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Congratulations to the Sandyston Township Volunteer Fire 
Department on their 70th Anniversary.   
 
Today, our beautiful new fire house is brimming with both 
pride and appreciation for the dedication of our loyal members 
and volunteers, past and present, and the support of the com-
munity.  
 
How did our fire department begin?   
 
“On June 22, 1953, the Sandyston Methodist Church was hav-
ing a Father/Son Dinner.  During the evening a group gath-
ered outside the church and casual mention was made as to 
the dilapidated condition of “the old church across the road”.  

Due to lack of funds, the Hainesville Methodist Church was unable to keep up with the increased mainte-
nance of the former church building.    Many meetings were held within the next month and at a public meet-
ing held July 27, 1953, at the Grange Hall in Layton, it was unanimously decided to organize and incorpo-
rate a fire department and community center.  Calvin Agar, Frank B. Ayers and Harry C. Harper were des-
ignated as Trustees for the purpose of Incorporation.   An Organizational Meeting was held at the Grange 
Hall in Layton on October 1, 1953 and Agar, Harper and Ayers were re-elected as trustees.  Officers elected 
were Lawrence C. Ellet, President, Abe Aber, Vice–President, George Barnard, Secretary, Benjamin Jager, 

Treasurer, Edward Spears, Chief, Edward Hull, Jr., Assistant 
Chief, and Rev. Harold Green was appointed as the depart-
ment’s Chaplain.  The first meeting was held on December 10, 
1953 in the reconstructed church basement.  A special 24 hour 
celebration was held to commemorate the dedication and for-
mal opening of the building on Saturday, July 3, 1954.  This 
building served as a fire house and community center for 50 
years until the Sandyston Township Municipal Building and 
Fire Department Complex was built across the street and dedi-
cated on September 25, 2004.  The former fire department was 
then sold to the St. Thomas the Apostle Church to be used as an 
education center.” 
 
(Source: Patte Haggerty Frato, Sandyston Twp. Historian) 
 
On August 8, 2023, the fire department dedicated a beautiful 
new plaque which was installed by their entrance commemorat-
ing  the history of the department which was purchased by the 
historical society with funds received in memory of Louis Fra-
to.    
 
Thank you to the volunteers of the department, both past and 
present, for all you have done for our community. 
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During the fall and winter, 
we experience higher inci-
dents of deer being hit or 
injured by automobiles. If 
you live on a Township, 
County or State Road and 
notice a deer that has suf-
fered the effects of an auto-
mobile accident, please call 

and report this to the municipal building as soon as 
possible.  We will do our best to expedite the removal of 
the deer by contacting the appropriate agency  Please 
be advised, it can take up to 24 hours once we make the 
call and there is no removal on the weekends.. 
 
Please also be advised, should a dead deer be found on 
your property it is your responsibility to have this deer 
removed.  The service for deer removal does not extend 
to residential property.   
 
You may report this information by calling 973-948-
3520 extension 200 or 201.  Should you leave a mes-
sage, please be sure to leave information on the loca-
tion of the deer (road name, nearest intersection, mile 
marker, nearest residence or landmark) to help in the 
removal of the deer. 

DEER CARCAS REMOVAL 

A vacancy exists on the Planning Board and we seek 
interested residents to fill this position. 
 
Meetings are held the first Monday of each month, 
may involve additional sub-committee meetings, you 
must file a financial disclosure statement and you will 
be required to take a class on Land Use Regulations 
which will be paid for by the Township. 
 
If you are interested, please send a letter of interest 
addressed to Amanda Lobban, Municipal Clerk, 133 
Route 645, Sandyston, NJ  07826 or drop off your let-
ter in person between the hours of 9 am to 2 pm.   
 
Deadline to submit your letter is Friday, December 15, 
2023.   
 
Tell us about yourself, your work experience, hobbies  
and interests and why you would be perfect for the 
position! 
 

After 20 years, many of the trees and shrubs around 
the municipal building had become overgrown, dis-
colored and unmanageable.  While the trees and 
shrubs were beautiful when first planted, through 
the years we found the trees could not remain so 
close to the building and the shrubs could not be 
trimmed back any  as parts of them had started 
crowed each other and began to die.  They had 
started to outgrow the space they were in and it was 
time for a refresh.   
 
In October, the Township Committee requested 
proposals from local landscape architects for the 
removal of the trees and shrubs, installation of new, 
low maintenance shrubs, and fresh mulch.  David 
H. Wright Landscape Architect of Branchville spent 
about a week working on the project. 
 
