Sandyston Township Committee

MINUTES

October 13, 2009
This meeting was opened and called to order at 9:00 am by Mayor Harper who stated this meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, having been duly advertised.

Please be advised there was no audio recording for this meeting.

Roll Call

The clerk was asked to call the roll. Present were: Deputy Mayor William Leppert, Committeeman Fred MacDonald and Mayor George Harper. 
Also in attendance:  Tom and Nan Horsfield, Joseph Pinzone, Alan Delea, Road Foreman, Raj Sinha, Thomas Brackney and Stan Dutkus
The Mayor invited all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Minutes:  The Committee reviewed the regular minutes of September 8, 2009.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.
Tax Collector Report:  The Tax Collector’s report for the Month of September 2009 was presented with total receipts Month-to-Date of $98,071.19 and Year-to-Date of $3,671,792.37. Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the Tax Collector’s Report report, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried. 
Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer’s Report for the Month of September 2009 was presented with a beginning balance of $623,078.87, total receipts of $175,172.18, total disbursements of $406,627.71.  Mayor Harper noted the General Capital Account with a balance of $1,009,558.44, Sinking Fund $468,528.23 of which is scheduled to pay off our building in ten years at the bond anniversary rather than 15 years, Animal Control Escrow $21,920.39, Public Assist Escrow $3,512.25, Unemployment Escrow $27,650.05, and COAH Trust $23,125.56.  The Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried.
Payment of Vouchers:  The Bill List for the month of September 2009 was submitted for approval in the amount of $350,544.23.  Committeeman MacDonald noted the bill for Up & Above Roofing was for $1,862.40, when the quote was for $1,800.  The Clerk explained that the contact had a clause if in their judgment they felt any plywood was in need of replacing, they would replace it.  They did replace a section of plywood, which accounts for the additional $62.40.   Mayor Harper asked Mr. Dutkus if the fire department was pleased with the work performed by Up & Above Roofing.  Mr. Dutkus stated the fire department was pleased with the work performed.  Deputy Mayor Leppert made a motion to approve payment of the vouchers, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Departmental Reports: 
Mayor Harper asked Mr. Delea to comment on the work which was completed at the Layton Post Office.  Mr. Delea stated concrete flooring has been completed at the Layton Post Office.  Mayor Harper asked Mr. Delea if he was happy with the outcome.  Mr. Delea believed the work was sufficient.  Mayor Harper noted in the time sheets that Mr. Haggerty noted the closing of Wells Tobacco and asked what the ramifications are of that statement.  Mr. Delea stated he would ask Mr. Haggerty why that was in his road report.   Mayor Harper asked if the closing of Wells Tobacco means we need to find another place to purchase supplies.  Mr. Delea stated in fact, yes, we have found another supplier for the supplies normally purchased at Wells Tobacco.  Mayor Harper asked Mr. Delea about the road department budget and if there is anything Mr. Delea needed to discuss.  Mr. Delea felt that the Road Department is in good form for winter.   Mr. Delea has noted several prices for salt and grit and feels he has found a good price for those purchases.   Mayor Harper asked how we are doing at Kittatinny Lake with the roads.  Mr. Pinzone stated that he and Mr. Delea took a tour of the lake roads and have noted one problem which they will be sending a letter to the homeowner requesting help in rectifying the matter.  
Old Business: 
Layton Post Office:  Mr. Sinha stated he has tried several times to find a time to get a representative from Rutgers to meet with members of the Township Committee and has not found an agreeable time.   Mayor Harper stated he would be available next Tuesday evening (10/20) or Wednesday morning (10/21).   Mayor Harper penciled in Tuesday, October 20, 2009 as a tentative meeting with the representative from Rutgers.  Mayor Harper asked about the handicapped parking and if we had the stencils for the handicapped parking.  Mr. Delea stated we do have the stencils.  Mayor Harper stated we would leave the scheduling of the re-stenciling on the handicapped parking area at he Layton Post Office to Mr. Delea’s discretion.
C.O.A.H. Update:
Mayor Harper stated Sandyston Township has been recommended for approval of Sandyston Township’s petition for third round substantive certification.   Mayor Harper also noted the verbal securing of two properties in Sandyston Township slated for purchase by Sandyston Township.   These two properties will then be sold to Deacon Homes who will construct the homes and these properties will be eventually leased to Willow Glen Academy.  The first property is owned by Thomas and Bonnie Brackney and located on Volker Lane in the amount of $70,000 and a second property owned by Ms. Deborah Struller and located at 120 Route 645 in the amount of $50,000.  Mayor Harper stated that upon the verbal agreement by Mr. Brackney and Ms. Struller, a contract maybe drawn by our attorney to begin the process.  Mayor Harper also noted the need for a Road Maintenance Agreement.
Green Acres Submission/Sale of Township-owned Property:   After a lengthy discussion regarding the Township-owned property Block 1709 Lot 36 and Block 1709 Lot 29, the Committee decided to hold off on selling to adjacent property owners and/or selling to Green Acres.  The discussion involved Mr.  Bob Pastor, Tax Assessor.  The Committee weighed the options of selling the Township-owned properties and putting the properties on the tax rolls, selling the properties to Green Acres, or possibly trading property with the State of New Jersey for favorable lots to be used for C.O.A.H.   The Committee decided to have Mr. Lou Cherepy, Planning Board  and C.O.A.H. Advisory Board Member review all the Township-owned properties and determine what the best course of action is with regard to Green Acres/C.O.A.H. for Sandyston Township.
Flatbrook Road:  The Clerk stated we have received no word from our Legislators or the DEP.
Tax Title Lien Foreclosure:  The Clerk stated the Township Attorney has been working with the Tax Collector on this matter and is progressing.
Recreation Storage Shed:
Deputy Mayor Leppert, Recreation Liaison stated Recreation would like to put up a storage shed near the baseball field.  They are still working on what size they would like and the proper place to put the shed in the spring.  
New Business:

Resignation of Plumbing Inspector:  The Committee accepted the resignation of the plumbing inspector, Joseph Grossi, as of October 7, 2009.  An advertisement has been placed in the newspaper asking for resumes to be submitted by Friday, October 16, 2009.  
Zitone Construction & Supply Bond:     Zitone Construction has requested the return of Bond #13 BCSBB3543, as Colin’s Apple Pit has been sold.  The request was sent to Harold E. Pellow & Associates, Inc., who performed an inspection of the premises and it was determined the work has not  been completed.  The Committee reviewed the report and requested a copy be sent to our attorney for review, as well as a copy to be sent to Zitone Construction.

Application for Off-Premise 50/50 Raffle #2009-09:  The Committee reviewed an application submitted by the Sandyston Township Volunteer Fire Department for an off- premise 50/50 raffle to be held on Tuesday, December 15, 2009 at the Sandyston Township Fire House.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve application #2009-09, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Use of Building Requests:

The Committee reviewed the Use of Building application requested by the Autumn Ridge Pony Club for Friday, October 23, 2009 from 3:00 pm to 11:00 pm. Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the Use of Building request, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried. 

Correspondence:  The Committee reviewed the correspondence.    Mayor Harper stated he was pleased to see the letters from Mr. John Donahue of the National Park Service regarding the Special Use Permits in effect along the Old Mine Road.   Mayor Harper asked if the Tax Collector had followed up with the Special Use Permit holders with regard to the taxes due.  The Clerk informed the Committee that the Tax Collector and the Township Attorney have been working on that matter.  Mayor Harper also questioned the correspondence regarding M & G Labs.
Resolutions:
SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP RESOLUTION

R-49-2009

A RESOLUTION TO REDEEM TAX SALE CERTIFICATE 2009-06

WHEREAS, Jessica M. Caruso, Tax Collector, has received $5,255.28 for the redemption of Tax Sale Certificate 2009-06 on Block 801 Lot 9 and is requesting that $5,255.28 be refunded to the lien holder, Stuart Lasher, PO Box 83, Milltown, New Jersey 08850; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey to authorize the Tax Collector to refund $5,255.28 for the redemption of Tax Sale Certificate 2009-06 on Block 801 Lot 9 to the lien holder Stuart Lasher, PO Box 83, Milltown, NJ  08850.

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve Resolution R-49-2009, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried

SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP RESOLUTION

R-50-09

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION FOR THE MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE GRANT FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2010


WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey recognizes that the abuse of alcohol and drugs is a serious problem in our society amongst persons of all ages; and


WHEREAS, the Township Committee further recognizes that it is incumbent upon not only public officials but upon the entire community to take action to prevent such abuses in our community; and


WHEREAS, the Township Committee has applied for funding to the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse through the County of Sussex; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey hereby recognizes the following:

1. The Township Committee does hereby authorize submission of an application for the Municipal Alliance grant for calendar year 2010 in the amount of $7,564.00 from Drug Enforcement Demand Reduction  (DEDR) funds

2. The Township Committee is acting as the lead agency for a consortium that is comprised of the municipalities of Sandyston, Walpack and Montague.

3. The Township Committee acknowledges the terms and conditions for administering the Municipal Alliance grant, including the administrative compliance and audit requirements.

