 Sandyston Township 

Minutes
September 14, 2010
This meeting was opened and called to order at 9:00 am by Mayor Harper who stated this meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, having been duly advertised.

Roll Call

The clerk was asked to call the roll. Present were: Committeeman MacDonald and Mayor George Harper. 
Absent:  Deputy Mayor Leppert
Also in attendance:  Elizabeth Pinzone, Deputy Clerk; Jessica M. Caruso, Tax Collector; Jackie Waldron, Jay Oliphant, Alan Shook
The Mayor invited all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Minutes:  The Committee reviewed the Special Meeting minutes of Tuesday, July 20, 2010 and the Regular Meeting minutes of Tuesday, August 17, 2010.  Committeeman MacDonald made a motion to approve the Special Meeting minutes of Tuesday, July 20, 2010, seconded by Mayor Harper and unanimously carried.  Mayor Harper made a motion to table the Regular Meeting minutes of Tuesday, August 17, 2010, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried. The Regular Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, August 17, 2010 will be tabled to the October 12, 2010 meeting. 
Tax Collector Report:  The Tax Collector’s report for the month of August 2010 was presented with total receipts Month-to-Date of $600,795.89 and Year-to-Date of $3,163,700.02. Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the Tax Collector’s Report, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried. 
Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer’s Report for the month of August 2010 was presented with a beginning balance of $24,445.61, total receipts of $683,575.52, and total disbursements of $609,285.03 with an ending balance of $98,763.10.  Mayor Harper noted the General Capital Account with a balance of $1,008,780.09, Sinking Fund $542,000.00 plus interest, Animal Control Escrow $26,605.22, Public Assist Escrow $3,518.84, Unemployment Escrow $20,466.41, COAH Trust $29,706.35 and the Small Cities Master $40,257.32 (Housing Rehab).  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Payment of Vouchers:  The Bill List for the month of August 2010 was submitted for approval in the amount of $500,776.66.  Committeeman MacDonald made a motion to approve the payment of bills, seconded by Mayor Harper and unanimously carried.  
Departmental Reports: The Committee reviewed the Departmental Reports.  Mayor Harper noted the DPW Garage Floor is slated to be replaced starting Monday, September 20, 2010.
Old Business: 

Layton Post Office:  Mayor Harper stated the Bike Rack and Bench will be installed at a future date.  

C.O.A.H. Update:   There is no update at this time.
Green Acres Submission/Municipally Owned Property:    There has been no word since the November 2009 Meeting regarding the proposal submitted by Louis Cherepy for the possible land swap with the State.
Flatbrook Road:  The Clerk stated she received a phone call this morning from Steve Ellis, Parks Regional Superintendent North Region, who stated he had an idea and wanted to talk.  The Clerk stated she was hoping to hear from Mr. Ellis before the meeting, but that call did not come through.  The Clerk stated she would call Mr. Ellis after the meeting.
Tax Title Lien Foreclosure:   The foreclosures should be nearing completion.  
P-13 Bridge Replacement/Warning Light:  
Hotalen Road – Section II:  Mayor Harper asked if the Hotalen Road job started on Monday, September 13, 2010.  The Clerk stated it did not start as of yet.
New Business:
CBT Funded Projects in Sussex County:  The Committee reviewed the CBT Funded Projects in Sussex County.  Mayor Harper requested this discussion be put on hold until Mr. Cherepy is feeling better. 
Application for Blue Light Permit: The Committee reviewed the application for Blue Light Permit for Scott Lombardi.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve this application, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Resolutions:
SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP RESOLUTION

R-61-2010

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION FOR THE MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE GRANT FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2011


WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey recognizes that the abuse of alcohol and drugs is a serious problem in our society amongst persons of all ages; and


WHEREAS, the Township Committee further recognizes that it is incumbent upon not only public officials but upon the entire community to take action to prevent such abuses in our community; and


WHEREAS, the Township Committee has applied for funding to the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse through the County of Sussex; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey hereby recognizes the following:

1. The Township Committee does hereby authorize submission of an application for the Municipal Alliance grant for calendar year 2011 in the amount of $7,564.00 from Drug Enforcement Demand Reduction  (DEDR) funds

2. The Township Committee is acting as the lead agency for a consortium that is comprised of the municipalities of Sandyston, Walpack and Montague.