The outcome is beautiful!  Stop by and take a look! 
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Keeping Roads Safe for Travel 

With the possibility of snow and 
ice in the forecast, this is just a 
friendly reminder to please be 
courteous when plowing and/or 
maintaining your driveway.   
 
As per the Sandyston Township 
Ordinance “no owner, tenant or 

occupant of any premises abutting on any street, nor any 
other persons, shall throw, place or deposit snow or ice into 
or upon any street, it being the intent and purpose of this 
provision to prohibit all persons from throwing, casting, 
placing or depositing snow and ice which accumulates on 
private property upon the streets of the township.”   
 
Please remember to keep vehicles out of the roadway so 
snowplows can get through safely.  We know everyone is 
busy after a storm trying to get things done, but please take 
an extra second and clean up the roadway so it is safe for 
everyone and doesn’t create a dangerous situation.   Thank 
you for your help in keeping the roads safe for travel.   







Page 6 

Did you know Sandyston Township, Sandyston Town-
ship Volunteer Fire Department and Sandyston Township 
Recreation all have Facebook pages?   
 
Be sure to like each page to keep up on news, information 
and fundraisers for our these organizations and surround-
ing municipalities.  We work hard to keep you informed 
about: 

*Weather related emergencies 
*Volunteering 

*Fundraisers, Events and meetings 
 *Chicken BBQ  *Sandyston Day 
 *Tractor Parade  *Gobble Hobble 5K 
 *Community Dinners *Used Book Sale 
 *Soccer Sign-Ups *Yoga 
 *Trunk or Treat  *Fishing Club 
 *Santa Breakfast *Santa Parade 
 

Be sure to visit our website, too!  
www.sandystontownship.com 

HELP!!! 

Volunteers needed for 
Santa Breakfast! 

Email Recreation if 
you can help! 

 
sandystonrec@gmail.com 
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We will be accepting book donations at upcoming Recreation Dept. meetings.  Keep an 
eye out on Facebook for dates and times or email sandystonrec@gmail.com to set up an 
appointment to meet a Recreation volunteer and deliver your donation of books. 
 
Start sorting through your book collection and gather up gently used books for our up-
coming sale tentatively scheduled for January 12—14, 2024! 
 

Sandyston Township Recreation is always in need of volunteers.  The Book Sale fundraiser is so ap-
preciated by the public and we need volunteers for ease and success of the event. 
 
How can you help? 
Setting up tables and the room for the sale, organizing the books by genre, helping during the sale, 
tentatively scheduled for January 12, 13 and 14, 2024, boxing up books after the sale and putting 
them in the basement. 
 
Are you able to help?  Please contact sandystonrec@gmail.com.  Many hands make light work! 





 

Check out our website: 
 

www.sandystonwalpack.org 
 

Here you can find: 
 

• Minutes from Meetings 

• Staff Listing 

• Newsletters 

• Calendar of Events 

• Parent Pages 

 

 





Please remember dogs must be 
licensed at six months old.   If 
you currently have a dog or 
recently moved to Sandyston 
and you did not obtain a li-
cense— please call the Munic-
ipal Clerk.    

 
You may obtain a dog license application at the 
municipal building or on the Township website: 
 

www.sandystontownship.com 
 
Remember to provide spay/neuter information & 
valid rabies certificate with an expiration date of 
at least November 1, 2024 (per State of New Jer-
sey).  Dog licenses fees $13 unaltered/$10 al-
tered.  
 
Dog licenses expire in December of each year.  
Be on the look out for the renewal letter and send 
your information in as soon as possible to avoid 
late fees and Court costs.  
 

FREE RABIES CLINICS 
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The Sussex County web-
site has a list of  upcoming 
free rabies clinics.  This 
list can be found by using 
the following link: 
 
www.sussex.nj.us/cn/
news/?NID=55353 
 
Please remember, these 
dates are subject to change 

and you should verify them before attending, as well as 
question if  you are required to bring any paperwork 
about your pet with you.  This could be the difference 
between a one-year or three-year vaccination.  Remem-
ber to have your dog on a leash and your cat in a carri-
er! 

