000 - $90,000 over the next five years.  Mr. Jones also discussed fund balance.  Where Sandyston Township stands with fund balance will be critical as of the end of this year.  Sandyston Township utilized quite a lot of fund balance and took our revenues as high as they could go during 2010.  How we recognize our revenues during 2010 and where we fall with fund balance will be important for the preparation of the 2011 budget.  Mr. Jones stated the Ms. Caruso had a good idea canceling some appropriations in the 2010 budget that may not be needed which would go to fund balance as of the end of this year.  Mr. Jones regretted not having more information, but stated he has not received notices regarding how are we are going to enact tax levy cap and what they are going to use as a base.  Mr. Jones stated one thing he is disappointed in with this law is that they do not include Capital as an exception to the tax levy cap.  
Sandyston Township Resolution

R-70-2010


WHEREAS, the Township of Sandyston has adopted a "Minimum and Maximum Salary and Wage Ordinance”; and


WHEREAS, the Township of Sandyston wishes to establish salaries and wages for the calendar year 2011 within the minimum and maximum ranges established by Township Ordinance 2008-01. 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, that the following employees and officials shall receive the compensation herein set forth, effective 

January 1, 2011 and each year thereafter, until amended or repealed. Salaries are hereby established and fixed as the salary to be paid to the officers, and positions of employees, herein set forth. All of the salaries to which the respective incumbents of said offices might otherwise be entitled, except, however, which may be payable by law, or which otherwise may be properly authorized to be paid by this resolution, or another resolution of the Township Committee, to wit:   








Mayor



per annum, payable quarterly


$  3,500  

Committeemen

per annum, payable quarterly


$  2,600

Municipal Clerk

per annum, payable monthly


$  36,445 
 

Deputy Clerk


per annum, payable yearly          

$  1 

 Registrar


per annum, payable monthly


$  819    

Tax Collector


per annum, payable monthly 


$  18,360


Tax Assessor


per annum, payable monthly           

$  14,000

Deputy Tax Assessor             per annum, payable quarterly              
$  500     

Treasurer


per annum, payable monthly


$  5,100
           

CFO


            per annum, payable monthly             

$  7,344

Construction Official

per annum, payable monthly


$  20,435
Sec., Bd. of Health

per annum, payable monthly


$  1,093  


Emer. Mgt. Coord.

per annum, payable quarterly


$  1,723


Animal Control Off.

per annum, payable quarterly


$  2,265


(plus $1.00 per dog license issued, plus mileage) dog pick-up @ $ 25.00)

Sec., Const. Off.

per hour, payable monthly


$  10.20      

Fire Sub-Code Official
per hour, payable monthly


$  28.25      
                 

                                               (maximum-$3,000.00 per year)

Plumbing Sub-Code Off.
per annum, payable monthly


$  5,974

Electrical Inspector
            per annum, payable monthly              

$  5,974

Housing Officer

per insp., payable monthly


$  35.00

Code Enforc. Off.

per hour, payable monthly


$  31.10       
  

            (plus mileage)

Fire Prev./Life Haz. Off.
Shared Service



$  50.00      
       

Road Foreman,

per hour, payable bi-weekly


$  27.48      

Roadman Sr.


per hour, payable bi-weekly


$  18.54      


       

Roadman Jr.                            per hour, payable bi-weekly               
$  16.08

Laborers,


per hour, payable monthly

     minimum wage

Temp. Truck Drivers, 

per hour, payable monthly


$  12.50      
         

Planning Bd. Secretary,
Shared Service


           
$  14,952 

Land Use Admin. 

per permit, payable monthly, 

100% zoning permit fees

Official Tax Search Off. 
100% search fees

Official Improv. Search Off.
100% search fees

Vouchers for mileage shall be prepared and submitted monthly. All those eligible for car allowance shall be allowed: 





$0.51 (cents)per mile.

All employees, other than hourly employees, whose appearance is necessary in a court case shall be paid $20.00 (dollars) per appearance. The hourly employees shall be paid their hourly rate.

Date of Adoption:   December 03, 2010

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-70-2010, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried. Roll Call Vote followed:  Ayes: MacDonald, Leppert, Harper; Nays: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent:0

Minutes:  The Committee reviewed the Regular Meeting minutes of Tuesday, November 9, 2010. Deputy Mayor Leppert made a motion to approve the minutes of seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.
Tax Collector Report:  The Tax Collector’s report for the month of November 2010 was presented with total receipts Month-to-Date of $983,624.91 and Year-to-Date of $5,051,336.63. Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the Tax Collector’s Report, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried. 
Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer’s Report for the month of November 2010 was presented with a beginning balance of $272,431.70, total receipts of $1,031,894.41, and total disbursements of $783,256.17 with an ending balance of $521,069.94.  Mayor Harper noted the General Capital Account with a balance of $1,305,987.79.  Mayor Harper asked why the General Capital Account has increased by $297,000.  Ms. Caruso explained she transferred this money over to make sure it was where it belonged prior to needing to transfer the money back to current from capital to pay the debt service which totaled $148,500 for two years ($297,000).  Animal Control Escrow $26695.90, Public Assist Escrow $3,519.72, Unemployment Escrow $20,625.73, COAH Trust $31,551.83 and the Small Cities Master $75,946.67 (Housing Rehab).  Mayor Harper what Building income was in the Treasurer’s Report in the amount of $1,872.  Ms. Caruso explained that was the income for the Construction Department.   Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