3. The Township Committee acknowledges the terms and conditions for administering the Municipal Alliance grant, including the administrative compliance and audit requirements.

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-61-2010, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.

SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP

R-62-2010

RESOLUTION TO RESCIND INTEREST 

WHEREAS, the Layton Post Office relocated at the end of 2009; and 

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector did not receive several 4th quarter tax payments per the attached list due to the relocation of the Post Office; and

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector deems these amounts to be uncollectible due to the circumstances; and

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Sandyston Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, Sussex County, State of New Jersey that the interest charged on the 4th quarter taxes per the attached list be rescinded.



Block 1301 Lot 13.03 QFARM
           $  5.48



Block 1105 Lot 7.08



 10.43



Block 1602 Lot 24



 20.33



Block 2301 Lot 8



   7.54



Block 2301 Lot 18



 26.36

Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-62-2010, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.

SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP

R-63-2010

RESOLUTION TO ADJUST 2010 BILLING ON BLOCK 3003 LOT 1, BLOCK 703 LOT 1.07 AND BLOCK 1203 LOT 4

WHEREAS, per the attached list, successful appeals were awarded to reduce the taxes billed on these parcels in 2009; and 

WHEREAS, the reduced assessed values due to the tax appeals were never entered into the 2010 tax duplicate; and

WHEREAS, the 2010 final tax rate has been struck and the billing on these parcels still reflect the  2009 assessed value prior to appeal; and

WHEREAS, the 2010 Net Valuation Taxable includes the assessed value prior to appeal and the Township is responsible for the uncollectible portion of taxes due to the County Purpose, Health, Library, Open Space and Regional Schools in the amount of $3,266.06; and

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector is caused to adjust the billing on theses parcels to reflect the correct assessed value and reduce the amount of taxes to be collected in the amount of $3,628.95; and

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Sandyston Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, Sussex County, State of New Jersey to cancel the billing in the 2010 Tax Duplicate per the attached list as a result of the error.

  





To be cancelled
County & School amount


Block 3003 Lot 1
           
$     372.20


 $     334.98



Block 703 Lot 1.07

       372.20


        334.98



Block 1203 Lot 4

    2,884.55


     2,596.10






$  3,628.95


$   3,266.06

The Committee reviewed R-63-2010 with the Tax Collector, Jessica M. Caruso.  Mrs. Caruso explained that this resolution is for the reduction is $195,000 in taxes that are being cancelled due to the assessed value, which is $3,628.95.  Mrs. Caruso stated the wording of this Resolution is confusing and will reword the Resolution.  Mayor Harper stated the number that the Committee is concerned with is $3,628.95.  Mayor Harper made a motion to amend R-63-2010, removing the amounts listed for the County and School amount, with a total of taxes to be rescinded being $3,628.95, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.  

SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP

R-63-2010

RESOLUTION TO ADJUST 2010 BILLING ON BLOCK 3003 LOT 1, BLOCK 703 LOT 1.07 AND BLOCK 1203 LOT 4

WHEREAS, per the attached list, successful appeals were awarded to reduce the taxes billed on these parcels in 2009; and 

WHEREAS, the reduced assessed values due to the tax appeals were never entered into the 2010 tax duplicate; and

WHEREAS, the 2010 final tax rate has been struck and the billing on these parcels still reflect the  2009 assessed value prior to appeal; and

WHEREAS, the 2010 Net Valuation Taxable includes the assessed value prior to appeal and the Township is responsible for the uncollectible portion of taxes due to the County Purpose, Health, Library, Open Space and Regional Schools in the amount of $3,266.06; and

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector is caused to adjust the billing on theses parcels to reflect the correct assessed value and reduce the amount of taxes to be collected in the amount of $3,628.95; and

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Sandyston Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, Sussex County, State of New Jersey to cancel the billing in the 2010 Tax Duplicate per the attached list as a result of the error.