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve Resolution R-50-2009, seconded by Deputy Mayor Leppert and unanimously carried

SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP RESOLUTION

R-51-2009

WHEREAS, there exists a need in the Township of Sandyston for Professional Services; and 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contract Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the Resolution hiring a professional for professional services without competitive bids must be publicly advertised; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston as follows: 

That the following contract has been awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1) (a) of the Local Public Contract Law because the services rendered or to be performed are by persons authorized by law to practice their profession: 

· Space Wild Animal Farm at a rate of $45 per carcass payable monthly;

· Said contract shall expire on October 13, 2010; 

· Copies of this Professional Service Contract are on file with the Municipal Clerk and are available there for public inspection;

· This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve Resolution R-51-2009, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried

SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP RESOLUTION

R-52-2009

A RESOLUTION FOR THE DONATION OF A GENEALOGICAL COLLECTION

This agreement made this October 13, 2009, between Thomas Horsfield and Nan Horsfield, 172 Stillwater Road, Hardwick, NJ  07825, the Township of Sandyston and the Sandyston Township Historical Society, 133 Route 645, Sandyston, NJ  07826, for the donation of a genealogical collection, including but not limited to:

· Approximately 40 research books

· Approximately 24 loose-leaf binders containing special interests such as ferries, lime kilns, camps, ice, bridges, schools, water, etc.

· Approximately 82 loose-leaf binders regarding local towns in both counties

· Approximately 182 claps binders filled with additional special interests such as outhouses, creameries, slaves, slate businesses, etc.

· Name files organized in alphabetical order containing newspaper clippings, genealogy charts, history, pictures, etc.

· Two file cabinets containing cemetery lists and data.

· A postcard collection stored in eight index card boxes

· A small video collection of local areas and moves produced in the area.

· 50 loose-leaf binders concerning the personal genealogy of the Hursh Family and the Spangenberg/burg Family who arrived from Germany in 1753.  

· 13 loose-leaf binders concerning the personal genealogy of the Horsfield Family arriving in the U.S.A. and settling in Bevans.

Upon the death or discretion of Mrs. Nan Horsfield, this entire collection will be donated to the Sandyston Township Historical Society with the following stipulations:

1. This collection shall be titled:  The Nan Horsfield Archives
2. The Township of Sandyston is in agreement to house The Nan Horsfield Archives in the Sandyston Township Municipal Building and this collection will always remain in the Sandyston Township Municipal Building.

3. Upon the delivery of The Nan Horsfield Archives there will be an itemized account of all the material donated.

4. The Nan Horsfield Archives will be the property of the Sandyston Township Historical Society, Inc.

5. The contents of The Nan Horsfield Archives must never leave the Sandyston Township Municipal Building; however, unlimited copies may be made from the folders, binders and research books.

6. The Nan Horsfield Archvies cannot be added to or altered in any way.

7. Upon such time the Sandyston Township Historical Society, Inc., does not want The Nan Horsfield Archives or the Sandyston Township Historical Society, Inc., dissolves, the Sandyston Township Historical Society, Inc., will notify the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston and this The Nan Horsfield Archives is to be donated to the Archives at Rutgers University.

8. If these requirements are not continued as originally written, the heirs of the Estate of Nan Horsfield have the right to re-donate The Nan Horsfield Archives to the Archives at Rutgers University.

The Committee thanked Mr. and Mrs. Horsfield for their generous donation.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve Resolution R-52-2009, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried

Open Meeting to Floor:  Mayor Harper made a motion to open the meeting to the floor, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.  
Mr. Stan Dutkus, President of the Sandyston Township Volunteer Fire Department, thanked the Township Committee for replacing the portion of the roof on the Layton Fire House.
Mr. Stan Dutkus, Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator, informed the Committee of a new program called “Ready Register”.  “Ready Register” is a NJ Special Needs registry where people with special needs can register via internet or by phone and in the event of an emergency can receive help.  This program is designed to help emergency responders locate and safely evacuate and/or help people who could find it difficult to help themselves in the event of an emergency.  Mr. Dutkus stated that shortly he will receive information on how to set up this registry and the Clerk and Deputy Clerk will be trained to assist the Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator.
Deputy Mayor Leppert congratulated the Sandyston Township Volunteer Fire Department on their performance at the Sussex County Fireman’s Parade held in Hamburg.  Sandyston received a 1st Place trophy for Best Appearing Small Company and a 2nd Place Trophy for Best Appearing Engine 8-16 years.  
Adjournment:  Deputy Mayor Leppert made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mayor Harper and unanimously carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:52 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Amanda F. Lobban
Acting Municipal Clerk  