Payment of Vouchers:  The Bills List for the month of November 2010 was submitted for approval in the amount of $305,656.52.  Deputy Mayor Leppert made a motion to approve the payment of bills, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.  
Departmental Reports: The Committee reviewed the Departmental Reports.  Mayor Harper stated there are deteriorating catch basins on Butternut Lane and Fox Run.  Mayor Harper, Alan Delea, Roy McClain and Joseph Haggerty (road department) made an inspection of the catch basins after November’s meeting and it was pretty consistent the poured basins were done with inferior concrete and the block basins were poor construction.  Mayor Harper stated there are 12 catch basins and included the ones that were closest to Route 645.  Mayor Harper stated he would like to do an investigation as the any responsibility on the part of our engineer for the overseeing of the project.  Mayor Harper and Mr. Delea agreed that we will need to work on repairing three to four basins per year.  Mayor Harper made a motion to secure some estimates during the winter for the repair of these basins so we can budget and go out to bid for these repairs in the spring, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.  Deputy Mayor Leppert added that safety issues can be addressed as they arise.  Mayor Harper one basin has already been temporarily repaired and there is one pending that could collapse and necessitate an emergency repair.  Committeeman MacDonald asked if we should mark this basin with an orange cone.  Mayor Harper stated there is no real hazard at this time and stated Mr. Delea will just have to keep an eye on this basin on a regular basis.
Victoria Jadali:  Friends of Beaver Pond:
Victoria Jadali, 65 Ridge Road and Lou Frato of 59 Ridge Road came forward to discuss the status of the demise of the pond that is located behind their properties.  Ms. Jadali explained what once was a beautiful pond used for fishing, boating and recreation activities for a great number of years has begun draining away over the past six months. Ms. Jadali referred to this area as “Beaver Pond” and showed before and after photos of this pond located behind their properties.  This photo below was shown and Ms. Jadali explained it was taken in the Fall of 2006 from the property of Mr. Frato located at 59 Ridge Road (Block 1001 Lot 9).

[image: image1.jpg]



This photo below was shown and Ms. Jadali explained the photo was taken a few weeks ago showing the ponds current state.  
[image: image2.jpg]