We have all been there, you open the door and 
your pet is gone in a matter of seconds.  In the 
panic, you can’t think of who to call to get help.  
In situations like this, be sure to contact the fol-
lowing for help: 

 Call Animal Control:  973-670-3299.   
 Call the municipal building:  973-948-3520 x200/201 
 Call the New Jersey State Police 973-383-1514 (this is 

their non-emergency line) 
Is your property near a State or Federal Park? 
 Stokes State Forest Office 973-948-3820 
 Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area Dispatch 

570-426-2457 
 Call Kountry Kennels 973-948-0624 -Dog Pound Facility 
 Call your neighbors 
Give each agency a good description of your pet (name, type , 
color, collar/no collar, license number, microchipped, etc.) 
and a picture if they ask for one.   
What’s next? 
 Drive around and look for your pet 
 Do you have social media?  Post on your page. 
 Make flyers and post in local businesses and neighboring 

towns 
 List your pet on local lost and found websites 
 
Once you find your pet, be sure to contact everyone and let 
them know so information can be updated. 

If you find a lost dog in your travels, please report 
this to the local authorities where the dog was found  
immediately. 
 
If you are willing to stop and help the dog, then you 
must be willing to keep them close where they are 
found.   Removing this dog from the area you found 
it causes confusion and makes it harder for the owner 
to get their dog back.  
 
Your first call should always be to the New Jersey 
State Police non-emergency phone (973-383-1514.  
They will contact Animal Control and advise you 
where to take the dog.  This allows the proper author-
ities to be notified and a quicker return of the dog to 
the owner.   
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STVFD:  Supporter Shirts For 
Sale $20.00 each 

Sandyston Township Volunteer 
Fire Department is having an awe-
some fundraiser— “Supporter” T-
Shirts! 
 
The t-shirts are navy blue with the 
fire department emblem on the 
front left and the American Flag 
on the back in white with a red 
line offering the word “Supporter” 
on the back.   
 
You can proudly show your sup-
port by purchasing a t-shirt for $20 
each!  Shirts are available at the 
municipal building between 9 am 
and 2 pm and at upcoming fund-
raisers by the department.   
 

Firefighters 
 
If you are at least 18 years of age and have a desire to 
serve your community why not join us?=  Junior Mem-
bers are welcome 14-17 years old.   
 
• Free Training 
• Sense of Accomplishment 
• Give Back to Your Community 

 
Auxiliary Members 
 
Kids grown?  Have some time to spare?  Just need to get 
out of the house?  Help is needed for fire department 
fundraisers.  A great way to give back to your community, 
meet new people ! 
 
Interested?  Chief House 973-960-4882  

STVFD Santa Parade 
Saturday, December 2, 2023 

 
Check website & Facebook 
for information & updates! 

We had a great Tractor 

Parade.  Over 130 tractors 

participated in the event.  

The roads were lined 

with visitors and parties 

along the route and the 

fire department had a great turnout of 

support for the fundraiser.  Thank you for 

your donations to our tricky tray, pur-

chasing t-shirts and supporting our fund-

raiser.  Thank you to all our sponsors who 

we proudly displayed on the hay wagons.  

It was a beautiful day and a great celebra-

tion for our volunteers and our farmers 

who we appreciate a great deal! 

 

Save the date for our 2024 STVFD Tractor 

Parade—Saturday, August 24, 2024. 

 

Please consider making a tray for our 

tricky tray—drop off is always the Friday 

before the event. 

Tractor Parade Success! 
A Great Day for Sandyston 
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Sussex County Firemen’s Association 

Inspection Day and Parade 

On Saturday, October 7, 2023, our beloved fire department 
participated with other fire departments in the County, and 
out of county, in the Sussex County Firemen’s Association 
Inspection Day & Parade.  This year, the parade was held in 
the Borough of Hopatcong, hosted by the Hopatcong Fire 
Department in celebration of their 100th Anniversary!   Our 
volunteers came home with trophies for 1st Place Best Ap-
pearing Small Company (marching) and 2nd Place Best 
Appearing Rescue for Engine #3. 
 
Congratulations to the volunteers of their department on 
their hard work and well-deserved awards. 

Be Sure to Clean Your Chimney 
on a Regular Schedule 

It is extremely important to 
have your chimney cleaned. 
How often depends on how 
regularly you use your fire-
place or woodstove.  
 
Why should you clean 
your chimney? 
It is important to remove 
debris/sticky deposits de-
posited along the chimney 

walls. The sticky deposits are called creosote. Creosote 
deposited over a long period becomes highly flamma-
ble and it's often the cause of chimney fires. Creosote 
removal is vital to your safety. 
 
