
 Sandyston Township 

Minutes
November 15, 2011
This meeting was opened and called to order at 7:30 pm by Mayor Harper who stated this meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, having been duly advertised.

Roll Call

The clerk was asked to call the roll. Present were: Committeeman Fred MacDonald, Deputy Mayor William Leppert and Mayor George Harper. 
Also in attendance:  Elizabeth Pinzone, Glenn Hull, Gayle Hull, Stan Dutkus, Patricia H. Frato, Drew Lontos, Dan Potter, Bryan Davids, Darlene Davids.
The Mayor invited all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Public Auction:  Mayor Harper read the following Resolution into the record:

SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP

R-58-2011

A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE SALE OF REAL PROPERTY NOT NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE BY THE TOWNSHIP OF SANDYSTON

     WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston has determined that certain real property of the Township is not needed for public use; and

     WHEREAS, by virtue of the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13et seq., the municipality is authorized and empowered to sell such real property by open public sale at auction;

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex and State of New Jersey that the real property listed below shall be offered for sale by open public auction on Tuesday, November 15, 2011 at 7:30 pm at the Sandyston Township Municipal Building, 133 Route 645, Sandyston New Jersey:

Block 
1101
Lot
14


Route 206 South

Block
1101
Lot
16.01


Route 206

Block 
1404
Lot
7


Struble Road

Block
1703
Lot
2


Mountain Trail

Block 
1801
Lot 
15


Mountain Trail

Block
1801
Lot
20


Mountain Trail

The Township Committee will sell the above listed property subject to the following terms and conditions:

A. The Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston does hereby reserve the right to withdraw this offer to sell, or upon completion of the bidding, to accept or reject any or all bids for said property or to waive any informality in relation thereto.

B. A deposit by certified check, bank draft or cash of not less than 10 percent (10%) of the successful bid shall accompany said bid.

C. The Township of Sandyston does not warrant or certify title to the property, and in no event shall the Township of Sandyston be liable for any damages to the purchaser-successful bidder if title is found unmarketable for any reason; and the purchaser-successful bidder waives any and all rights in damages or by way of liens against the Township, the sole remedy being the right to receive a refund prior to closing of title of the deposit paid in the event title is found unmarketable.  It shall be the obligation of the purchaser-successful bidder to examine title to said premises prior to closing.  In the event of closing and a later finding of defect of title, the Township of Sandyston shall not be required to refund money or correct any defect in title or be held liable for damages.  Acceptance of any offer made shall constitute a binding agreement of sale, and the purchaser shall be deemed to comply with the terms and conditions of the sale herein contained.

D. A Bargain and Sale Deed without covenants will be delivered at the office of the Township Attorney, Christopher D. Quinn, Esq., One Main Street, PO Box 67, Newton, New Jersey 07860, on or before 45 days after the date of sale, at which time and place the balance of the purchase price shall be paid in cash or certified check.  The Mayor and Township Clerk are hereby authorized to execute said Deeds.

E. The deed of conveyance will be subject to all matters of record which may affect title herein and all matters which an accurate survey may reveal.

F. The property will be subject to 2011 taxes, pro rated from the date of closing.

G. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, any successful bid for real property which is less than the minimum size required for development under the municipal zoning ordinance and which is without any capital improvements thereon, shall be subject to the right to prior refusal to purchase such land of the owner or owners of any real property contiguous to such substandard lot.  Contiguous owners to said properties shall be advised that their right to prior refusal must be exercised at the auction during the period of time after bidding is closed on the property in which the right is to be exercised and before the next property is offered for sale.  If 2 or more contiguous property owners express and interest in the property during the aforesaid period, bidding shall commence between the contiguous property owners.  Contiguous property owners must therefore be present at the auction in order to exercise any rights referred to in the paragraph.