Ms. Jadali continued they are concerned about the endangered species which live here, the aquifer which has disappeared and the invasive species.  Mayor Harper asked who owned the ground under and adjacent to this pond.  Ms. Jadali answered the National Park service owns the entirely of the pond, adjacent to this pond is Mrs. Allsion Shaffer and Mr. Lou Frato. Ms. Jadali stated she connects where there is a very small buffer zone (50-100 feet) and the buffer zone belongs to Mr. and Mrs. Southway.  Committeeman MacDonald asked about the location of the dam.  Ms. Jadali stated the dam is located at the far edge and both Ms. Jadali and Mr. Frato showed the location of the dam on the pictures.   Committeeman MacDonald asked if the dam is located on National Park Service property.  Ms. Jadali stated yes.  Mayor Harper asked if the flow of this pond continues from the pond that is located further up off of Upper Ridge Road (near the Camp Field).  Mrs. Shaffer stated this is the pond directly behind her house.  Mayor Harper stated there is another pond further up off of Upper Ridge Road near what is referred to as “Camp Field”.  Mr. Frato stated yes, the pond located behind his house has the same flow as the pond located near Upper Ridge Road.  Committeeman MacDonald asked how long the pond has looked the way it does today.  Ms. Shaffer stated she remembers her children skating on the pond last year.  Mrs. Frato agreed, and stated late 2009 the pond started to slowly drain.  Committeeman MacDonald asked if anyone had a picture of the dam.  Ms. Jadali handed out additional photos of the dam.  At this time, Ms. Jadali handed out photos and invited Mr. Larry Kovar, Aquatic Analysis, to come forward to discuss the research they have been doing.  
Larry Kovar, Aquatic Analysis, came forward and stated he has been managing the pond located on Ms. Jadali’s property for 15 years (working also for previous owner, Larry Cole). Fortunately, as of now, there are no invasive species present in the pond but he is concerned about the past summer as the aquifer in the “Beaver Pond” dried up.  Mr. Kovar stated that Ms. Jadali’s pond is mostly spring fed so the water went down significantly, especially with the dry summer.  With that, we observed a lot more plants and algae growing and expressed concern about invasive species.  Mr. Kovar stated he has two concerns.  First, the spread of invasive species in a fertile wetland area that has now dry.  This invasive species could spread all throughout Sandyston Township.  An example is the Purple Loosestrife, what you see along the Hainesville Flats area.  Secondly, the level of the pond being down will lead to very little water to replenish the aquifer.  So if we have seasons like this past summer where it was very dry the pond begins to go dry and this will affect local residents’ wells and cause them to go dry.  Mr. Kovar stated he is concerned about the current water level of the pond.    Committeeman MacDonald referred to the photos handed out by Ms. Jadali and stated it appears the level of the water at one time was up to the bottom of the pipe and if he compares the photos of where the water level is today the water has dropped approximately two feet.  Mr. Kovar stated it is more than two feet.  Mr. Frato stated if you look to the right of the pipe you will see a man-made ditch which is why the water has drained from the pond.  Committeeman MacDonald asked if Mr. Frato knew where the man-made ditch came from.  Ms. Jadali stated National Park Service Law Enforcement is looking into the matter and they are eagerly awaiting their response.  Mr. Kovar stated that the National Park Service put the PCV pipe in the pond, which is standard protocol for beaver dams.   When the water swells they put the pipe way up in the front so the beaver cannot sense the water flowing through the beaver dam area.  Committeeman MacDonald asked about the status of the beavers, because without water there are no beavers. Ms. Jadali stated no, there are no beavers.  Committeeman MacDonald asked if they will be able to get permission from the National Park Service to fill in this breach of the dam without going through an Act of Congress.  Ms. Jadali stated that is what they are exploring and they have been told by the National Park Service that in about a week they should have some kind of team report and recommendation.  Ms. Jadali stated the National Park Service contends they visited Mr. Frato’s home and he was not there.  They did not have a business card and were unable to leave word they had visited.  Ms. Jadali stated she has spoken with Mr. John Donahue who has assured her that he is the Superintendent of the National Park Service for the Delaware Water Gap Recreation Area and he assured her that they had no intention of draining this pond.  Mr. Frato stated they have also been in contact with the Department of Environmental Protection.  Committeeman MacDonald asked who overrides who in this situation, would it be the DEP or the National Park Service.  Mayor Harper answered the National Park Service always rises to the highest government level.  Mr. Kovar stated the National Park Service works hand in hand with the DEP because it is within the confines of the State of New Jersey.  Mayor Harper stated the National Park Service is not subject to any of the laws of the State of New Jersey if they don’t want to be.  They are only subject to the regulations that they want to be.  Mr. Kovar stated that he is working with the National Park Service biologists and you are not allowed to trap within the National Park Service and beavers are a protected species within the National Park Service.  
Ms. Jadali introduced Ms. Karyn Kuter, an environmental scientist specializing in wetlands employed by Dykstra Walker Design Group, and invited her to come forward to speak to the Committee.
Ms. Kuter came forward and stated she spoke with an environmental attorney who has been looking into the matter and, in addition to looking into the way the National Park Service can override DEP rules, is researching if there is a dam safety issue.  Dams are regulated and if this was on private property this issue would have been handled a lot differently, which becomes a public safety issue on top of an ecological issue.  A lot of times public safety issues are given more attention.  Ms. Kuter added that she had pulled up some aerial photographs to see how long the pond has been there and if it was naturally occurring.  As early as the 1930’s you can see that there is a depression there, which does not mean it is a pond.   You don’t see the first signs of the pond until the 1950’s up until now.  You can see how it grows and when the PVC pipe is added it maintains its regular shape.  Ms. Kuter continued the ditch that compromised the dam appears to be man-made.  She stated she is unaware of any natural process that neatly stacks the dirt upland next to where the hole was dug or tossed in a neat little pile downstream.   There is evidence that beavers were out there at one time, although there is no active evidence of beavers today.  Ms. Kuter stated invasive species will be a major concern.  For example, Purple Loosestrife will get into the water systems and travel and it is very hard to get rid of and it will choke out the native species.  Committeeman MacDonald asked about the aerial photographs and where they were obtained from.  Ms. Kuter answered she obtained the aerial photographs were obtained from www.historicaerials.com, which is a free website.  Committeeman MacDonald asked if they do daily shots or monthly shots.  Ms. Kuter answered it depends on the area they have certain years available.  This particular website had aerial photographs available in 1931, 1956, 1964, 1978, etc.  She continued that if we wanted more specific shots, she would have to call aerial companies and see if they have done flyovers recently and if they would have those pictures.  Deputy Mayor Leppert asked for an estimate on when the PVC pipe was installed.  Mr. Frato stated the National Park Service installed the PVC pipe within the last five years.  
Ms. Jadali introduced Mr. Richard Jurgens, a landscape architect/owner of Jurgens Landscape Design.
Mr. Jurgens read from a prepared statement “Good Morning, my name is Richard Jurgens.  I studied landscape architecture at Rutgers and I am a member of the American Society of Landscape Architects.  My work entails analyzing the land to discover its natural characteristic, good and bad and then stressing potential beauty and site engineering.  This information can be used in my design work.  I am here today to speak on behalf of my client Victoria Jadali who lives below what has come to be known as “Beaver Pond” and also for the Friends of Beaver Pond who have great interest in supporting this project.  This area of water serves both as a wildlife habitat and a ground water recharge area associated with Victoria’s land on Ridge Road.  The size of beaver pond has greatly diminished due to a ditch dug through the earthen dam.  Whether this is an illegal act of altering federal land is under investigation.  So why is this pond so important to the community?  The pond is essentially a water garden, a wet lands resource with natural vegetation where water is held to recharge the aquifers, the underground water table, rather than washing into rivers and streams causing problems downstream.  In fact, the more I think about it, this pond area could even serve as a inspiring outdoor classroom to spur interest in our environment.  When combined with the enlightening National Geographic movie recently seen depicting the life of beavers throughout the seasons, the critical ecology of our world shows through vividly by example.  The interaction of life seems to take on a new urgency.  Victoria has ordered that beaver movie.   Numerous counties have instituted federally funded water garden construction seminars for the residential property although at a much smaller scale.  For example, this poster and handout give an outline of water garden construction for the homeowner.  It is planned that if many of these were constructed, water would still be purified flowing through the soil replenishing our ground water while reducing flooding problems downstream.  Among other animals and fish, beavers and herrings had made this place home.  It was a sanctuary until their homes and habitats had been actually destroyed.  So we are here today to educate you and the public of the real values of our natural wonders and seek to restore the great resource we once had much as the Delaware was saved years ago.  Thank you.”