  





To be cancelled




Block 3003 Lot 1
           
$     372.20


 



Block 703 Lot 1.07

       372.20





Block 1203 Lot 4

    2,884.55









$  3,628.95



Mayor Harper made a motion to approve R-63-2010 with those corrections, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.

Ordinances:

SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP

2010-08

ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $27,999.00 CURRENTLY LOCATED WITHIN THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SANDYSTON FOR THE PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS TO THE SANDYSTON TOWNSHIP DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING

WHEREAS, there is currently the sum of $27,999.00 in the Capital Improvement Fund; and

WHEREAS, it is deemed appropriate to make use of the $27,999.00 for the proposed improvements to the Sandyston Township Department of Public Works Building; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by Township Committee of the Township of Sandyston, County of Sussex and State of New Jersey, that

SECTION 1:
There is hereby appropriated from the Capital Improvement Fund of the Township of Sandyston the sum of $27,999.00 for the proposed improvements to the Sandyston Township Department of Public Works Building.

SECTION 2:
All ordinances or parts of ordinances, which are inconsistent with the terms of this Ordinance, be and the same are hereby repealed to the extent of their inconsistency.

SECTION 3:
This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon proper passage and publication in accordance with the law.

Mayor Harper made a motion to open Ordinance 2010-08 to the public for public hearing, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.  There being no comment from the public, Mayor Harper made a motion to close the meeting to the public for public hearing, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.  Mayor Harper made a motion to approve Ordinance 2010-08, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.  Roll Call Vote followed:  Ayes: MacDonald, Harper; Nays: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent:  Leppert
Correspondence:  Mayor Harper noted a letter received from Janina A. Wycalek of Walpack.  In the letter, Ms. Wycalek requests recommendations for people from Sandyston who would be willing to serve with Friends of the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area”.  Mayor Harper suggested putting this on the website as he did not have any recommendations at this time.
The Committee reviewed the letter from Ms. Lori Grifa, Commissioner of the Department of Community affairs.  This letter requested the Township of Sandyston fill out a “Best Practices” questionnaire which is due to the Department of Community Affairs no later than October 1, 2010.

Mayor Harper reviewed the letter from the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area advising the McDade Recreational Trail is to be dedicated on September 25, 2010, and encouraged people to visit this area as it has many trails to bike or hike.

The Clerk noted the letter from New Jersey State League of Municipalities congratulating Mayor Harper on his nomination into the Mayors Hall of Fame for his years of service as Mayor of Sandyston Township.