It’s important.  VERY IMPORTANT! 
 
When was the last time your chimney was cleaned? 
Protect your home, yourself and/or your family by get-
ting your chimney properly cleaned.  
 
ALWAYS REMEMBER to properly dispose of ashes 
in a safe location/receptacle AWAY from your home. 

Fire Prevention at Sandyston-
Walpack School 

Welcome New Emergency 
Management Coordinator 

Each year the Sandyston 
Township Volunteer Fire 
Department visits the 
Sandyston-Walpack 
School and does a presen-
tation for the students for 
Fire Prevention Week.  
This great outreach assem-
bly is designed to bring 

the firefighters and fire personnel into the school and 
talk with the students about fire safety, fire precautions, 
and give them a hands-on appreciation of the trucks, 
tools and equipment that the firefighters use to serve 
the community.  This program also allows children to 
interact with the fire department members and ask 
questions.  This year’s message is “Cooking safety 
starts with YOU!  Pay attention to Fire Prevention”   
Please take the time to check the date on all your 
smoke detectors!  

After two years serving as the 
Emergency Management Co-
ordinator, Shane Houghtaling 
has stepped down to Deputy 
Emergency Management Co-
ordinator and  the Township 
Committee unanimously ap-
pointed Kevin Pumphrey as 
the new EMC.  
 
Kevin is a member and former 
Assistant Chief of the 

Sandyston Township Volunteer Fire Department and lives in 
Montague with his wife, Betty. 
 
Kevin will be responsible for working with municipal, County 
and State officials during all types of  emergencies, filing the 
necessary paperwork for FEMA related reimbursements for 
the Township and fire department, as well as maintaining 
Emergency Operation Plans, Hazardous Mitigation Plans, 
NIMS Officer, RTK Officer, Delaware Flood Mitigation Of-
ficer, E911 Coordinator & Hazard Mitigation Plans and Radio 
Officer. 



Hometown Hero Program 

The Sandyston Hometown Hero Program was created for paying tribute and honoring sol-
diers who are originally from Sandyston or who currently reside from Sandyston and who are 
active military personnel or veterans that have served this nation in any branch of our Armed 
Forces.  
 
A 24” x 38” banner can be purchased to be displayed on various lamp posts and light posts in 
Sandyston Township. The Hometown Hero Banners will be displayed from with a photo of 
the soldier in uniform, their name, and armed service branch placed underneath their photo.  
 
The Hometown Hero Banners can remind all Sandyston residents and visitors passing 
through Sandyston of our hometown heroes that have served or are serving our country, and 
the sacrifices each have made, who deserve our respect and gratitude.  
 
Cash, Check or Money Order can be made payable to “Sandyston Township Historical Socie-
ty” in the amount of $200. Please reference on the memo line of your check or money order 
“Hometown Hero Program”. Application and payment can be dropped at municipal building 
or mailed to the address below. Do not mail cash.  

What you will need to submit:  

 All applications must be submitted by December 31, 2023 to have flags ready by May 2024.  Applications 
received after this date will still be honored but may not be hanging in May 2024. 

 You may drop off or send application by mail to the following address: 

  Sandyston Township Historical Society 

  133 Route 645 

  Sandyston, NJ  07826 

 8”x11”or 5”x7” high quality photo (resolution 200 dpi) of the Service Person in uniform.                               
(Photo will not be returned. Please do not send original photo)  

 Military Verification Form (e.g. Military ID, Dd214. etc.)  

 $200.00 Cash, check or money order made payable to: 

  “Sandyston Township Historical Society or STHS” 

 Please reference “Home Town Hero” on memo line of check.  

 

You can verify military records online by visiting: The Department of Defense website: 

http://www.defense.gov/ http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/ 

For additional information or questions, please contact Gail Just 907-355-4063 

Download Sandyston Hometown Hero Application from the Sandyston Township Website:  
www.sandystontownship.com 
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Eras of Service:  

• GWOT- Sept 11, 2001 to present (List this even if veteran hasn’t been to Iraq or Afghanistan)  
• Persian Gulf- August 2, 1990- August 31, 1991  
• Cold War- September 2, 1945 -26 December 1991  
• Vietnam Era- Feb 29, 1961- May 7, 1975  
• Korean Conflict Era- June 27, 1950- Jan 31, 1955  
• WW II- December 7, 1941 – December 31, 1946  
• WW I – April 6, 1917 – November 11, 1918  
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Important Tax Office Reminders 

The Senior Freeze Program reimburses eligible sen-
ior citizens and disabled persons for property tax on 
their principal residence. To qualify, you must meet 
all the eligibility requirements for each year from 
the base year through the application year (the next 
application year will be 2023). 