Mr. Jurgens then read from a pamphlet Citizen’s Guide to Wetlands and the New Jersey Wetland Rules – Communities Can Impact Wetland Decisions from Stony Brook Millstone Watershed Association:  “Wetland protection begins in the local community, when citizens and local officials know and appreciate their local water resources, and work to conserve them.”
Ms. Jadali thanked the Committee for their time and hoped they would support their efforts.  Mayor Harper stated they are very concerned about our resources within the confines of Sandyston Township no matter who owns them.  Mayor Harper stated we do have a very difficult problem here because it is the highest level of government, but it is pretty apparent from everything that has been said here today that there is possibly a criminal act here.  Mayor Harper explained that we will wait for the report from the National Park Service, but it is pretty apparent from the pictures and testimony that the destruction has been man-made.  Mayor Harper stated that where that goes from here is unknown.   Mayor Harper stated he was aware there is a DEP case number and asked if they were involved or responsive at all.  Ms. Jadali stated they have been very disappointing.  Ms. Jadali stated the gentlemen from DEP stated it was already a done deal so Ms. Jadali is unsure if they will even investigate.  Mayor Harper explained he is probably stymied because if the National Park Service does not want to work with him there is absolutely no mechanism for the DEP to enforce.  Mayor Harper stated he felt, and asked Deputy Mayor Leppert and Committee MacDonald for their thoughts, the Township Committee needs to reinforce to the National Park Service that we suspect possible violation of codes with someone who destroyed this area through a letter.  This is a valuable resource and we need to share the concern with Mr. John Donahue, who does work closely with us and who does value our relationship with him.  The more people involved in this it might be easier to get at least a response. Mayor Harper stated the experience of what he has seen with the National Park Service and their response to beaver dams that have collapsed or torn out, even when they know who did it, has not been that responsive.    Mayor Harper stated he does not feel that this was an active beaver pond.  Mayor Harper stated this is an earthen dam.  Mayor Harper continued that he remembers this pond as “Outichlers Pond”, named for a family who lived on the Upper Ridge Road and owned access on that side of the pond.    Mayor Harper suggested a letter be sent to the National Park Service urging them to follow up on what may be a criminal act and the destruction of a natural resource.  Their partnering with Sandyston Township in our visioning and our master plan, ecotourism and agricultural tourism is one of biggest benefits here and when we lose a natural resource like that we are losing one of our assets.  Deputy Mayor Leppert stated he agreed and felt that the Township Committee should use any influence or relationship we have with the National Park Service and specifically Mr. Donahue, who we have worked with in the past.  Committeeman MacDonald made a motion to send a letter to the National Park Service, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.  Mayor Harper also stated that he would try to get in touch with Mr. Donahue as well.  Committeeman MacDonald asked if there is any water flowing out of the ditch that was dug and has any dirt fallen back in the ditch.  Mr. Kovar answered that it seems that there is a delta form which has formed immediately adjacent to the dam downstream, so there is a pretty significant sized delta in the normal stream bed from taking the dam out.  Committeeman MacDonald asked where the location of the delta form is located.  Mr. Kovar stated the delta form has formed downstream in the stream.    Committeeman MacDonald asked Mr. Kovar for the definition of a delta form.  Mr. Kovar answered it sediment that washes out immediately, heavy sediment is very dense and will settle first and the lighter stuff will settle further downstream. There is a significant delta form, which is approximately several hundred cubic yards of material, which formed just the erosion of the dam that was breached.  Ms. Jadali commented in response to the man-made dam verses the beaver dam, the National Park Service has informed her that it is their philosophy that any man-made dam that they inherited will be left to disintegrate and to go with whatever nature told it to do.  Ms. Jadali stated she asked the National Park Service to distinguish between the fact that nature came through with a flash flood and it disintegrated from natural causes to it has been vandalized.   Ms. Jadali added if it has been vandalized, the dam should be restored to where it was, we are not asking for a whole new dam installed – just fill it in.  Ms. Jadali thanked the Township Committee for their help with sending a letter.  Committeeman MacDonald asked if the National Park Service has said if they have been to visit the area.  Ms. Jadali answered that there is a team they have said is working on this and they haven’t said if they have been there yet, but they should have been there because they are supposed to have the report by next week.  
Patte Haggerty Frato stated what is disturbing with this matter is the National Park Service’s policy is you cannot pick up a stone, you cannot pick a flower, etc.  However, someone blatantly infringes on government property where you can see the tracks and you can see what they did and there is no punishment.  This pond is not out in the middle of the government surrounded by government property.  This pond borders up to a residential area and should require a little bit more on their part.  Ms. Frato stated it is as easy as bringing back the beavers and putting the disturbed area back to its original state – just bring back nature.  
Mayor Harper thanked everyone for their time and reiterated that we will send a letter to the National Park Service and he would make a phone call to Mr. Donahue.  Mayor Harper recommended contacting Honorable E. Scott Garrett’s office for help.