The public auction results are as follows:

· Block 
1101
Lot
14
Route 206 South
No Bids Received
· Block
1101
Lot
16.01
Route 206

No Bids Received

· Block 
1404
Lot
7
Struble Road
Mayor Harper asked for an opening bid on Block 1404 Lot 7 on Struble Road.  Mr. Daniel Potter (contiguous) made a bid of $500.  Mayor Harper made a motion to close the bidding on Block 1404 Lot 7, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.  The Committee reviewed the bid of $500 and asked for a bid of $1,000 representing 10% of the market value.  Mr. Potter agreed to the bid of $1,000.  Mayor Harper made a motion to close the bidding, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.  Mayor Harper asked if there were any other contiguous property owners present.   There were no other contiguous property owners present.
· Block 
1703
Lot
2
Mountain Trail
No Bids Received

· Block 
1801
Lot
15
Mountain Trail

Mayor Harper asked for an opening bid on Block 1801 Lot 15 on Mountain Trail.  Mr. Bryan Davids (contiguous) made a bid of $500.  Mayor Harper made a motion to close the bidding on Block 1801 Lot 15, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.  The Committee reviewed the bid of $500 and asked for a bid of $750 representing 10% of the market value.  Mr. Davids agreed to the bid of $750.  Mayor Harper made a motion to close the bidding, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.  Mayor Harper asked if there were any other contiguous property owners present.   There were no other contiguous property owners present.

· Block
1801
Lot
20
Mountain Trail
No Bids Received

Mayor Harper made a motion to close the Public Auction, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.  Mayor Harper thanked the public for their attendance.  
Minutes:  The Committee reviewed the Regular Meeting minutes of Tuesday, October 11, 2011. Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the minutes of Tuesday, October 11, 2011, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald.  Deputy Mayor Leppert abstained from voting as he was not present for the October 11, 2011 meeting.
Tax Collector Report:  The Tax Collector’s report for the month of October 2011 was presented with total receipts Month-to-Date of $542,901.77 and Year-to-Date of $4,429,809.41. Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the Tax Collector’s Report, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.  
Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer’s Report for the month of October 2011 was presented with a beginning balance of $348,221.54, total receipts of $663,712.63, and total disbursements of $394,307.36 with an ending balance of $617,626.81.  Mayor Harper stated General Capital Account now has a balance of $599,759.19,  Animal Control Escrow $31,397.23, Public Assist Escrow $3,522.21, Unemployment Escrow $21,339.45, COAH Trust $34,891.40 and the Small Cities Master $40,939.44 (Housing Rehab).  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.
Payment of Vouchers:  The Bills List for the month October 2011 was submitted for approval in the amount of $739,917.75.   Deputy Mayor Leppert made a motion to approve the bills list, seconded by Mayor Harper and unanimously carried.
Departmental Reports:
The Committee reviewed the departmental reports.
Old Business: 

Layton Post Office:  The Committee reviewed a proposal submitted by Tanzola Farm and Lawn for $490 to place a rock barrier along the parking area and re-mulch the grounds of the Layton Post Office.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the proposal submitted by Tanzola Farm & Lawn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.  
C.O.A.H. Update:   The Committee stated there has been no activity with COAH since the last meeting.
Green Acres Submission/Municipally Owned Property:    There has been no word from the State of New Jersey since the November 2009 Meeting regarding the proposal submitted by Louis Cherepy for the possible land swap with the State.  
Flatbrook Road:  There has been no word as to the maintenance on Flatbrook Road.   We received a complaint regarding damage to a vehicle from a pothole.  This claim was submitted to our insurance carrier.  I forwarded this complaint to Steve Ellis, Area Supervisor, and John Trontis of the State DEP and have had no response.  This was also submitted to Senator Oroho’s office with no word to date.
Recreation:  Deputy Mayor Leppert, Recreation Liaison, stated the Recreation Committee reviewed and discussed a report submitted by George Morville of Morville Insurance Agency prior to the Township Committee meeting.  Deputy Mayor Leppert stated Recreation has  implementing some of the suggestions by Mr. Morville regarding criminal back ground checks, the training of all coaches with basic first aid training, hold harmless agreement for officials and referees, bonding for the treasurer, and the code of conduct for officials/referees.  Deputy Mayor Leppert also stated they are working with the school regarding the matter of the janitor and payment for his requirement to be on premises for games and practices on Saturdays.   
Performance Bond:  The owner of the property of Block 702 Lot 12 has hired an engineer and appeared before the planning board on Monday, November 14, 2011 regarding this matter.  
Layton Post Office Taxes:  Mayor Harper stated we are in the process of amending the lease with the United States Postal Service to reflect a clearer procedure regarding the payment of the taxes for their portion of rented space.
Layton Local Circulation and Traffic Safety Improvement Study:  Mayor Harper stated on Tuesday, October 11, 2011 a final meeting was held to go over this study.  This study can now be used when applying for grants. 
New Business:
Application For Blue Light Permit Renewal: The Committee reviewed the renewal application for the Blue Light Permit of Charles Juckett.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve this renewal application, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.   
Use of Building Request:  The Committee reviewed a request from Autumn Ridge Pony Club for use of the meeting hall to hold a Tack Auction on Friday, December 2, 2011.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the request, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried. 
Use of Building Request:  Sandyston Seniors:  The Committee reviewed a request by the Sandyston Seniors to add an additional meeting date of the third Tuesday of each month for use of the meeting hall to play board/card games.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the request, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried. 