If you have already filed the PTR-1 Application, the 
State of NJ will mail the PTR-2 application to you in 
March or April to the to the last filed address.   It is 
important that you keep track of this booklet and file 
each year so you do not lose your base year 
amount.  If you do not receive a PTR-2 booklet, 
contact the Senior Freeze Property Tax Reimburse-
ment Information Line for assistance at 1-800-882-
6597.   It is very important that you file every year.  
Do not wait until the last minute! 
 
Qualifications for the Senior Freeze have changed.  
Be sure to contact the Tax Collector in the Spring to  
seek information on this program if you are 67 years 
old or older! 

ANCHOR (formerly Home-
stead Rebate) benefit filing sea-
son is under way.  

If you received an "ANCHOR 
Benefit Confirmation Letter " 
and did not make any updates 

to your application by September 30, 2023, no further 
changes can be made to your application at this time. 

Payments have started being made both electronically and 
through the mail. Most applicants can expect to receive 
their payment approximately 90 days after filing the appli-
cation, unless the State of NJ requests additional infor-
mation to process your benefit. 

Filing Deadline 

There is still plenty of time to file. You have until Friday, 
December 29, 2023, to file an application. 

How to Apply 

Taxpayers who received a green or purple filing pack-
et should follow the instructions in the packet to apply for 
their benefit. If you meet the qualifications for the benefit 
based on 2020 residency, income, and age eligibility - but 
you did not receive a packet from the State of NJ- you 
may still apply for the program. 

Homeowners. Most homeowners may file online or by 
phone with an identification number (ID) and PIN. Howev-
er, if you bought your home in 2020, altered your deed, or 
had certain life changes such as a divorce or death of a 
spouse, you must file an application by mail. 

Renters. Renters may file using the online option. They do 
not need an ID and PIN 

Questions:  Call the Helpline 1-877-658-2972 

Scam Alert 

Scammers often send you texts or emails to steal 
your identity. The State of NJ will never initiate a text ex-
change to request personally identifiable information re-
garding your ANCHOR benefit. Contact them directly be-
fore providing personal information in response to commu-
nications you receive claiming to be related to the          
ANCHOR program. Visit their Scams page for more infor-
mation. 

ANCHOR Deadline Approaching Property Tax Reimbursement  

(Senior Freeze or “Blue Book”) 

Important Reminder 

There are many ways to pay your property taxes due to 
Sandyston Township: 
 US Mail (remember to mail plenty of time before 

due date and follow up to be sure 
the taxes were received on time to 
avoid late fee—postmarks are not 
accepted per NJ Statute.) 

 Drop off at municipal building 
either in person or by using drop 
box (green—secured to building) 
to the left of the front door.  

 You may make payments online by accessing the 
township website: www.sandystontownship.com/
departments/tax.   (On Tax Collector Page) 

 
There is a 2.965% fee if your payment is made using a 
credit or debit card and a flat fee of $1.50 for payments 
made using an e-check.  

Sandyston Township Offers Many 

Ways to Timely Pay Taxes 

https://www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/ptr/defin.shtml
https://www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/ptr/defin.shtml
https://www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/ptr/eligibility.shtml
https://www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/ptr/defin.shtml
tel:18008826597
tel:18008826597
https://www.nj.gov/treasury/taxation/pdf/anchor/anchorletter-sample.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/treasury/taxation/pdf/anchor/anchorletter-sample.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/treasury/taxation/pdf/anchor/anchorcover-sample.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/treasury/taxation/pdf/anchor/anchorcover-sample.pdf
https://www1.state.nj.us/TYTR_Saver/jsp/common/HBWelcome.jsp
https://www20.state.nj.us/TYTR_Saver_Email/jsp/SaverEmailLogin.jsp
https://www.nj.gov/treasury/taxation/anchor/home-paperapp.shtml
https://www1.state.nj.us/TYTR_Saver/jsp/common/HBWelcome.jsp
https://www.nj.gov/treasury/taxation/identity_theft.shtml
https://www.cyber.nj.gov/garden_state_cyber_threat_highlight/cybercriminals-attempt-anchor-property-tax-relief-fraud
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Important Tax Office Reminders 

UNDERSTANDING ADDED AND OMITTED TAX BILLS 

It is only logical that an improvement to your home will result in an 
increased selling price of your home and therefore, your property tax 
assessment will increase. 