Old Business: 

Layton Post Office:  Mayor Harper stated the Bike Rack and Bench will be installed at a future date.  

C.O.A.H. Update:   The Committee stated there has been no activity with COAH since the last meeting.
Green Acres Submission/Municipally Owned Property:    There has been no word from the State of New Jersey since the November 2009 Meeting regarding the proposal submitted by Louis Cherepy for the possible land swap with the State.
Flatbrook Road:  Mayor Harper informed the Committee there was a meeting held on Tuesday, November 23, 2010 with members of the DEP, Division of Forestry, County Planning, and our Township Engineer.   Mayor Harper added that our engineer has found a deed for Flatbrook Road.  The Clerk stated she has not received this deed from our engineer.  Mayor Harper stated that he felt the DEP requested this meeting to throw the ball back in our court with respect to Flatbrook Road, but we indicated that our agreement on Struble Road, which we plow and maintain completely and have never shied away from, would also be evaluated.  Mayor Harper stated we will continue to work on this project. 
Tax Title Lien Foreclosure:   We have received word from our Township Attorney the final paperwork has been sent to the State of New Jersey for final review and finalization.
Hotalen Road – Section II:  Mayor Harper stated Hotalen Road is done and the asphalt has been cored.  Mr. Pellow assures us he has cored this asphalt and will be analyzed.
Shared Service – Branchville Borough:  Mayor Harper asked if we have received the Shared Service Agreement from Branchville Borough.  The Clerk informed the Committee this agreement would be for the Electrical and Plumbing Sub-Code, however, at this time we have not received any updated agreement from Branchville Borough
New Business:
2011 Fund Year Statewide Insurance Fund Risk Management Consultants Agreement:  Mayor Harper made a motion to renew this agreement, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.
Dempsey Linen Contract:  The Committee reviewed the contract for Dempsey Linen.  The Clerk stated we must amend the contact as written to state one hundred fifty-six revenue weeks (currently states 260 revenue weeks) per the Local Public Contracts Law.  Mayor Harper made a motion to renew contract, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.
Recommendations Regarding Layton Post Office Roof:  The Committee reviewed recommendations for the repair to the roof.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the expenditure for Frank’s Slate Roof Repair estimate for the replacement of the asphalt roof and for the installation of a new copper ridge cap and new copper chimney flashing in the amount of $3,400, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously approved.  Committeeman MacDonald asked for the contractor to clarify how long the work is guaranteed, as the estimate states “All work is guaranteed”.
Fox Run/Butternut Lane – Review of Drains: As previously discussed during departmental reports, we will acquire estimates in the spring.
Application for Auxiliary Member STVFD:  Sarah Houghtaling:   The Committee reviewed the application for auxiliary member, Sarah Houghtaling.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the application, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.
Application for Auxiliary Member STVFD:  Janine M. Freakins:  The Committee reviewed the application for auxiliary member, Janine M. Freakins.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the application, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.
Resolutions:
SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP RESOLUTION 

R-71-2010

A RESOLUTION TO FIX A TIME AND DATE FOR THE ANNUAL REORGANIZATION MEETING

WHEREAS, the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey has a  Township Committee form of government; and 

WHEREAS, the members of the governing body are elected for terms commencing January 1; and 

WHEREAS, the governing body utilizes N.J.S.A. 40:45A-1 to fix the date and time of its annual reorganization meeting; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that at 9:00 A.M. on Monday, January 3, 2011, the reorganization meeting shall take place.

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-71-2010, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP RESOLUTION

R-72-2010
STATEWIDE INSURANCE FUND 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING FUND COMMISSIONER

WHEREAS,  Sandyston Township (hereinafter “Local Unit”) is a member of the Statewide Insurance Fund (hereinafter “Fund”), a joint insurance fund as defined in N.J.S.A. 40A:10-36 et seq.; and


WHEREAS, the Fund’s Bylaws require participating members to appoint a Fund Commissioner;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the                                                                                                 that Amanda F. Lobban is hereby appointed as the Fund Commissioner for the Local Unit; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that William Leppert is hereby appointed as the Alternate Fund Commissioner for the Local Unit; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Local Unit’s Fund Commissioner is authorized and directed to execute all such documents as required by the Fund. .

ATTEST: 





Name of Entity: Sandyston Township
By:  __________________________
   

By:___________________________

Amanda F. Lobban, RMC



George B. Harper, Jr. Mayor

Municipal Clerk

This Resolution agreed to the 3rd day of December, 2010 by a vote of:

3 
Affirmative     0
Abstain
0
Negative
0
Absent

Macdonald

Leppert

Harper

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-72-2010, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.

SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP RESOLUTION

R-73-2010

RESOLUTION APPOINTING RISK MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT

WHEREAS, Sandyston Township (hereinafter “Local Unit”) has joined the Statewide Insurance Fund (hereinafter “Fund”), a joint insurance fund as defined in N.J.S.A. 40A:10-36 et seq.; and

WHEREAS, the Bylaws require participating members to appoint a Risk Management Consultant, as those positions are defined in the Bylaws, if requested to do so  by the “Fund”; and

WHEREAS, the “Fund” has requested its members to appoint individuals or entities to that position; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of “Local Unit”, in the County of Sussex and State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. Sandyston Township hereby appoints George Morville its local Risk Management Consultant.

2. The Mayor (authorized representative of the public entity) and Risk Management Consultant are hereby authorized to execute the Risk Management Consultant’s Agreement for the year 2011 in the form attached hereto.

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-73-2010, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP 

R-74-2010

A RESOLUTION TO CANCEL OUTSTANDING CHECKS

WHEREAS, there are outstanding checks in the Sandyston Township Current Fund; and


WHEREAS, the checks are stale dated and no longer valid; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston to authorize Jessica M. Caruso, CFO to cancel the outstanding checks in the amount of $5,960.78 to the Current Fund:


#0000                                 $    344.82


#2266                                    2,974.00


#2399                                         94.16


#2088                                         29.00


#2456                                       883.56


#2696                                       213.00


#3233                                           4.99


St. of NJ                                   210.42


AT & T                                    117.94


Embarq                                    436.23


JCP & L                                   652.66


#4029                                         85.00

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-74-2010, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP 

R-75-2010

A RESOLUTION FOR BUDGET TRANSFERS

WHEREAS, it appears certain amounts for specific purposes in the 2010 Municipal Budget have been expended in excess of the respective sums appropriated therefore; and 

WHEREAS, there appears to be insufficient funds in certain accounts to meet the demands thereon for the balance of the year; and

WHEREAS, there appears to be sufficient funds in other accounts to meet the demands thereon for the balance of the year.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-58 a portion of the surplus in the accounts hereafter mentioned are hereby transferred to the accounts deemed insufficient to meet current demands:

FROM: STREETS & RDS 

O/E

01-201-26-290-020

$10,000.00

FROM: VEHICLE MAINT.

O/E

01-201-26-315-020

$  5,000.00

TO: BLDGS & GRDS 

O/E

01-201-26-310-020

$15,000.00

FROM: AID TO STVFD

O/E

01-201-25-255-020

$16,000.00

TO: LIBILITY INSURANCE
O/E

01-201-23-210-020

$  8,000.00

TO: WORKERS COMP INS

O/E

01-201-23-220-020

$  8,000.00

FROM: ANIMAL CONTROL
O/E

01-201-27-340-020

$   101.00

TO: ANIMAL CONTROL 

S/W

01-201-27-340-020

$   101.00

FROM: CONSTRUCTION

O/E

01-201-22-195-020

$1,216.00

TO: CONSTRUCTION 

S/W

01-201-22-196-010

$1,216.00

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-75-2010, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.

SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP 

R-76-2010

A RESOLUTION TO CANCEL BALANCES TO SURPLUS


WHEREAS, Sandyston Township Chief Finance Officer, Jessica Caruso, has recommended that the following amounts be cancelled to surplus.

01-201-20-110-010
Mayor/Committee

SW

$  1,300.00

01-201-20-110-020
Mayor/Committee

OE

$  2,000.00

01-201-20-120-020
Municipal Clerk

OE

$  3,500.00

01-201-20-130-010
Finance Administration
SW

$  3,000.00

01-201-20-130-020
Finance Administration
OE

$  2,500.00

01-201-20-140-020
Computer Maintenance
OE

$10,000.00

01-201-20-145-020
Tax Collector


OE

$  1,500.00

01-201-20-150-020
Tax Assessment

OE

$  5,000.00

01-201-21-180-020
Planning Board

OE

$15,000.00

01-201-22-195-020
Construction


OE

$  4,000.00

01-201-23-210-020
Workers Comp. Ins.

OE

$  3,200.00

01-201-23-225-020
Unemployment Insurance
OE

$  1,000.00

01-201-25-252-020
Emergency Management
OE

$  1,500.00

01-201-26-290-020
Streets & Roads Maint.
OE

$  5,000.00

01-201-26-305-020
Sanitation


OE

$  2,000.00

01-201-26-315-020
Vehicle Maintenance

OE

$10,000.00

01-201-27-335-020
PEOSHA


OE

$  1,000.00

01-201-27-340-020
Animal Control

OE

$  1,000.00

01-201-31-440-020
Telephone


OE

$  2,000.00

01-201-36-472-020
Social Security

OE

$  3,500.00








TOTAL:
$78,000.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey do authorize Jessica M. Caruso, Chief Financial Officer, to cancel balances to surplus.