Use of Building Request:  The Committee reviewed a request by the Top O’Jersey Beef 4H Club (part of Rutgers Cooperative Extension) to use the meeting hall to assemble holiday wreaths.   The Certificate of Insurance is pending.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the request, pending receipt of the Certificate of Insurance, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried. 

Hepatitis B Vaccination Letter of Understanding for 2012:  The Committee reviewed the Hepatitis B. Vaccination Letter of Understanding for 2012, from the County of Sussex Public Health Nursing.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the Hepatitis B. Vaccination Letter of Understanding 2012, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.
Layton Post Office Grounds:  This was discussed during Old Business.

Resolutions:
SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP

R-62-2011

A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE PURCHASE OF ROAD SALT AND ROAD GRITS FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF SANDYSTON

WHEREAS, the County of Sussex advertised and received bids for road salt and road grits; and

WHEREAS, the  bids received allowed for vendors to extend their pricing to municipalities within the County of Sussex through a State regulated County Contract Purchasing System Identification Number CK03-SXC; and

WHEREAS, the following vendor was awarded a contract for road salt through the County Contract Purchasing System and the vendor has extended their pricing to municipalities, thereby affording the Township of Sandyston the opportunity of direct purchase without competitive bidding:


International Salt Co., Inc.


655 Northern Boulevard


Clark Summit, PA  18411

WHEREAS, the manufacturer has been awarded the County Contract at the price of $54.48 per tonnage of road salt, with such price good through May 31, 2012; and 

WHEREAS, the following vendor was awarded a contract for road grits through the County Contract Purchasing System and the vendor has extended their pricing to municipalities, thereby affording the Township of Sandyston the opportunity of direct purchase without competitive bidding:


284 Aggregates, LLC


10 Route 284


Wantage, NJ  07461

WHEREAS, the manufacturer has been awarded the County Contract at the price of $7.87 per tonnage of road salt, with such price good through May 31, 2012; and 

WHEREAS, the following vendor was awarded a contract for road grits through the County Contract Purchasing System and the vendor has extended their pricing to municipalities, thereby affording the Township of Sandyston the opportunity of direct purchase without competitive bidding:


North Church Gravel, Inc.


PO Box 235


Oak Ridge, NJ  07438

WHEREAS, the manufacturer has been awarded the County Contract at the price of $9.88 per tonnage of road salt, with such price good through May 31, 2012; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of Township of Sandyston does hereby approve the purchase of road salt from International Salt Co., Inc. at the Sussex County price of $54.48 per ton through May 31, 2011; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston does hereby approve the purchase of road grits from 284 Aggregates, LLC., at the Sussex County price of $7.87 per ton through May 31, 2011; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston does hereby approve the purchase of road grits from North Church Gravel, Inc., at the Sussex County price of $9.88 per ton through May 31, 2011.

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-62-2011, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.

SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP RESOLUTION 

R-63-2011

A RESOLUTION TO FIX A TIME AND DATE FOR THE ANNUAL REORGANIZATION MEETING

WHEREAS, the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey has a  Township Committee form of government; and 

WHEREAS, the members of the governing body are elected for terms commencing January 1; and 

WHEREAS, the governing body utilizes N.J.S.A. 40:45A-1 to fix the date and time of its annual reorganization meeting; and

WHEREAS, the Reorganization Meeting Agenda to be followed, more or less, by the Sandyston Township Committee is as listed below:

· Call to Order & Opening Statement

· Roll Call

· Flag Salute

· Certification of Election

· Oath of Office

· Nomination of Mayor

· Oath of Office for Mayor

· Nomination for Deputy Mayor

· Oath of Office for Deputy Mayor

· Oath of Office administered to other officials

· Adoption of Appropriate Resolutions with respect to appointment of Mayor and Deputy Mayor, adoption of 26.25% of the 2011 budget for the 2012 year, appointment of professionals, authority for tax assessor and municipal attorney to defend tax appeals and correct assessments, staff and board appointments, insurance fund, fix rate of interest for delinquent taxes, authority for tax collector to conduct annual tax sale, cancel all underpayments/overpayments $5.00 or less, schedule of annual meeting dates

· Adjournment

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, in compliance with the State of New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act P.L. 1975 C.231, publication of this document is to be considered official advance notice that the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex and State of New Jersey, will hold their annual Reorganization Meeting at 9:00 am on Monday, January 2, 2012, at the Sandyston Township Municipal Building meeting room, 133 Route 645, Sandyston, NJ  07826.
Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-63-2011, seconded Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP RESOLUTION 

R-64-2011

VOID

SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP RESOLUTION

R-65-2011

BUDGET TRANSFERS

WHEREAS, it appears certain amounts for specific purposes in the 2011 Municipal Budget have been expended in excess of the respective sums appropriated therefore; and 

WHEREAS, there appears to be insufficient funds in certain accounts to meet the demands thereon for the balance of the year; and

WHEREAS, there appears to be sufficient funds in other accounts to meet the demands thereon for the balance of the year.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-58 a portion of the surplus in the accounts hereafter mentioned are hereby transferred to the accounts deemed insufficient to meet current demands:

FROM: COMPUTER MAINT.
O/E

01-201-20-140-020

$  3,500.00

TO: MUNICIPAL CLERK

O/E

01-201-20-120-020

$  3,500.00

FROM: LIABILITY INS.

O/E

01-201-23-210-020

$16,868.00

TO: WORKERS COMP.

O/E

01-201-23-220-020

$16,868.00

FROM: ENGINEERING 

O/E

01-201-20-165-020

$10,000.00

TO: STREETS & ROADS 

O/E

01-201-26-290-020

$10,000.00

FROM: EMERGENCY MGMT
O/E

01-201-25-252-020

$     495.00

TO: 911 DISPATCH


O/E

01-201-25-250-020

$     495.00

FROM: PLANNING BD.

O/E

01-201-21-180-020

$10,000.00

TO: BLDGS & GROUNDS

O/E

01-201-26-310-020

$10,000.00

FROM: ANIMAL CONTROL
O/E

01-201-27-340-020

$     115.00

TO: ANIMAL CONTROL 

S/W

01-201-27-340-010

$     115.00

FROM: CONSTRUCTION

O/E

01-201-22-195-020

$  5,500.00

TO: CONSTRUCTION 

S/W

01-201-22-196-010

$  5,500.00

FROM: ADMIN & EXEC

O/E

01-201-20-100-020

$           .30

TO: MUNICIPAL CLERK

S/W

01-201-20-120-010

$           .30

FROM: EMERGENCY MGMT
O/E

01-201-25-252-020

$           .22

TO: EMERGENCY MGMT

S/W

01-201-25-252-010

$           .22

FROM: BD OF HEALTH

O/E

01-201-27-330-020

$           .54

TO: BD OF HEALTH

S/W

01-201-27-330-010

$           .54

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-65-2011, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Ordinance:

SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP

ORDINANCE 2011-09

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SANDYSTON, COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO AMEND CHAPTER 75 ENTITLED “FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION” 

WHEREAS, Chapter 75 of the Code of the Township of Sandyston entitled “Flood Damage Prevention” Contains provisions to guide the development and use of land affected by flood hazards; and

WHEREAS, there is a need to revise current Chapter 75 in response to correspondence from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) to continue participation in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP);

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of  Sandyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey that Chapter 75 entitled “Flood Damage Prevention” is hereby amended as follows:

ARTICLE II

DEFINITIONS

§75-5 Definitions and word usage.

FLOOD INSURANCE STUDY (FIS)
The official report provided in which the Federal Insurance Administration has provided flood profiles as well as the Flood Insurance Rate Map and the water surface elevation of the base flood. 