This will take the form of an added assessment tax bill which you will 
receive in the mail on or about October 25th after the improvement is 
substantially completed for its intended use. This bill shall be payable 
on November 1st, February 1st and May 1st and then the added as-
sessment amount will be included in your annual tax bill received in 
June for the new tax year. Therefore, just as you planned ahead for 
this improvement, you should also plan ahead and set aside funds for 
the added assessment tax bill. 

 
Difference between an "Added Assessment" and an "Omitted Added" Assessment: 

The added assessment is the amount of the difference between the property assessment before the improvement 
and the value of the entire property after the improvement. It does not reflect the cost of the amenity itself or the 
cost of the project. If you did not receive an added assessment tax bill for work completed in the previous year, 
you will receive an "Omitted Added" assessment bill in addition to an "added assessment" bill the year following 
the improvement.  

 “A structure is considered ‘completed’ when it is ready for the purpose for which it was intended. This does not 
mean that the structure actually must be in use; it does not have to have a certificate of occupancy; it is taxable 
when it is ready for use.” 

• This added bill is to be paid in addition to the original tax bills that were mailed out at the end of August. 

• Added bills are due in three installments (like regular tax bills), on November 1st, then February 1st and May 
1st of the succeeding year. 

• The first added tax payment is due November 1.  The last day to pay without penalty is November 10. 

• If there is a mortgage, they will also receive a copy of this added/omitted tax bill.  You will then receive an 
advice copy of the added/omitted tax bill. 

Important:  If you have a mortgage company escrowing for taxes, they may or may not pay this bill for you, de-
pending upon your particular agreement with that company.  Some mortgage companies will NOT pay added as-
sessment bills, simply because they have not escrowed enough tax money from you to pay it.  You are advised to 
call your mortgage company to determine which of you should pay the three installments shown on the bill.   The 
Tax Collector's office does not know which party will be responsible for this payment.  A bill is mailed to both the 
homeowner and the mortgage company, so that both parties are aware of the amounts due. 

Please note:  Not scheduling a final inspection for your building permit does not delay the added assessment tax 
bill. 

For information on the added/omitted assessment, please contact the Tax Assessor, Kathleen DeKorte, 973-948-
3520 x203. 

For information on the added/omitted tax bill, please contact the Tax Collector, Theresa Doyle, 973-948-3520 
x202. 

If you disagree with the Added or Omitted Assessment that is placed on your property, you can appeal it to the 
Sussex County Board of Taxation prior to December 1. An appeal form can be requested from the Sussex County 
Board of Taxation or found on their website. 
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Do I Need A Permit?? 

Contact the Construction Official 

Zoning Approval and Construction Permits are required 
for certain types of installations, remodeling, renovations 
and repairs around your home.  If you are unsure if you 
need zoning approval or a construction permit, please 
contact the Construction Department and speak to the 
Construction Official, Robert Huber, who will provide 
you with the information and forms necessary.  Zoning 
Permits are required when you change the footprint of 
the existing property (decks, additions, sheds, pools, 
etc.). 
 
Construction permits are required for tank installations 
and removals (propane or oil), deck installation and re-
pairs, additions, remodeling/alteration of rooms, electri-
cal and plumbing work, wood stoves, pellet stoves, gas 
appliances, sheds, pole barns, air conditioning and gener-
ator installation, furnace replacement, water heater re-
placement, pools (all kinds), hot tubs and more. To be 
sure a permit is/is not needed please call!  
 
Please remember, realtors and potential homebuyers 
check for permits to be sure the work was done to code!   
 
Doing the work yourself?  That’s great!  But if you are 
using a contractor, be sure to have that contractor fill out, 
seal (if required) and sign the permit.  If you have a con-
tractor, but fill out the permit under your name—you 
have no recourse should a problem arise! 
 
Your home is a huge investment—be sure to protect your 
investment and ensure the safety of your family by mak-
ing sure to take out a permit! 

Construction Department News 

Thinking about changing 
propane companies? 
 
If you rent your propane 
tank(s) and you decide to 
change propane companies 
you need a permit. The pro-
pane company you are leav-
ing will remove the old tank
(s) and the new propane 
company of your choice will 
bring and set the new tank(s) 
and pressurize the line for 
the air test inspection to be 
sure it holds before the pro-

pane is added to the tank(s).  
 