Open Meeting to Floor:  Mayor Harper made a motion to open the meeting to the floor seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.
The Mayor welcomed Jay Oliphant, President of the Dingman’s Bridge.  Mr. Oliphan stated he was in the area doing maintenance on the Dingman’s Bridge and wanted to check in with the Township to see how things were going.  Mayor Harper stated the Township received several complaints about the traffic being detoured on Ridge Road.  Looking at the situation now, the Township should have gone against the Federal Park for the detour of traffic along the Old Mine Road.  Mr. Oliphant stated the Dingman’s Bridge closed promptly Sunday night, September 12, 2010, at 11:00 pm and is scheduled to open at midnight on Friday, September 17, 2010, unless the P-13 Bridge in Layton opens early.  Mr. Oliphant asked if the P-13 Bridge is open on Friday, if the Township Committee minded if the Dingman’s Bridge opened Friday at 4:00 pm.  Mayor Harper stated that he would appreciate it if the Dingman’s Bridge would wait until after rush hour unless the contractor is done with construction before Friday – then he felt the decision to open was up to the Dingman’s Bridge.  Mayor Harper noted the Contractor’s are unbelievably dedicated and undeterred in their quest to finish the bridge.  Mayor Harper stated it is his understanding that no one anticipated or put on the plans that Zitone Construction had put a six inch matted deck on the bridge in 1990.  The way the Contractor was going to demolish the bridge fell apart when they began the process.  The Contractor did have the misfortune of the bridge falling in the water, but he did clean up the job quickly.  The alternative was to stop the job, close the job for months and reassess the job or do what they did and get it done.  Mayor Harper added he is aware that Mr. and Mrs. Hartmann are upset with the destruction of their property and they might have a claim against the County for damages.   Mrs. Jackie Waldron added that for future projects the County may want to have better security in place to keep people that should not be near the construction zone away from the work being done.    There was no caution tape and no barricades in place to keep the public back.  Mayor Harper stated he received a phone call from Mr. Frank Gallo who was upset with the Contractor who was using his property as a staging ground and no one had spoke to him or asked for permission. Mrs. Waldron stated that problem seems to be alleviated as an employee with the County worked with Mr. Gallo and the Contractor to smooth the problem over.  Mayor Harper also stated he received several complaints that the Contractor had knocked the bridge down in the stream and had his machine in the stream.  Mrs. Waldron added the Contractor didn’t knock the bridge down in the stream.  During the demolition, the bridge collapsed in the stream and they did a great job cleaning up the debris.   The Clerk added the large pile of debris and the rebar/concrete pile has been removed.  Committeeman MacDonald added we will have a beautiful bridge when it is done.  

The Clerk talked to the Committee about having a “Holiday Giving Tree” at the Municipal Building sponsored by the Sandyston Township Historical Society.  During the holiday season, the nurse at Sandyston-Walpack School finds herself inundated with good will gestures for families within Sandyston Township who need help.  The Clerk came up with an idea of having a “Holiday Giving Tree” where residents could donate gift cards from local or department stores.  They bring the gift cards to the Town Hall and fill out a heart adding their family name and put it on the tree.  The gift cards will then be given to the nurse at Sandyston-Walpack School.  The Clerk explained that in the past, various donations have been made to the nurse for families within the school who need help.  The problem is anonymity of the families involved.  Many times the nurse must have families pick up the donations during the day and the families run the risk of being seen.  By running the program through the Town Hall and through the Sandyston Township Historical Society, it takes the pressure off the school nurse and gets the Township involved.  By asking for gift cards, the families can pick up an envelope in the office and it does not draw attention.  We can adjust this program as we get going to help families in need within Sandyston Township.  The Clerk stated she talked to the nurse and the Superintendent and they felt it was a great idea.  Committeeman MacDonald stated he felt it was a great idea because every year he tries to find a local charity to make a donation.  The Clerk hoped the NJ Herald would be able to do an article about the project and try to time the advertisement during November 1, 2010 tax payments where people will be visiting the Municipal Building.  The Clerk added we receive several phone calls from residents who would like to make a donation to help local families and we often refer them to the nurse at the school.  Both Mayor Harper and Committeeman MacDonald agreed to allow the Sandyston Township Historical Society use the Municipal Building for the “Holiday Giving Tree”.  Mrs. Jackie Waldron added she did a similar program with the Girl Scouts and she learned there are less than six families in Sandyston Township that need help around the holidays.  Mayor Harper made a motion to close the public portion of the meeting, seconded by Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.
Coming Up:
P-13 Bridge:

In Progress



Hotalen Road:

On or about Monday, September 13, 2010



DPW Bldg:

Monday, September 20, 2010



Tire Day:

Saturday, September 25, 2010 9:00 am to 1:00 pm



Bevans Dedication:
Sunday, October 3, 2010 



Free Rabies Clinic
Saturday, October 9, 2010 10:00 am to 12:00 pm



Flu Clinic:

Monday, November 1, 2010 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm



Next Meeting:

Tuesday, October 12, 2010 at 7:30 pm

Adjournment:  Mayor Harper made a motion to adjourn at 9:42 am, seconded Committeeman MacDonald and unanimously carried.  

Respectfully submitted,

Amanda F. Lobban, RMC
Municipal Clerk 
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