ARTICLE IV

ADMINISTRATION

E.  Interpretation of FIRM boundaries.   The Construction Official shall:

1. Make interpretations, where needed, as to the exact location of the boundaries of the areas of special flood hazards (for example, where there appears to be a conflict between a mapped boundary and actual field conditions).  The person contesting the location of the boundary shall be given a reasonable opportunity to appeal the interpretation as provided in Article IVA.
ARTICLE IVA

VARIANCE PROCEDURE
§75-14.1 Appeal Board.

C.
Those aggrieved by the decision of the Planning Board, or any taxpayer, may appeal such decision to the Superior Court of New Jersey.

D. 
 In passing upon such applications, the Planning Board shall consider all technical evaluations, all relevant factors, standards specified in other sections of this chapter and:

ARTICLE V

Provisions for Flood Hazard Reductions
§75-16 Specific standards.

A.  
Residential construction. 

1. New construction and the substantial improvement of any residential structure shall have the lowest floor (including basement) together with the attendant utilities and sanitary facilities, elevated at least one foot above the base flood elevation.

2. Within any AO zone on the municipality’s FIRM that all new construction and substantial improvement of any residential structure shall have the lowest floor, including basement, elevated above the highest adjacent grade at least as high as the depth number specified in feet (at least two feet if no depth number is specified).  And, require adequate drainage paths around structures on slopes to guide floodwaters around and away from proposed structures.

Section 2

Severability.  The various parts, sections and clauses of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable.  If any part, sentence, paragraph, section or clause is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this Ordinance shall not be affected thereby.

Section 3

Repealer.  Any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed as to their inconsistencies only.

Section 4

Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication as provided by law.

The Committee reviewed Ordinance 2011-09.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve introduction of Ordinance 2011-09, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.  Roll Call Vote followed:  Ayes: MacDonald, Leppert, Harper; Nays: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent:0  Mayor Harper stated this ordinance will have a public hearing on Tuesday, December 13, 2011 at 9:00 am, where any interested persons will have the opportunity to be heard.  

Correspondence:    The Committee reviewed the correspondence.   

The Committee reviewed a letter received from Hampton Township regarding a shared service with our construction department.  Mayor Harper asked the Clerk to set up a meeting to discuss this matter with Hampton Township.
The Committee reviewed a letter from Robert Pastor, Sandyston Township Tax Assessor, advising the Committee that the Newark YMCA will now be Farmland Assessed.
The Committee also reviewed several emails and letters regarding the Pre-Halloween Snow Storm/Power Outages.  Deputy Mayor Leppert commended Mayor Harper and township employees on their diligence and action during the power outages trying to help residents get their power restored.  Mayor Harper stated he would be on his way to the League of Municipalities after the meeting this evening to attend a meeting with JCP & L and the Board of Public Utilities.  

Mayor Harper asked Mr. Dutkus to come forward to discuss Emergency Management and fire department topics.

Stan Dutkus, Emergency Management:  Mr. Dutkus came forward and thanked Mayor Harper for his proactive work with regard to JCP & L making his voice heard to JCP & L.  Mr. Dutkus and the Committee discussed the storm damage and the procedures in place by JCP & L and how this emergency/power outage was handled.  Mr. Dutkus stated several residents have asked about using the municipal building as a warming station, a place to charge cell phones, use the facilities.  Mr. Dutkus stated if the municipal building suffers a power outage, the meeting hall is not on the generator.    Mr. Dutkus also discussed a recent meeting attended by himself and the Clerk with FEMA for Hurricane Lee submissions.

Stan Dutkus, President, STVFD:  Mr. Dutkus requested the Committee consider a request by the STVFD for two flood lights to be placed over the bay door behind the meeting hall with a timer.  Mayor Harper asked the Clerk to secure a quote for this request.  Mr. Dutkus also stated as of January 2013 we must narrow band our communications.   Mr. Dutkus asked the Committee to consider this expense in the 2012 budget.  Mayor Harper requested Mr. Dutkus secure a few quotes for review.   Mr. Dutkus advised the Committee the Santa Parade will be held Saturday, December 3, 2011.  Mr. Dutkus also advised the Committee there is a proposal to change the monthly meeting of the fire department to the first Tuesday of the month so as to not conflict with the township committee meetings.  Currently, this proposal is being reviewed by the department.