If you own your tank(s), you do not need a permit to 
change propane companies. You simply call and can-
cel service with your current propane company and 
initialize service with the new company.  
 
Why do you need a permit? 
Inspections check location of the tank, proximity to com-
bustibles, windows, and property lines, connection of the 
gas lines and pressure test the tank. The safety of you 
and your family is the most important thing! 

Switching Propane Companies 

Information on Permits 

With electric, oil and gas prices higher these days……many families are 
looking to supplement the heat in their home.   
 
Whether you decide on a wood stove, pellet stove or a gas insert (or simi-
lar unit) a permit is required for this install.   Make sure you get the most 
out of your purchase by taking out the proper permits and having these 
types of units inspected.  Many insurance companies will want a copy of 
the certificate of approval showing these units were properly inspected. In 
the event of a problem, insurance companies will contact the municipality 
to find out if proper permits were taken out for this installation.  What is 
the inspection for?  Inspections check the clearance to combustibles, 
make sure the door is properly sealed, proper fire protection in front of or 
behind the unit and inspect the chimney (if needed). Contact the Con-
struction Department at 973-948-3520 x201 to discuss your purchase, 

obtain the proper permits and schedule your inspections. 

Wood Stove, Pellet Stove, Gas Insert Permits Required  



 

 





 

To benefit St. Thomas Food Pantry in Sandyston  

Anytime now through December 31, 2023 

You may drop off items at the Sandyston Township Municipal Building  
located at 133 Route 645, Sandyston, NJ  

by the front door or during the hours of 9 am and 2 pm 

 
Most Needed Items *: 
 Peanut butter/jelly 
 Canned meats 
 Rice, pastas, “Ramen Noodles” 
 Tomato sauce 
 Potatoes (boxed) 
 Powdered milk 
 Canned beans, fruits, and veggies 
 Mac & Cheese 
 Cornmeal, flour, sugar 
 Soups/Stews 
 Whole grain, low sugar cereals 
 Personal hygiene prod-

ucts 
 Laundry detergent 
 Diapers 
 Dog/Cat food 
 Non-perishable goods are ideal 
 

*Please— no expired dates  
 

Questions?  Contact us at 973-948-3520 x200 or 201 

Individually 
wrapped toilet 
paper, soap, 

tooth brushes, 
toothpaste! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiD0qizuMbPAhXFWSYKHatpDhsQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fcanned-food-drive-posters&psig=AFQjCNG2BSc1GDjb-NTxN1W7tjD7ttnPAg&ust=1475852
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjFqO-WvcbPAhWBbiYKHbV9AGMQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fclipartion.com%2Ffree-clipart-11572%2F&psig=AFQjCNEaxDGwUMGxsTXB5ksrk9YVjV3u9g&ust=1475853394881454
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Solutions to Stormwater Pollution:   
Easy Things You Can Do Every Day To Protect Our Water 

A Guide to Healthy Habits for Cleaner Water 
 
Pollution on streets, parking lots and lawns is washed by 
rain into storm drains, then directly to our drinking water 
supplies and the ocean and lakes where our children play.  
Fertilizer, oil, pesticides, detergents, pet waste, grass clip-
pings:  You name it and it ends up in our water.  Stormwater 
pollution is one of New Jersey’s greatest threats to clean and 
plentiful water.  By sharing the responsibility and making 
small, easy changes in our daily lives, we can keep common 
pollutants out of stormwater.  It all adds up to cleaner water, 
and it saves the high cost of cleaning up once it’s dirty.  As 
part of New Jersey’s initiative to keep our water clean and 
plentiful and to meet federal requirements, many municipal-
ities and other public agencies including colleges and mili-
tary bases must adopt ordinances or other rules prohibiting 
various activities that contribute to stormwater pollution.  
Breaking these rules can result in fines or other penalties.  

As a resident, business, or other member of the New Jersey community, it is important to know these easy things you 
can do every day to protect our water. 
 
Limit your use of fertilizers and pesticides:  Do a soil test to see if you need a fertilizer.  Do not apply fertilizer if 
heavy rain is predicted.  Look into alternatives for pesticides.  Maintain a small lawn and keep the rest of your property 
or yard in a natural state with trees and other native vegetation that requires little or no fertilizer.  If you use fertilizers 
and pesticides, follow instructions on the label on how to correctly apply the product.   Make sure you properly store or 
discard any unused portions. 
 