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-76-2010, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

Ordinances:
SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SANDYSTON,

COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

CHAPTER 170 ENTITLED FOOD RETAIL ESTABLISHMENTS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSIP OF SANDYSTON

ORDINANCE NO. 2010-11

BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, Sussex County, New Jersey, that Chapter 170 of the Code of the Township of Sandyston shall be and is hereby amended to provide as follows:


Chapter 170 shall now be entitled SANITATION IN RETAIL FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS AND FOOD AND BEVERAGE VENDING MACHINES.

Section 170 – 1.  Adoption of Standards.  A code regulating sanitation in retail food establishments and food and beverage vending machines, and fixing penalties for violations is hereby established pursuant to N.J.S.A.: 26:3-69.1 to 26:3-69.6.  The copy of said code is annexed hereto and made a part hereof.  


Section 170 – 2.  Title.  Said code is established and adopted by this article and is commonly known as the “Sanitation and Retail Food Establishments and Food and Beverage Vending Machines.”


Section 170 – 3.  Copies on file.  Three copies of said Sanitation and Retail Food Establishments and Food and Beverage Vending Machine Code have been placed on file in the Office of the Secretary of the Board of Health and shall remain on file in said office for the use and examination of the public so long as this Ordinance is in effect, and printed copies of said Ordinance and said Code and related documents shall be made available to citizens of request and for which a nominal fee may be charged.  


Section 170 – 4.  A license required.  It shall be unlawful for any person or anybody corporate to conduct a retail food establishment as defined and governed by the Sanitation and Retail Food Establishments and Food and Beverage Vending Machines Code established by Ordinance of the Board of Health, without having first procured a license from the Board of Health so to do or without complying with any or all of the provisions concerning operation and maintenance of the same, as required in the aforementioned Sanitation and Retail Food Establishments and Food and Beverage Vending Machines Code.


Section 170 – 5. License Fees.  The annual license fee for a retail food establishment is Fifty Dollars ($50.00).  


Section 170-6. Suspension or revocation of licenses.

A. Any license issued under the terms and provisions of this Article may be suspended or revoked by the Board of Health of this municipality for the violation by the licensee of any provisions of this Article or the Sanitation and Retail Food Establishments and Food and Beverage Vending Machines Code; or whenever it shall appear that the business, trade, calling, profession or occupation of the person, firm or corporation to whom such license was issued is conducted in a disorderly or improper manner; or in violation of any law of the United States, the State of New Jersey or any ordinance of this municipality; or that the person or persons conducting the retail food establishment are of an unfit character to conduct the same; or that the purpose for which the license has been issued is being abused to the detriment of the public or is being used for a purpose foreign to that for which the license was issued.
B. A license issued under the terms and provisions of this Article shall not be revoked, canceled or suspended until a hearing thereon shall have been had by the Board of Health.  Written notice of the time and place of such hearing shall be served upon the licensee at least three (3) days prior to the date set for such hearing.  Such notice shall also contain a brief statement of the grounds to be relied upon for revoking, canceling or suspending such license.  Notice may be given either by personal delivery thereof to the person to be notified or by deposit in the United States Post Office of a sealed envelope, postage prepaid, addressed to such person to be notified at the business address appearing upon said license.  At the hearing before the Board of Health, the person aggrieved shall have an opportunity to answer and may thereafter be heard, and upon due consideration and deliberation by the Board of Health, the complaint may be dismissed or, if the Board of Health concludes that the charges have been sustained and substantiated, it may revoke, cancel or suspend the license held by the licensee.

C. If any such license shall have been revoked, neither the holder thereof nor any person acting for him, directly or indirectly, shall be entitled to another license to carry on the same business within the township unless the application for such license shall be approved by the Board of Health.

Section 170-7. Application of provisions.  No provision of this Article shall be applied so as to impose any unlawful burden on either interstate commerce of any activity of the state or federal government.

Section 170.8. Violations and penalties.  Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate any of the provisions of this Article shall, upon conviction, be punished by a fine of not less than $50.00 nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or by imprisonment in the county jail for a period of not to exceed ninety (90) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment, and each violation of any of the provisions of this Article and each day the same is violated shall be deemed and taken to be a separate and distinct offense.

TAKE NOTICE that this ordinance shall become effective after adoption on final reading, publication of notice of final passage in the manner provided by law. A certified copy of this Ordinance shall be filed with the State Commissioner of Health pursuant to N.J.S.A.: 26:1A-12 to 26:3-69.6. 

Mayor Harper made a motion to open Ordinance 2010-11 to the public for public hearing, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.  Committeeman MacDonald made a motion to close the meeting to the public for public hearing, seconded by Mayor Harper and unanimously carried.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve Ordinance 2010-11, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.  Roll Call Vote followed:  Ayes: MacDonald, Leppert, Harper; Nays: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent:0

SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SANDYSTON,

COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

  REPEALING ARTICLE XII GROWTH SHARE OF CHAPTER 150 OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SANDYSTON

ORDINANCE NO. 2010-12

BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, Sussex County, New Jersey, that Article XII “Growth Share” of Chapter 150 of the Code of the Township of Sandyston shall be hereby repealed.


TAKE NOTICE that prior to final reading, this proposed Ordinance shall be referred to the Land Use Board pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40-55D-64 and, at least 10 days prior to the hearing notice by certified mail shall be given to the Clerks of the adjoining Municipality and the County Planning Board pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40-55D-15.


TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that this ordinance shall become effective after adoption on final reading, publication of notice of final passage in the manner provided by law.  After final passage, this Ordinance shall be filed with the County Planning Board pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40-55D-16.

The Committee reviewed Ordinance 2010-12.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve introduction of Ordinance 2010-12, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.  Mayor Harper stated this ordinance will have a public hearing on Tuesday, January 11, 2011 at 4:00 pm, where any interested persons will have the opportunity to be heard.  

Sandyston Township

Ordinance 2010-13

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 69 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SANDYSTON, NEW JERSEY, ENTITLED “FEES”

BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, that Chapter 69 of the Code of the Township of Sandyston, New Jersey, entitled “Fees”, is hereby amended as follows:

69-1 Schedule of fees.

Miscellaneous

Marriage/Civil Union License Application………………    $28

Domestic Partnership Registration……………………….  
$28


Marriage/Civil Union, certified copy…………………….
$5


Domestic Partnership, certified copy……………………..
$5

Birth Certificate, certified copy…………………………..
$5


Death Certificate, certified copy………………………….
$5


Photocopies, letter size……………………………………
$0.05



         legal size or larger…………………………..    $0.07

69-2.  Repealer.


All sections of the Municipal Code of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, which are inconsistent with the provisions of this chapter are hereby repealed.

The Committee reviewed Ordinance 2010-13.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve introduction of Ordinance 2010-13, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.  Mayor Harper stated this ordinance will have a public hearing on Tuesday, January 11, 2011 at 4:00 pm, where any interested persons will have the opportunity to be heard.  

Correspondence: The Committee reviewed the correspondence.  Mayor Harper stated the attorney’s for Service Electric Cable TV have sent us a letter regarding their Application for Renewal of Municipal Consent.  Sandyston Township recently enacted ordinance #2010-10 which included a section for free service.   We included the addresses of these locations in the ordinance.  When Service Electric investigated the addresses for the free service they found that these addresses were nine miles outside Service Electric’s jurisdiction, as they stop at Kittatinny Lake.  Service Electric is asking that this section of the ordinance be removed.  Mayor Harper felt it was his opinion to leave the ordinance as it stands.  We are not asking for free service and we have never asked for free service.  Mayor Harper stated we adopted the ordinance as they requested and the fact is that Sandyston Township would have to pay for the build out, which we are not going to do.  Mayor Harper stated if Service Electric would like to pay to revise this Ordinance, including reimbursing the Township for advertising and codification, we might reconsider.  Committeeman MacDonald and Deputy Mayor Leppert agreed to do nothing at this time. 

The Committee reviewed the Loss Control Service Visit report from Statewide’s Edge.

The Committee reviewed a letter from Sussex County Department of Environmental and Public Health Services regarding water testing at the municipal building.  The County has previously handled all water testing, but has come to the conclusion that they cannot do the water testing and be the enforcement agency.  So, each municipality must get their water tested privately in the future.  The County is offering their discounted rate to the municipalities until May 2011.  The Clerk explained she talked to Garden State Laboratories and there is two sets of pricing for doing the testing yourself or having them handle the testing.   The price until May 2011 is $50 for Garden State Laboratories to do the testing.  The water testing must be done four times a year.  Garden State Laboratories stated they are almost certain they will keep the price at $50 for 2011.    Once a year, in January, we also must have a Nitrate test which is $45.  It is cheaper if we get the bottles and perform the test but there is quite a lot involved in sterilizing the faucet and you risk the chance of failing the water test if the test is not done properly.  Ms. Caruso stated Andover Borough has used QC Laboratories.  They come and do the testing because it is so particular and it is hard to retract a water test that receives a bad report.  Mr. Delea recommended checking with Morris County Cooperative Pricing Council.  
Open Meeting to Floor:  Mayor Harper made a motion to open the meeting to the floor, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.  The Clerk thanked Elizabeth Pinzone, Board of Health Secretary, for her help with the Flu Clinic that was held in Sandyston in November.  The Committee thanked Ms. Pinzone for her work with the Flu Clinic.
The Clerk also noted to date there is approximately $500 for the Sandyston Has Heart donation drive.  The donations will be turned over to the nurse at Sandyston-Walpack School for distribution to needy families.  The Clerk thanked everyone who has donated to this drive. 

Bud Jones, Auditor – Nisivoccia LLP, discussed a number of issues related to the 2011 budget, tax levy, Budget Appropriation CAP, and Tax Levy CAP with the governing body and the administration. As the state provides further information on the two CAPs and their implementation the Township will need to adjust the preliminary budget plan for 2011.

Coming Up:
Hotalen Road:

Completed


Painting:

In Progress

          Planning Board:
Cancelled


Seniors Meeting:
Tuesday, December 7, 2010


Next Meeting:

Monday, January 3, 2011 (Reorganization)






Tuesday, January 11, 2011 (Regular)

Adjournment:  Mayor Harper made a motion to adjourn at 10:27 am, seconded Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.  

Respectfully submitted,

Amanda F. Lobban, RMC
Municipal Clerk 
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