Open Meeting to Floor:      Mayor Harper made a motion to open the meeting to the public, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Glenn Hull, 168 Route 560, came forward and asked the Committee to also get in touch with the telephone company and ask them to continue to supply a dial tone during power outages to Hainesville and Layton.  Mr. Hull pointed out there was a chimney fire in Layton that could not call for 911.   Mr. Hull stated the township should demand the telephone company power these remotes with a generator.  Mr. Hull stated this was the previous procedure; however, the phone company seems to have dropped the program.  Mayor Harper added the poor maintenance of the wires and clearing of trees is a problem as well.  Mr. Hull stated the deregulation of the power company caused the decrease in maintenance and suggested sending letters to JCP & L and telephone company.  
Glenn Hull:  Alright, back to Old Mine Road.  Okay, you went and sought special counsel.

Mayor Harper:  We did.

Glenn Hull:  You came back at the last meeting and said you were told to say no comment.  Is that no comment about everything that you discussed and everything that I discussed?
Mayor Harper:  I will give you this.  We hired counsel to review this from start to finish.  This counsel went back and reviewed it to the day that we tried to, the first action we ever took [inaudible] and reviewed it. Reviewed every piece of correspondence, every piece of information he could get his hands on all the way up through present day.  He then completely briefed us in Executive Session.
Glenn Hull:  Pardon me?
Mayor Harper:  He completely briefed us in Executive Session.  At the close of that we were advised not to make anymore comment on this issue whatsoever.  
Glenn Hull:  So then as far as what I was asking the township to find out, did they find out?  No comment or what about Chris Quinn?
Mayor Harper:  We are advised to say no comment.  You heard my first thing.  Every aspect, every aspect was reviewed with a lengthily meeting.  We went through a lot of that stuff, but at the end of the day the consensus of the attorney and the board determined that our comment on this is no comment.  That is the advice that has been given to us and that is the action that we chose to be taken.
Glenn Hull:  Is the township going to retain Chris Quinn next year?
Mayor Harper:  All I can say is Mr. Quinn’s appointment comes up January 1, and it will be a matter of public record whether that appointment is made or not on our reorganization meeting on January 2, 2012.   That’s about all I can tell you.
Glenn Hull:  [inaudible] so you are not going to answer any questions I have presented to the board?  I mean, I was told that I own the moon and everything [inaudible].  So, do I still own the moon?
Mayor Harper:  No comment.
Glenn Hull:  Alright.  I guess I asked you this question.  In the September meeting, you stated Sandyston Township would seek advice if the town attorney had authority to sign the Seller’s Residency Certification/Exemption.  So, you’re not going to comment on that if he had authority to do it or not?
Mayor Harper:  No comment.

Glenn Hull: Okay.  You said you were not going to try to sweep this under the rug.  Are you sweeping it under the rug?

Mayor Harper:  No comment.

Glenn Hull:  Okay.  What was the cost of this special attorney?

Mayor Harper:   That’s a matter of public record.  Was that in the bills list?

Clerk:  That was in last month’s, but Betsy can get that.

Mayor Harper:  That will be a matter of public record when we get it.  I don’t think we have gotten a bill.

Clerk:  No, we paid for it last month.

Mayor Harper:  Did we pay for it then, so it was in last month’s vouchers.  We will let you know that.

Glenn Hull:  Is that a one shot deal?

Mayor Harper:  Yes, at this point there is no further counsel being sought on this at this point.

Glenn Hull:  At this point.

Mayor Harper:  That is not to say in a development we may vote to retain him.
Glenn Hull:  Did this special counsel tell you anything about Seller’s Residency Certification/Exemption is necessary to record a deed?

Mayor Harper:  No comment.

Glenn Hull:  Okay.  Have you tried to find out if that was necessary?

Mayor Harper:  No comment.