Properly use and dispose of hazardous products:  Hazardous products include some household or commercial 
cleaning products, lawn and garden care products, motor oil, antifreeze, and paints.  Do not pour any hazardous prod-
ucts down a storm drain because storm drains are usually connected to local waterbodies and the water is not treated.   
If you have hazardous products in your home or workplace, make sure you store or dispose of them properly.  Read the 
label for guidance.  Use natural or less toxic alternatives when possible.  Recycle used motor oil.  Contact your munici-
pality, county or facility management office for the locations of hazardous-waste disposal facilities. 
 
Keep pollution out of storm drains:  Municipalities and many other public agencies are required to mark certain 
storm drain inlets with messages reminding people that storm drains are connected to local waterbodies.  Do not let 
sewage or other waste flow into a stormwater system. 
 
Don’t litter:  Place litter in trash receptacles.  Recycle. Recycle. Recycle.  Participate in community cleanups. 
 
Dispose of yard waste properly:  Keep leaves and grass out of storm drains.  If your municipality or agency has yard 
waste collection rules, follow them.  Use leaves and grass clippings as a resource for compost.  Use a mulching mower 
that recycles grass clippings into the lawn. 
 
Clean up after your pet:  Many municipalities and public agencies must enact and enforce local pet-waste rules.  An 
example is requiring pet owners or their keepers to pick up and properly dispose of pet waste dropped on public or oth-
er people’s property.  Make sure you know your town’s or agency’s requirements and comply with them.  It’s the law.  
Remember to use newspaper, bags or “scoopers” to pick up wastes.  Dispose of the wrapped pet waste in the trash or 
unwrapped in a toilet.  Never discard pet waste in a storm drain. 
 
Don’t feed wildlife:  Do not feed wildlife, such a ducks and geese, in public areas.  Many municipalities and other 
public agencies must enact and enforce a rule that prohibits wildlife feeding in these areas. 
 
Contact information:  For more information on stormwater related topics, visit www.njstormwater.org or  
www.nj.gov/dep/dwq/bnpc_home.htm.  Additional information is also available at U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency websites www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater or www.epa.gov/nps.  New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection, Division of Water Quality, Bureau of Nonpoint Pollution Control, Municipal Stormwater Regulation Pro-

http://www.njstormwater.org/
http://www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater
http://www.epa.gov/nps
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Phone:  973-948-3520   Fax: 973-948-0783 

Pay Your Property Taxes ONLINE: 
www.sandystontownship.com 

Department Contact Office Hours Ext./Contact Info 

Mayor George B. Harper, Jr. By Appointment 973-417-1396 

Deputy Mayor Kammy Hull By Appointment 973-222-7722 

Committeeman Ronald Green By Appointment 973-886-4120 

Municipal Clerk Amanda “Amy” Lobban, RMC Mon-Fri/9 am-2 pm 200 

Deputy Clerk/ Board of Health  
& Construction Secretary 

Theresa “Teri” Doyle, CTC 
 

Mon-Fri/8:30am-12pm 
 

201 

Tax Assessor Kathleen DeKorte Tues/8 am -11 am 203 

Chief Financial Officer Toni Grisaffi By Appointment 200 

Tax Collector Theresa “Teri” Doyle, CTC 
 

Tues/ 12 pm—2 pm 
Thursday/ 9am—12 pm 

202 

Construction Official/ 
Building Subcode 

Robert W. Huber 
 

Tues 12:30 pm—2 pm 
5:30 pm—7 pm 

Thursday 10:30 am—12 pm 

201 

Land Use Administrator, Planning 
Board Secretary & Zoning Official 

Beth Brothman Tues 5 pm - 7 pm 205 

Recreation Jennifer Lubeck, President Meets 4th Monday at 6:30 pm sandystonrec@gmail.com 

Road Department Foreman Roy C. McClain, CPWM Contact Municipal Building 200 

Fire Chief Scott House Drill Night Tues 7 pm 973-306-2285 

Township Historian Patte Haggerty Frato By Appointment 973-948-7443 

Fire Prevention Official Charles E. Luxton By Appointment 208 

Code Enforcement Official Michael Johnson Contact Zoning Official 205 

Animal Control Officer Jonathan Hagen By Appointment 973-670-3299 

Emergency Mgmt Coord. Kevin Pumphrey By Appointment 301 