Glenn Hull:  Okay.  [Inaudible] Okay.  I would like to read this for the record.  Since the committee has decided to tell me no comment as per outside counsel, I wish to comment.  In 1993, Sandyston Township instructed the township attorney, Chris Quinn, to write a letter to Cy Harker stating that he, Cy Harker, is the owner of his section of the Old Mine Road and asked Mr. Harker to sign the road over to the US by deed.  In October of 2007, my son, Matthew Hull, called you, Mayor George Harper, and asked you, George, if the town felt that he and his brother, Aaron, who now own Harker’s property own the road.  George, you told Matt give me a couple days.  You came back with your answer a couple days later, yes you own the road.  You may take it.  Okay, in January 2011, at the Sandyston Township Planning Board meeting the board stated that my sons owned that section of Old Mine Road and they had to pay for a variance because it is a private road owned by them.  Sandyston Township has maintained since 1993 [inaudible] that my sons own that road.  Okay.  Inactions of the town attorney were brought to the  committee in August 2009, I brought them to you, stating that he signed a Seller’s Residency Certification/Exemption stating that you still owned the road and he was a part owner by him signing that.  So, the township committee has taken an oath to uphold the law.  In the case with my sons, the township committee has violated my son’s right to equal protection of a law like this on its inaction.  Thank you, that’s all I have to say.  No comment yet?
Mayor Harper:  On the advice of counsel, no comment.

Glenn Hull:   So you will not do anything about Chris Quinn’s action?

Mayor Harper:  That’s not what we said, we said no comment.

Glenn Hull:  You won’t go to the Prosecutor as I asked you?

Mayor Harper:  No Comment.

Glenn Hull:  Pardon me?

Mayor Harper:  No Comment.

Glenn Hull:  Okay.  Alright.  Thank you.

Patte Haggerty Frato, 3 Strong Lane & President of the Sandyston Township Historical Society came forward and advised the committee there has been interest in acquiring a historic marker for the Village of Layton.  This marker would need to be placed at an accessible location in Layton.  Mrs. Frato asked if the Layton Post Office, owned by the Township, would be amenable to the Township Committee.  The Committee felt a historic marker would be a nice addition to the grounds of the Layton Post Office.  Mayor Harper suggested contacting the Layton Post Office and make sure they are okay with the idea.
Stan Dutkus, Emergency Management, came forward and stated in the past John Kline was hired by the phone company during power outages to provide a generator to the concentrator of the telephone lines.  Mr. Dutkus stated Reverse 911 will not work properly if the phone lines are not generated.

Mayor Harper answered Mr. Glenn Hull’s question that the legal fees for the special counsel was $390.  Mr. Hull stated that the Township Committee could have saved the taxpayers that money by going to the Prosecutor and making the statement that the Township did not authorize him to sign that.  Mayor Harper stated no comment.
Betsy Pinzone, 2 South Trail, Kittatinny Lake, came forward to thank the Township Committee for their concern and efforts during the recent power outage.  Mrs. Pinzone stated it was very good to know that someone was constantly checking and communicating as much as they did with JCP & L, as it was very frustrating for everyone.  

There being no further comment from the public, Mayor Harper made a motion to close the public portion of the meeting, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.

Executive Session:  At 8:25 pm, Mayor Harper read the following resolution and made a motion to enter executive session, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried. Mayor Harper read the Executive Session Resolution into the record.   Mayor Harper informed the public present there would be no further business after the conclusion of Executive Session.
Township of Sandyston

Resolution Authorizing Executive Session

WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L. 1975 Chapter 231 permits the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BET IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex, and State of New Jersey as follows:

a. Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4012(b) the public shall be excluded from discussion of an action upon the hereinafter specified subject matter(s):

Matters relating to employment relationship pursuant to NJSA 10:4-12(b)(8).  

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, it is anticipated that the deliberation conducted in closed session may be disclosed to the public upon the determination of the Sandyston Township Committee that the public interest will no longer be served by such confidentiality and if not then legally privileged.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

At 8:29 pm the Committee exited executive session.

Coming Up:

Next Meeting:



Tuesday, December 13, 2011 at 9:00 am
Recreation Meeting:


Tuesday, December 20, 2011 at 6:30 pm



Planning Board:


Monday, December 5, 2011 at 7:00 pm


Seniors Meeting:


Tuesday, December 6, 2011 at 12:00 pm  @ 









Lafayette House
Adjournment:  Mayor Harper made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 pm, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Respectfully submitted,


Amanda F. Lobban, RMC
Municipal Clerk 
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